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Ken  Lovell 

Hail,  Mary.  Mother  Inferior  (left)  and  Sister  Sit  of  the  Australian  branch  of  the  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  gave  their  blessing  at  the  recent  launching  in  Sydney  of  the  National  Campaign 
Against  Police  Harassment  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  A  cooperative  effort  by  the  Gay  Solidarity 
Group,  Gay  Counselling  Service  and  Gry  Rights  Lobby,  the  Campaign  will  begin  by  educating  gay  peo¬ 
ple  about  their  legal  rights.  The  Sisters  are  seen  here  blessing  stacks  of  wallet-sized  cards  listing  “Rights 
on  Arrest.”  The  ceremony  ended  with  the  Gay  Liberation  Quire  singing  “Thank  You  Lord  for  Gay 
Liberation.” 


Wisconsin  Governor  Signs 
First  State  Gay  Rights  Law 


Claims  Gays  Defeated  Him 

Reagan  Nominee 
For  Rights  Post 
Declines  the  Offer 


By  Scott  Brookie 

MADISON,  WI  —  The  nation’s 
first  statewide  law  banning 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  went  into  effect  in 
Wisconsin  on  March  3. 

The  bill,  passed  by  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  state  Assembly  in  November 
and  by  the  State  -  Senate  on 
February  17  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9, 
No.  31),  was  signed  by  Republican 
Governor  Lee  Dreyfus  on  Febru¬ 
ary  25  and  published  on  Tuesday, 
March  2.  A  bill  becomes  law  in 
Wisconsin  the  day  after  it  is 
published. 

In  the  private  sector,  violators 
of  the  new  law  are  subject  to  fines 
of  up  to  $1,000  for  the  first  offense 
and  up  to  $10,000  for  more  than 
one  offense  in  five  years.  Persons 
who  are  discriminated  against  in 
the  public  sector  can  bring  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  state  Equal  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Commission.  In  addition, 
persons  who  feel  that  they  have 
been  discriminated  against  can 
bring  suit  in  court  to  recover 
damages. 

Two  major  daily  newspapers  in 
Wisconsin  published  editorials 
supporting  the  new  law.  The 
Madison  Capital  Times  com¬ 
mented,  “That  (the  bill]  finally 
passed,  and  got  Lee  Dreyfus’s  sig¬ 
nature  is  not,  as  some  would  have 
it,  a  sign  of  civilization’s  imminent 
collapse.  Rather,  it  reflects  a  grow¬ 
ing  recognition  that  people’s  pri¬ 
vate  sexual  behavior  should  have 
no  bearing  on  their  access  to  jobs 
and  housing.  .  . 

“Callers  and  letter  writers, 
many  of  them  alerted  by  funda¬ 
mentalist  Christian  radio  stations 
in  Milwaukee  and  Madison,  told 
the  governor  that  homosexuality 
ran  counter  to  biblical  injunction. 
If  people  want  to  believe  as  much, 
they  are  entitled  to  do  so,  but  their 
beliefs  ought  not  to  dictate  social 
policy  for  all  of  us.  And  those  who 


like  to  invoke  Christianity  to  deny 
others  their  humanity  would  do 
well  to  acknowledge  two  other 
tenets  of  the  faith:  that  we  should 
love  one  another,  and  that  we 
should  treat  people  as  we  would 
like  ourselves  to  be  treated.  That, 
in  essence,  is  what  is  at  stake  here, 
as  in  the  larger  struggle  for  human 
rights,”  the  editorial  concluded. 

And  the  Milwaukee  Journal,  in 
a  front-page  editorial  on  February 
26,  commented,  “Dreyfus  and  the 
lawmakers  can  be  proud  that  Wis¬ 
consin  now  forbids  sexual- 
preference  discrimination,  as  it  has 
forbidden  other  forms  of  bias. 
What  is  regrettable  is  that  intol¬ 
erance  made  the  law  necessary.” 
The  editorial  also  noted  that, 
“.  .  .  the  issue  is  not  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  issue  is  an  unpar¬ 
donable  form  of  discrimination.” 

The  bill,  whose  primary  sponsor 
was  Rep.  David  Clarenbach 
(D-Madison),  outlaws  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  in  housing,  employment  in 
both  the  public  and  private  sec¬ 
tors,  public  accomodations,  the 
National  Guard,  and  adminis¬ 
trative  rules  (e.g.,  agency 
operating  procedures).  Any  firm, 
whether  within  or  outside  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  which  has  a  contract  with  the 
state,  is  also  bound  by  the  law. 

It  is  generally  acknowledged 
that  widespread  support  from  the 
mainstream  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  was  instrumental  in  the  bill’s 
passage.  “It  really  needs  to  be  said 
that  without  the  mainline 
churches,  this  wouldn’t  have  hap¬ 
pened,”  commented  Ralph  Navar¬ 
ro  of  the  Milwaukee  gay  paper, 
Our  Horizons.  Dan  Curd,  an  aide 
to  Clarenbach,  credited  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  organization  Committee 
for  Fundamental  Judeo-Christian 
Human  Rights  (CFJCHR)  and  its 
chairperson  Leon  Rouse,  with  “a 
miracle”  in  marshalling  religious 


support  in  the  Milwaukee  area. 

Rouse,  in  an  interview  with 
GCN,  described  an  extensive  cam¬ 
paign  by  the  CFJCHR  involving 
personal  contact  with  numerous 
clergy  of  several  religious  denomi¬ 
nations.  Partly  as  a  result  of  this 
campaign,  the  Common  Council 
of  Milwaukee  (similar  to  a  city 
council)  passed  an  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  law  in  July  of  1980,  according 
to  Rouse.  He  noted  that  the  mo- 
coniinued  on  page  6 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Charges  of  “inde¬ 
cent  assault  and  battery  on  a  minor 
under  the  age  of  14”  brought 
against  activists  Tom  Reeves  and 
Michael  Thompson  were  dismis¬ 
sed  on  March  2  in  Dorchester 
Municipal  Court  when  the  alleged 
“victim”  invoked  the  Fifth 
Amendment  and  refused  to  tes¬ 
tify. 

The  boy’s  attorney,  Paul  Mc¬ 
Gill,  told  Judge  Darrell  Outlaw 
that  testimony  by  his  client  might 
lead  to  self-incrimination  on  a 
number  of  other  charges. 

Suffolk  County  Assistant  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  James  Hamrock 
protested  the  move,  arguing  that 
potential  self-incrimination  should 
be  decided  during  testimony  on  a 
question-by-question  basis.  But 
Judge  Outlaw  claimed  he  had  no 
choice  but  to  dismiss  the  charges. 

Reeves  told  GCN  that  he  was 
relieved  at  the  dismissal  but  that  he 
would  have  preferred  to  have  been 
tried  and  found  not  guilty.  The  ac¬ 
tivist  expressed  concern  that  be¬ 
cause  the  charges  were  never  ad¬ 
dressed,  the  police  might  at  some 


By  David  Morris 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Respond¬ 
ing  to  the  disclosure  of  question¬ 
able  personal  dealings  and  to 
strong  opposition  from  civil  rights 
groups.  Rev.  B.  Sam  Hart  has  re¬ 
quested  that  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  withdraw  his  nomination 
to  the  Civil  Rights  Commission. 

Hart,  a  conservative  black  radio 
evangelist  from  Philadelphia, 
made  the  request  after  it  was 
learned  that  his  radio  station  had 
defaulted  on  a  Small  Business  Ad¬ 
ministration  loan  and  was  behind 
in  payments  to  a  minority  loan 
program  in  Pennsylvannia  and 
that  he  had  not  been  a  registered 
voter  since  1960.  In  addition,  ru¬ 
mors  that  Hart  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen 
surfaced  when  it  was  discovered 
that  no  public  records  support  his 
statements  about  when  and  where 
he  was  born. 

Hart’s  nomination  was  opposed 
by  both  U.S.  senators  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  on  the  grounds  that  the 
administration  had  ignored  tra¬ 
ditional  senatorial  courtesy  by  not 
consulting  them  beforehand. 

But  it  is  generally  agreed  that  a 
major  factor  in  Hart’s  withdrawl 
was  the  strong  opposition  from 
gay,  black,  Hispanic  and  other 
civil  rights  groups  that  resulted 
from  statements  Hart  made  to  the 
press  when  the  nomination  was  an¬ 
nounced.  Hart  told  reporters  on 
February  10  that  he  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  a 
civil  rights  cause,  that  he  opposes 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment, 
that  he  is  against  busing  as  a  means 
of  integrating  schools  and  that  he 
agrees  with  Reagan’s  proposal  to 
make  private  segregated  schools 
tax-exempt  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9.,  No. 
31). 


point  decide  to  renew  their  efforts. 

“We  are  not  happy,”  Reeves  ex¬ 
plained,  “because  the  police  can 
now  go  down  to  the  grand  j  ury ,  get 
another  indictment  and  arrest  us 
again  on  the  same  charges,  which 
would  be  political  harassment,  as 
far  as  I’m  concerned.” 

“The  police  showed  malice 
from  the  beginning,”  Reeves  add¬ 
ed.  “They  did  that  by  lying  to  the 
Globe,  and  they  did  that  by  with¬ 
holding  evidence  until  the  day  of 
the  hearing.” 

Hamrock  told  GCN  he  is  unsure 
whether  he  will  appeal  the  dismis¬ 
sal.  “We  have  some  time  before 
we  have  to  decide  whether  to  ap¬ 
peal  or  not,”  he  said.  “Ten  days  I 
believe  is  what  we  have.” 

“If  we  appealed,”  Hamrock  ad¬ 
ded,  “our  argument  would  most 
likely  be  that  there  was  an  error  of 
law  by  the  judge  in  allowing  the 
victim  to  lake  the  Fifth  Amend¬ 
ment.” 

Reeves  and  Thompson  were  ar¬ 
rested  last  January  19  after  a  police 
interrogation  of  the  boy  produced 
allegations  that  each  of  the  men 
had  engaged  in  consensual  felaltio 


vision  interview  in  Philadelphia, 
however,  that  he  believes  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  sinners  but  have  civil 
rights.  “Every  person  has  civil 
rights,”  he  said.  “But  let  me  say 
that  if  Mr.  A  over  here  is  a  liar,  he 
still  has  civil  rights.  Or  let’s  say  he 
is  an  adulterer;  he  still  has  civil 
rights.  Homosexuality  is  a  moral 
issue,  not  a  civil  rights  issue.” 

According  to  Susan  Green  of 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL),  Hart  blamed  gay  people 
for  his  defeat.  “1  don’t  think  it 
would  be  fair  for  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity  to  take  all  the  credit,”  Green 
countered,  “but  1  do  think  we  de¬ 
serve  a  large  part  of  it.” 

GRNL  was  one  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  national  and  Pennsylvania 
organizations  to  oppose  the  nom¬ 
ination  in  what  Pennsylvania  ac¬ 
tivist  Tony  Sylvester  called  a 
“spontaneous  reaction”  to  Hart’s 
comments  to  the  press.  Green  said 
GRNL  was  contacted  by  Arnold 
Torres,  national  executive  director 
of  the  League  of  United  Latin 
American  Citizens  (LULAC),  and 
invited  to  join  a  coalition  of  na¬ 
tional  groups  LULAC  was  form¬ 
ing  to  protest  the  nomination. 
Also  involved  in  the  coalition  were 
the  Leadership  Conference  on 
Civil  Rights,  the  National  Urban 
League,  the  NAACP  Legal  De¬ 
fense  Fund,  the  National  Organi¬ 
zation  for  Women,  the  National 
Women’s  Political  Caucus  and  the 
Mexican  American  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund. 

Participation  in  the  coalition  by 
GRNL  and  LULAC,  the  country’s 
oldest  and  largest  Hispanic  organ¬ 
ization,  marks  a  new  stage  in  coali¬ 
tion  politics  in  that  the  politically 
moderate,  predominantly  Mexian- 
American  group  has  never  before 
continued  on  page  6 


with  him  in  1979,  when  the"  boy 
was  under  the  age  of  14  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  Nos.  26  and  28).  Both  de¬ 
fendants  emphatically  deny  the 
charges  and  Reeves  told  GCN  that 
the  boy’s  statements  are  full  of  in¬ 
consistencies. 

A  large  contingent  of  support¬ 
ers,  many  prepared  to  testify, 
packed  the  courtroom  so  full  that 
at  one  point  additional  seats  had  to 
be  brought  in.  However,  Hamrock 
asked  that  the  courtroom  be 
cleared  because  of  the  age  of  the 
(boy),  and  the  judge  ordered  all 
but  the  press  into  the  corridor. 

In  the  period  since  their  January 
25  arraignment.  Reeves  and 
Thompson  have  garnered  support 
from  a  wide  variety  of  individuals 
and  organizations.  A  support 
statement  deploring  their  arrests 
and  erroneous  reporting  in  the 
Boston  media  has  been  signed  by 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders,  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Boston, 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates,  Gay  Hispanic  Men,  the 
Committee  against  Racial  Vio- 
continued  on  page  6 


Hart  said  in  a  February  26  tele- 

Judge  Dismisses  Charges 
Against  Thompson,  Reeves 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  feminine  people  get  worse  problems  than 
those  of  us  that  can  get  in  a  bully  bag  if  necessary. 
Prisons  are  mean  places  for  someone  that  can  easily 
be  defined  as  fern  gay;  he  is  misused  and  abused  by 
the  inmates  and  trounced  on  as  the  source  of  all 
problems  by  the  administration,  the  ideal  scapegoat. 
If  the  lad  blows  up  and  stabs  some  ignorant  bastard  to 
get  them  off  his  back,  the  administration  doubles  the 
trounce,  the  same  kind  of  crap  that  gets  run  on  women 
that  are  raped.” 

—  Fred  Markham,  prisoner,  Huntsville,  Texas 

gay  ads  must  ride 

KANSAS  CITY,  KS  —  A  Kansas  City  gay  organ¬ 
ization  is  suing  the  city’s  Area  Transportation 
Authority  (ATA).  The  suit,  filed  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  states  that  the  ATA  violated  the  First 
Amendment  rights  of  members  of  the  Gay  Organized 
Alliance  for  Liberation  Inc.  (GOAL  Inc.)  by  refusing  to 
sell  advertising  space  on  ATA  buses. 

An  ATA  spokesperson  said  the  request  was 
denied  because  of  possible  controversy.  The  ATA 
accepts  advertisements  that  are  of  interest  to,  and 
acceptable  to,  the  whole  community,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  said. 

The  suit  will  be  heard  in  federal  district  court  here 
within  the  next  nine  months. 


lesbian  studies 

HARRISONBURG,  VA  —  Two  women  college 
professors  are  seeking  contributions  to  Women 
Identified  Women ,  an  anthology  on  lesbians  for  use  in 
college  classrooms.  Lesbians  from  all  political, 
economic,  racial  and  ethnic  backgrounds  are 
encouraged  to  submit  descriptive,  analytic  and 
theoretical  papers  to  the  editors,  Sandee  Potter  and 
Trudy  Darty. 

Potter  says  that  there  is  a  “scarcity  of  easily 
accessible  educational  material  on  lesbianism.” 

“Since  a  growing  number  of  colleges  and 
universities  are  offering  courses  in  women’s  studies, 
sociology,  psychology,  social  work,  counseling,  and 
human  sexuality  that  deal  with  lesbianism,  the  need 
for  a  comprehensive  yet  readable  anthology  is  much 
in  demand.” 

Women  Identified  Women  will  be  divided  into 
three  major  sections.  “Identity,”  the  first  section,  will 
contain  articles  that  “examine  the  socialization  pro¬ 
cesses  involved  in  lesbian  identity.”  Section  two, 
“Oppression,”  will  focus  on  “society’s  systematic 
discrimination  against  lesbians.”  The  last  section, 
“Culture  and  Community,”  will  discuss  lesbians  in 
the  United  States  as  a  national  community. 

Manuscripts,  typewritten  and  double-spaced,  may 
be  sent  to  Sandee  Potter,  Ph.D.,  Department  of 
Sociology,  James  Madison  University,  Harrisonburg, 
VA  22807  no  later  than  April  21  of  this  year. 


jerry  “pie”  ’d 

FORT  WORTH,  TX  —  The  Reverend  Jerry  Falwell 
got  a  little  fruity  during  his  address  to  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Bible  Baptist  Fellowship  here  when 
two  women  hurled  pies  at  him. 

The  attack,  staged  in  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial 
Auditorium  last  week,  caused  many  in  the  crowd  to 
become  “extremely  violent,”  according  to  the  police, 
and  the  pie-throwers  were  chased  by  about  a  dozen 
members  of  the  audience. 

The  police  said  the  women’s  pursuers  “roughed 
up”  a  man  who  attempted  to  intervene  between  them 
and  the  pie-throwers.  The  delegates  pulled  his  hair, 
punched  and  kicked  him,  said  the  police,  who  took  the 
man  into  protective  custody  temporarily.  Although  he 
said  he  could  not  identify  the  women,  he  said  they 
were  protesting  Falwell’s  opposition  to  abortion. 

The  two  protestors  disappeared  into  the  crowd. 


jesse  takes  the  helm,  battens  down  hatch 

WASHINGTON  —  Senator  Jesse  Helms  of  North 
Carolina  has  outdone  himself  as  an  opponent  of 
abortion  rights.  On  March  2,  he  introduced  legislation 
which  would  prohibit  any  federal  agency  from  per¬ 
forming  or  financing,  even  indirectly,  an  abortion, 
except  to  save  the  life  of  the  pregnant  woman. 

The  bill  was  introduced  after  strong  opposition 
was  expressed  by  anti-abortionists  to  Utah  Senator 
Orrin  Hatch’s  proposed  constitutional  amendment 
which  would  give  states  concurrent  authority  with  the 
federal  government  to  regulate  abortions  (see  GCA/, 
Vol.  9,  No.  20). 

Helm's  latest  proposal,  described  as  an  attempt 
to  unify  abortion  foes,  goes  further  than  the  Repub¬ 
lican  senator’s  “human  life  bill,”  which  has  the 
support  of  many  abortion  opponents.  The  new  bill 
would  prohibit: 

•  The  use  of  federal  funds  for  abortion-technique 
training,  research  related  to  abortions  and  “exper¬ 
imentation  on  aborted  children.” 

•  Spending  federal  funds  for  insurance  that 
directly  or  indirectly  pays  for  abortions  other  than 
when  a  woman’s  life  is  endangered. 

•  Discrimination  against  anyone  associated  with 
a  federally  funded  institution  who  opposes  abortion 
or  refuses  to  counsel  or  assist  in  an  abortion. 

The  proposal  seeks  to  define  “life”  as  beginning 
at  conception  and  “person"  to  include  human 
fetuses. 


state  checks  out  the  racist  at  the  door 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Immediately  following  a 
meeting  of  officials  from  the  New  York  State  Division 
of  Human  Rights  with  representatives  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  (BWMT/NY),  the  owner  of  the  gay 
disco  the  Ice  Palace  agreed  to  negotiate  with  the 
group  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  23). 

BWMT/NY  filed  the  complaint  of  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  the  disco  in  December  after  its 
proprietors  refused  to  apologize  in  writing  to  the 
black  members  of  BWMT  who  were  excluded  from  the 
bar  last  November,  and  refused  to  commit  themselves 
to  a  nondiscriminatory  door  policy. 

The  group  has  sponsored  pickets  outside  the 
disco  every  weekend  night  since  the  incident. 

Manager  Kevin  Cahill  said  that  the  establishment 
does  not  discriminate  against  anyone.  “We  hire  every¬ 
thing  here:  black  people,  Chinese  people,  lesbians, 
straight  people . . .  and  the  only  thing  we  screen  for  at 
the  door  is  age,”  Cahill  said. 

No  representative  from  the  Ice  Palace  responded 
to  the  Human  Rights  Division’s  invitation  to  the  pre- 
hearing  conference  on  February  4. 

At  that  meeting,  two  black  members  of  BWMT, 
John  L.  and  John  Klauder,  testified  that,  on  November 
15,  they  were  turned  away  from  the  door  of  the  Ice 
Palace  because  they  could  not  produce  three  picture 
I.D.’s.  They  told  the  state  officials  that  they  saw  white 
persons,  and  people  of  color  accompanied  by  white 
persons,  passing  into  the  bar  without  being  “carded” 
that  night. 

The  Division  must  find  “probable  cause”  before 
the  matter  can  proceed  to  a  formal  hearing.  BWMT 
has  decided  to  wait  until  this  statement  is  issued 
before  continuing  negotiations  with  the  disco’s 
owner,  Jimmy  Merry.  While  negotiations  proceed, 
BWMT  will  suspend  its  weekend  demonstrations. 


hunting  the  gay  mole 

HONG  KONG  —  The  Secretary  for  the  Civil 
Service  here,  Martin  Rowland,  recently  reminded  his 
Department  Heads  and  Branch  Secretaries  that  “no 
known  homosexual  should  be  appointed  to  the  Hong 
Kong  Civil  Service  irrespective  of  rank  or  grade.” 

This  highly  confidential  letter,  leaked  to  the 
London  Gay  News  by  one  of  the  thirty  bureaucrats 
who  received  it,  was  circulated  only  shortly  after  the 
Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  Sir  Murray  MacLehose, 
announced  he  was  ordering  the  Hong  Kong  Law 
Commission  to  study  the  laws  relating  to  homosexu¬ 
ality  with  a  view  to  liberalizing  them. 

According  to  the  Gay  News,  the  governor’s  move 
was  designed  to  defuse  the  outcry  over  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  gays  by  the  now  notorious  police  Special 
Operations  Unit. 

MacLehose  added  that,  in  his  personal  opinion, 
he  thought  the  laws  relating  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
should  be  brought  into  line  with  existing  United 
Kingdom  Laws. 

The  Law  Commission  will  most  likely  accept  the 
governor’s  recommendation,  according  to  Walter 
Easey  of  the  Hong  Kong  Research  Project.  “In  the 
meantime,”  Easey  added,  “observers  feel  that  the 
[Civil  Service  confidential  circular]  is  an  attempt  to 
pre-judge  or  prejudice  the  outcome  of  the  Law 
Commission’s  deliberations.” 

Easey  commented,  "It  is  rather  amusing  that 
whoever  it  was  of  the  thirty  people  who  leaked  the 
document  is  clearly  either  gay  or  sympathetic  to  gay 
rights.  Will  they  send  one  of  their  army  of  Leak 
Detectors  to  hunt  the  Gay  Mole?” 


resettled  youth 

BOSTON  —  After  months  of  searching,  Boston 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  has  found  a 
regular  meeting  place. 

Beginning  on  Wednesday,  March  17,  BAGLY  will 
meet  at  Saint  John  the  Evangelist  Church  at  35 
Bowdoin  Street  in  Boston.  The  space  is  being 
provided  free  of  charge. 

BAGLY  will  gather  there  from  7:00  to  9:00  pm  on 
Wednesdays  for  large-group  discussion  of  relevant 
topics.  Sundays  from  2:00  to  5:00  have  been  set  aside 
for  drop-in  sessions. 

BAGLY  can  be  contacted  by  calling  Steve  at  (617) 
491-0242  or  Kevin  at  (617)  262-2473  or  by  writing  them 
at  Box  10GY,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


gay  prisoners  around  the  world 

OSLO,  NORWAY  —  The  Homosexual  Prisoners 
Agency  is  soliciting  information  on  the  status  of 
homosexual  prisoners  around  the  world.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  under  the  auspices  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  (IGA),  will  present  its  finding  to  the 
human  rights  organization  in  Strasbourg,  France  in 
April,  as  well  as  to  the  IGA  meeting  in  Washington, 
D.C.  in  June. 

Lesbian  and  gay  male  prisoners  are  often 
persecuted  and  illegally  imprisoned,  said  committee 
member  Jan  Olav  Brynjulfsen.  "Can  the  IGA  as  an 
international  body  afford  to  overlook  such  an  awful 
reality?” 

Brynjulfsen  urges  persons  with  information 
about  lesbian  and  gay  male  prisoners  to  write  to  him 
at  Ragna  Nilsensvei  1,  Oslo  5,  Norway. 


f.b.i.  must  stop  illegal  spying 

CHICAGO  —  The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investiga¬ 
tion  (FBI)  and  some  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  male 
organizations  on  which  it  has  spied  reached  an  agree¬ 
ment  recently  which  gives  Chicagoans  the  right  to  file 
civil  suits  against  the  FBI  if  they  believe  they  have 
been  spied  upon  illegally. 

The  FBI  carried  out  surveillance  of  Chicago’s 
Mattachine  Society,  Gay  Liberation,  and  the  Gay 
Activist’s  Alliance  during  the  late  ’60s  and  ’70s.  This 
information  came  to  light  when  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  the  Alliance  to  End  Repression  and 
more  than  fifty  other  parties  who  had  been  spied  on  by 
authorities  filed  a  class-action  suit  against  the  FBI, 
the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA),  Army  intel¬ 
ligence  officials  and  the  Chicago  Police  Department’s 
Red  Squad. 

To  settle  the  lawsuit,  the  FBI  agreed  to  restrict  its 
surveillance  to  conduct  forbidden  by  U.S.  law  and 
promised  to  discontinue  investigation  of  behavior 
that  is  protected  by  the  First  Amendment.  The  bureau 
also  promised  not  to  disrupt  the  groups  it  is  inves¬ 
tigating  and  made  various  other  agreements  —  all  of 
which  amount  to  complying  with  the  law.  District 
Judge  Susan  Getzendanner  approved  the  agreement. 


schmitz  butchered  by  lawyeress 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Feminist  attorney  Gloria 
Allred  has  filed  a  $10  million  libel  suit  against  Senator 
John  Schmitz,  claiming  she  was  personally  and  pro¬ 
fessionally  maligned  by  his  statement  that  she  is  a 
“slick  butch  lawyeress”  (see  above  news  note). 

The  Senate  has  had  to  hire  a  private  attorney  at 
taxpayer  expense  to  defend  Schmitz  against  Allred’s 
charges. 

“The  last  place  I’d  like  to  spend  taxpayers’ 
money  is  defending  Senator  Schmitz,”  said  Senate 
President  Pro  Tern  David  Roberti  of  Los  Angeles.  But 
he  added  that  if  Allred  wins  the  suit  and  the  court 
awards  her  damages,  “we  would  run  afoul  of  the 
taxpayers  if  we  were  not  to  defend;  we’d  get  stuck 
with  damages  and  yet  we  did  nothing  to  defend.” 

Senate  Republican  Leader  William  Campbell  of 
Hacienda  Heights  said,  “Our  problem  is  that  he 
[Schmitz]  made  the  statement  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate.  We  have  a  legal  responsibility  to  defend  him 
under  these  circumstances, eventhough  we  disagreed 
rather  vigorously  with  those  statements.” 

Nevertheless,  when  commenting  about  a  motion 
being  led  by  Senator  Roberti  to  officially  censor 
Schmitz,  Campbell  said  that  such  a  punishment 
would  be  too  severe,  because  Schmitz  was  just 
exercising  his  rights  as  a  citizen  to  express  his 
beliefs. 


what  do  prison  keepers  want  to  hide? 

BOSTON  —  The  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  has  proposed  a  raft  of  new  “security 
tightening”  regulations,  some  of  which  would 
dangerously  limit  media  access  to  prisoners, 
according  to  members  of  Families  and  Friends  of 
Prisoners  (FFP),  who  are  urging  Massachusetts  resi¬ 
dents  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  regulations. 

In  a  letter  to  members  of  the  press  urging  them  to 
attend  a  March  1  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  new 
rules,  Susan  Jacoby  of  FFP  called  the  new  limitations 
concerning  news  media  relations  “alarmingly  vague.” 

Some  persons  attending  the  hearing  expressed 
concern  about  the  absence  of  a  mechanism  for  review 
of  actions  of  DOC  officials;  all  decisions  made  by  top 
DOC  officials  are  reviewed  by  top  DOC  officials  only. 

Prisoners’  rights  activists  have  been  calling  for 
the  establishment  of  a  citizen’s  review  board  for 
years,  and  some  persons  present  at  the  meeting 
reiterated  this  demand. 

Others  protested  the  fact  that  prisoners  had  no 
access  to  the  hearing,  although  the  regulations  will 
affect  them  most. 

DOC  officials  have  also  proposed  new  restric¬ 
tions  in  the  following  areas:  inmates’  possession  of 
property,  mail  regulations,  library  services,  visiting 
procedures,  and  regulations  governing  social  and 
medical  research  and  evaluation.  For  information 
about  these  proposed  regulations,  contact  the  GCN 
Prisoner  Project.  Written  comments  about  the 
regulations  may  be  filed  up  until  March  15  with 
Melinda  Milberg,  Counsel,  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tions,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Boston,  MA  02202. 


herpes  symposium 

BOSTON  —  A  symposium  on  herpes  simplex 
virus  especially  designed  for  persons  who  have 
frequent  recurrent  herpes  will  be  held  on  March  27  in 
the  Sherman  Auditorium  of  Beth  Israel  Hospital,  330 
Brookline  Avenue.  It  will  be  led  by  a  panel  of 
physicians  who  are  actively  engaged  in  work  to  aid  the 
herpes  sufferer.  Topics  of  the  question  and  answer 
sessions  include:  causes,  symptoms,  transmission 
and  treatment  of  herpes,  pregnancy  and  herpes, 
psychological  aspects  of  herpes,  and  nutritional 
aspects  of  recurrent  herpes. 

For  information,  write  to  the  Boston  HELP 
Chapter  (Local  Herpes  Resource  Center),  P.O.  Box 
1027,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  021 17  by  March  19. 
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Susan  Saxe  Calls  Tax  Evasion  Charges  Frame-Up 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

FRAMINGHAM,  MA  —  Susan 
Saxe,  lesbian  feminist  anti-war 
and  prisoner’s  rights  activist,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  target  of  a  frame-up 
that  could  potentially  keep  her  im¬ 
prisoned  for  several  more  years, 
Saxe,  whose  sentence  in  Fram¬ 
ingham  prison  stems  from  a  bank 
robbery  committed  in  1970  during 
the  height  of  the  anti-Vietnam  war 
protests,  has  been  indicted  on  tax 
evasion  charges  just  months  be¬ 
fore  her  upcoming  release  from 
prison. 

Also  indicted  were  Richard 
Quillen,  Benjamin  DeChristoforo, 
George  McGrath,  and  Wendell 
Greeman.  All  Five  worked  with  a 
prisoner-run  computer  company 
located  inside  MCI  Framingham. 

The  charges  come  in  the  after- 
math  of  a  much-publicized  police 
raid  on  the  prison  in  the  early 
morning  hours  of  Jan.  6.  The 
District  Attorney’s  office  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  time  that  it  was 
looking  for  evidence  of  a  huge 
gambling  and  drug  operation  run 
from  within  Framingham  prison’s 
computer  room.  Little  or  no  drugs 
were  actually  found  in  the  prison, 
and  as  GCN  went  to  press  no  one 
inside  the  prison  had  been  indicted 
on  gambling  or  drug  charges. 

GCN  talked  with  Susan  Saxe 
about  the  raid  and  the  new  charges 
against  her.  Saxe  says  she  has  done 
nothing  illegal  and  that  the  pris¬ 
oner-run  computer  company  has 
done  nothing  illegal.  “We  haven’t 
concealed  a  penny  we’ve  spent.  All 
the  money  has  gone  through  the 
institution’s  books  and  they  have 
been  audited  every  year.”  Saxe 
says  the  raid  was  an  excuse  to  bring 
about  repressive  changes  in  the 
prison  rules  and  regulations  — 
changes  that  the  Department  of 
Corrections  (DOC)  has  been  try- 


News  Analysis 


ing  unsuccessfully  to  make  for 
years.  “The  DOC  under  Governor 
King  has  a  philosophy  that  says 
prisoners  are  scum.  They  believe 
inmates  shouldn’t  have  access  to 
money  or  phones.  They  are  for 
total  control  —  it  is  a  completely 
rigid,  authoritarian  philosophy,  as 
opposed  to  a  more  liberal  rehabili¬ 
tation-oriented  philosophy.  In 
order  to  bring  about  the  changes 
they  wanted  they  had  to  go 
through  due  process.  But  they 
have  been  running  into  communi¬ 
ty  opposition  going  that  route  and 


had  gotten  bogged  down  in  legal 
hurdles.  Their  time  was  running 
out  —  the  old  administration  may 
go  in  the  next  election  —  so  they 
were  left  with  the  only  other  way  to 
get  around  the  regulations  and 
proper  channels  —  declare  a  state 
of  emergency.  The  raid  was  a 
smokescreen  for  dislodging  a  lot  of 
programs,  individuals,  and  prac¬ 
tices  that  had  existed  over  time.” 

Why  gambling,  drugs  and  the 
computer  room?  Saxe  speculates 
that  during  the  government’s  in¬ 
vestigation  of  an  organized  crime 
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Christians  Pressure  Reagan, 
Threaten  Liberal  Senators 


By  David  Peterson 

PASADENA,  CA  —  Christian 
Voice  (CV),  a  conservative,  fun¬ 
damentalist  Christian  group,  has 
launched  a  “Presidential  Report 
Card”  project  to  poll  conservative 
Christians  on  how  they  think  Rea¬ 
gan  is  doing  his  job. 

The  purpose  of  the  survey,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  “confidential”  cover 
letter,  is  to  garner  support  for 
Reagan  on  several  “moral  issues,” 
such  as  school  prayer,  abortion 
and  homosexuality.  CV  says 
Reagan  is  being  pressured  by 
liberals  to  sidestep  these  issues  as  a 
tradeoff  for  support  on -his  con¬ 
troversial  economic  package.  By 
taking  the  poll  and  reporting  its 
results,  the  letter  says,  CV  intends 
to  show  Reagan  that  “millions  of 
Americans  will  get  behind  him  if 
he  stands  firm  on  abortion,  prayer 
in  schools,  the  family  protection 
act,  and  other  vital  moral  issues. 

CV  states  that  the  “liberal 
media”  are  “rallying  for  a  major 
attack  on  President  Reagan,”  and 
therefore  “we  have  to  educate  the 
President’s  advisers  that  they  can 
ignore  the  media  and  the  liberal 
power  establishment  so  long  as  the 
President  has  the  support  of  the  60 
million  member  Christian  com¬ 
munity!”  And,  according  to  CV, 
what  the  “Christian  community” 
wants  is:  “prayer  in  schools;  the 
end  of  abortion;  no  more  forced 
busing;  the  outlawing  of  pornog¬ 
raphy;  an  end  to  special  rights  for 
homosexuals;  the  restoration  of 
law  and  order  and  more  protection 
for  law-abiding  citizens.” 

The  survey,  laid  out  in  a  report- 
card  format,  has  two  groups  of 
questions.  The  first  group  is  in¬ 
tended  to  assess  how  Reagan  has 
lived  up  to  his  campaign  promises. 


The  quesitons  focus  primarily  on 
the  issues  of  national  defense, 
economics  and  law-and-order. 
There  is  no  mention  of  homosex¬ 
uality  in  this  group  of  questions. 

The  second  group  of  questions 
solicits  suggestions  for  the  direc¬ 
tion  the  respondant  would  like  to 
see  Reagan  take  in  the  future. 
Listed  are  several  specific  issues, 
including  the  demands  to  “block 
gay  job  quotas,”  “stop  immoral 
sex  ed  classes  in  our  public 
schools,”  “block  the  passage  of  the 
ERA”  and  “stop  (sic)  government 
grants  to  groups  advocating  abor¬ 
tion,  homosexuality,  sex  ed.”  No 
opportunity  is  given  for  the 
respondant  to  indicate  whether 
these  are  bona  fide  issues  or  to 
comment  on  the  phrasing  of  the 
questions. 

The  implication  that  homosex¬ 
uals  are  now  getting  “special 
rights,”  that  government  money  is 
used  to  advocate  homosexuality 
and  that  homosexuals  want  to  be 
included  in  affirmative  action  pro¬ 
grams  is  a  propaganda  technique 
that  CV  and  other  New  Right 
groups  have  found  useful  in 
previous  appeals  for  funds  and 
other  support. 

In  the  past,  CV  has  conducted 
an  annual  “Congressional  Report 
Card”  which  scores  the  voting 
records  of  senators  and  represen¬ 
tatives  on  several  “moral”  issues, 
ranging  from  abortion,  busing  and 
gay  rights  to  Rhodesia  sanctions 
and  balancing  the  federal  budget. 
A  representative’s  or  senator’s  pro- 
gay  vote  has,  of  course,  lowered 
his  or  her  “grade”  on  the  CV  report 
card. 

Currently,  Christian  Voice  is  be¬ 
ginning  a  campaign  to  “expose” 
Rep.  Bob  Kastenmeier’s  (D-WI) 


“liberal  anti-family  voting  record.” 
Claiming  that  Kastenmeier  and 
Senator  Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA) 
are  conducting  a  “national  attack 
on  our  morality,”  CV  has  pledged 
next  to  “go  after  Kennedy.” 

Christian  Voice  was  founded  in 
continued  on  page  6 


operation  in  the  North  End  of 
Boston  the  phone  number  of  the 
computer  room  “might  have  turn¬ 
ed  up  somewhere  in  that  investiga¬ 
tion.”  This  led  to  a  wiretap  of  the 
computer  room  phone. 

“By  the  time  they  were  done 
with  the  wiretaps  they  had  to  be 
totally  clear  that  1  had  nothing  to 
do  with  gambling  and  drugs. 
There  is  no  way  in  hell  they  could 
have  listened  to  those  tapes  and 
thought  I  had  done  anything  il¬ 
legal  or  that  I  was  a  ‘ringleader’  of 
the  operation.  The  whole  thing  has 
been  a  media  circus. 

“The  grand  jury  sitting  in  this 
case  is  trying  hard  to  find 
something  they  just  don’t  have. 
There’snocomputgamblingringof 
any  kind.  They  started  out  fishing, 
and  now  they  are  just  fabricat¬ 
ing.” 

Saxe,  who  will  be  arraigned  on 
Friday,  March  5,  has  been  charged 
under  Chapter  62c  of  the  general 
laws  of  the  state.  The  indictments 
charge  that  for  1979,  1980  and 
1981  Saxe  “did  willfully  fait  to  file 
a  return  required  by  Chapter  62c 
...  or  did  willfully  file  an  incorrect 
return,  or  did  with  the  intent  to 
evade  tax  file  no  return  or  a  false 
or  fraudulent  return.” 

GCN  asked  Byrna  Aronson, 
who  works  with  Saxe’s  lawyer 
Nancy  Gertner,  what  her  reactions 
were  to  the  indictments.  Aronson 
responded,  “Our  position  will  be 
that  Susan  is  not  required  to  file  an 
income  tax  return,  and  that  this 
method  of  handling  it  is  absolutely 
outrageous.  Any  other  taxpayer 
that  they  suspected  should  have 
filed  they  would  have  contacted 
first  to  have  a  discussion  with 
them.  Then  if  somebody  refused 
to  pay,  they  might  have  gone  after 
them  criminally.  Susan  and  the 
others  have  never  been  notified  by 
the  tax  department  that  they  were 
required  to  file.  If  in  fact  it  was 
ever  determined  thatsomebolyhad 
to  file  a  tax  return,  in  order  for  it 
to  be  a  criminal  charge  it  would 
have  to  be  proved  that  they  willful¬ 
ly  knew  they  were  supposed  to  file 
and  that  they  refused  to.  The  will¬ 
fully  knowing  is  what  makes  it 
criminal.  Our  position  is  going  to 
be,  and  we  have  been  in  touch  with 
tax  experts,  that  this  group  did  not 
have  to  file  an  income  tax  return  — 
so  we  don’t  even  get  to  the  ‘willful’ 
issue.” 

“I  think  it  is  all  pure  harassment 
of  the  computer  program.  They 
have  hated  it  for  years.  Hated 
that  it’s  been  semi-independent, 


even  though  it  has  been  supervised 
by  both  Honeywell  and  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Corrections.  They 
hate  it  because  it  is  essentially 
prisoner-run  and  it  teaches 
prisoners  skills  that  enable  them  to 
get  out  and  get  real  jobs.” 

GCN  asked  Aronson  if  she  be¬ 
lieved  there  was  an  element  in  the 
government  and  police  depart¬ 
ment  that  wanted  to  see  Susan  do 
more  time  in  prison,  and  whether 
or  not  she  believed  that  this  tax 
prosecution  was  a  part  of  that.  “1 
don’t  see  how  you  could  read  it 
any  other  way,”  Aronson  told 
GCN.  “The  tax  charges  —  even  if 
they  were  true  which  they  are  not 
—  but  even  if  they  were  true  — 
they  will  have  essentially  no  effect 
as  a  criminal  prosecution  against 
any  of  the  other  people  that  they 
have  charged,  because  they  are  all 
lifers.  The  only  person  that  it  will 
have  any  effect  on  their  imprison¬ 
ment  will  be  Susan.  If  in  fact  they 
believed  that  people  should  have 
been  filing  income  tax  returns  and 
paying  taxes,  which  we  don’t,  they 
could  have  proceeded  civilly  like 
they  do  with  everybody  else  —  to 
try  to  collect  the  money.  Isn’t  that 
the  name  of  the  game,  collecting 
the  money?  They  aren’t  doing 
that.  What  they  are  doing  is  trying 
to  get  convictions.  The  only  per¬ 
son  a  conviction  is  going  to  matter 
against  is  Susan.” 

The  tax  evasion  charges  are  all 
misdemeanors  and  the  maximum 
sentence  is  one  year  imprisonment 
for  each  tax  year  listed  in  the  in¬ 
dictments. 

GCN  tried  on  several  occasions 
to  reach  the  District  Attorney’s  of¬ 
fice  to  ask  for  comments  on  the  tax 
charges  against  Saxe.  The  DA’s 
office  told  GCN  that  they  could 
not  comment  “because  charges 
are  pending.” 

Saxe  has  already  served  seven 
years  in  prison.  During  that  time 
she  has  helped  start  several  pro¬ 
grams  including  the  Sesame  Street 
program  which  teaches  child  de¬ 
velopment  to  prisoners  and  cer¬ 
tifies  them  as  day  care  workers; 
and  the  AIM  program,  or  Aid  to 
Incarcerated  Mothers,  which  gives 
para-legal  aid  and  child  custody 
support  to  incarcerated  mothers. 
Saxe  has  also  helped  to  expand 
community  input  in  the  prison. 

Since  the  raid  closed  down  the 
computer  program  where  Saxe  us¬ 
ed  to  work,  she  is  now  working  in 
the  prison’s  law  library. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Austin  City  Council 
OKs  Gay  Rights  Amendment 


By  David  Morris 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  A  month  after 
voters  soundly  rejected  an  anti-gay 
counterproposal,  the  Austin  city 
council  has  approved  an  amend¬ 
ment  adding  lesbians  and  gay  men 
to  those  protected  by  law  against 
discrimination  in  housing. 

Five  of  the  seven  councilors 
voted  on  February  18  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  after  the  January 
16  defeat  of  an  initiative  which 
called  for  an  ordinance  reading, 
“It  shall  not  be  unlawful  to  deny 
housing  on  the  basis  of  sexual  or¬ 
ientation”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No. 
26). 

The  initiative,  which  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  63  percent  margin,  re¬ 
sulted  from  a  petition  drive  by 
Austin  Citizens  for  Decency 
(ACD)  after  the  five  councilors  in¬ 
dicated  last  summer  that  they  fa¬ 
vored  the  amendment  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  Nos.  7  and  25). 

Since  it  was  passed  as  an  emer¬ 
gency  measure,  the  amendment 
cannot  be  repealed  by  referendum 
and  a  second  initiative  cannot  be 
held  on  the  same  question  for  two 
years.  It  is  unclear  whether  the  city 


charter  would  allow  action  by  initi¬ 
ative  or  referendum  on  the  entire 
ordinance,  which  prohibits  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  grounds  in  addition  to  sex¬ 
ual  orientation. 

The  Boston  Globe  quotes  ACD 
leader  Steven  Hotze  as  saying  the 
groups  will  not  circulate  another 
petition  but  will  concentrate  on  the 
city  council  elections  scheduled  for 
next  year.  Gay  activists  see  little 
threat  of  homophobic  electoral 
victory.  “If  they  have  the  same  so¬ 
phistication  in  working  on  the  city 
council  campaigns  that  they  show¬ 
ed  in  their  own  campaign,”  said 
activist  Steve  Thomas,  “It  would 
be  very  good  news  for  us  because 
they  were  really  awful.  We’d  have 
seven  good  folks  instead  of  five  if 
they  put  their  all  into  electing 
Moral  Majority  types.” 

The  Globe  quotes  Hotze  as  say¬ 
ing  the  ACD’s  unsuccessful  initia¬ 
tive  effort  nevertheless  let  gay  peo¬ 
ple  know  that  “Austin  is  not  going 
to  let  them  come  in  and  take  over 
the  city  like  they  have  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.”  Hotze  did 
not  specify  where  gay  people  come 


from  or  what  cities  they  have  taken 
over.  - 

Citizens  for  a  United  Austin,  the 
groups  which  organized  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  anti-gay  initiative,  is 
seeking  donations  to  help  pay  the 
$15,000  in  debts  incurred  during 
the  campaign.  Donations  may  be 
sent  to  Citizens  for  a  United  Aus¬ 
tin,  P.O.  Box  3301,  Austin,  TX 
78764.  — filed  from  Boston 


Correction 

Last  week’s  News  Note 
entitled  bach  against  nukes 
mistakenly  reported  that  the 
anti-nuclear  classical  con¬ 
cert  held  in  Boston’s  Sym¬ 
phony  Hall  was  sponsored 
by  Musicians  for  Nuclear 
Arms.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
correct  name  of  the  spon¬ 
soring  organization  is  Musi¬ 
cians  Against  Nuclear  Arms 
(MANA). 

We  regret  the  error  and 
any  consequent  confusion. 
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Community  Voices - 


wbai 

Dear  GCN, 

Thanks  to  GCN  for  picking  up  the  news  item 
(Vol.  9,  no.  31)  on  the  Gay  Mens  Department  of 
WBAI-N.Y.,  in  the  New  York  Native.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Native  omitted  information  vital  to 
understanding  the  struggle  and  its  causes. 

I  must  first  point  out  that  WBAI  is  a  listener 
sponsored  radio  station  and  depends  on  volun¬ 
teers  for  its  very  existence  and  operation.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  Gays,  men  and  women,  have  been 
heavily  involved  in  the  functioning  of  the  station 
over  the  years,  and  that  includes  fund  raising  on 
and  off  the  air,  conditions  for  Gays  are  no  better 
than  the  world  outside  of  its  four  walls.  Which  is 
to  say,  it  is  rife  with  sexism,  racism  and  insidious 
homophobia,  a  general  meaness  of  spirit  which 
often  pollutes  the  airwaves. 

Gay  men  have  produced  programs  at  WBAI 
since  the  mid  1960’s,  first  as  independent  pro¬ 
ducers  and  later,  starting  in  June  1980,  as  an  of¬ 
ficially  recognized  department.  Lesbian  program¬ 
ming  is  produced  by  the  Womens  Department. 
Unlike  other  departments  however,  the  director 
of  the  Gay  Mens  Department  remained  unsalar¬ 
ied.  The  significance  of  that  in  a  capitalist  (and 
homophobic)  society  should  be  obvious. 

In  October  of  1980,  Samori  Marksman  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  stations  program  director  and  that  is 
when  the  customary  antagonisms  began  to  esca¬ 
late.  He  began  to  meddle  in  the  workings  of  the 
Gay  Mens  Department  in  a  destructive  way,  pit¬ 
ting  people  against  each  other.  The  logo  for  Gay 
Rap  was  “A  program  for  and  about  the  Gay  male 
community.”  Director  Marksman  insisted  our 
focus  was  “too  narrow,”  we  should  deal  with 
“larger  issues.”  Marksman  believes  the  problems 
and  concerns  of  Gay  men  are  “a  peripheral  mat¬ 
ter.”  When  he  met  with  resistance,  he  reduced 
program  time  from  ninety  minutes  to  one  hour 
per  week,  which  was  shortly  after  I  was  elected 
Director  of  the  Gay  Mens  Department.  In  a  dis¬ 
cussion  with  Marksman  at  that  time,  he  eagerly 
told  me  that  “there  were  no  homosexuals  in 
Africa  before  it  was  colonized”  and  that,  in  fact, 
unlike  black  people.  Gays  could  avoid  most  of 
their  problems  by  simply  not  going  public. 

Some  months  earlier  Marksman  induced  Isaac 
Jackson,  then  director  of  the  Gay  Mens  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  fire  Charles  Pitts,  another  Gay  pro¬ 
ducer/announcer  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Department.  Satisfactory  reasons  have  never 
been  given  for  Pitts’  dismissal.  What  was  in  it  for 
Jackson?  Much  coveted  airtime!  Jackson  had 
submitted  program  guide  (The  Folio)  notes  for 
his  replacement  of  Pitts  months  before  he  (Pitts) 
was  dismissed. 

The  general  morale  of  Gay  programmers  at 
WBAI  was  rapidly  declining.  Non-Gay  producers 
and  announcers  felt  and  feel  free  to  make  derog¬ 
atory  remarks  about  Gay  people  on  Air.  Some  an¬ 
nouncers,  for  example,  Lyn  Samuels,  used  an¬ 
nouncements  of  Upcoming  Gay  program's  as  an 
opportunity  to  make  mocking  and  malicious 
comments  of  Gays. 

WBAI  is  not  the  alternative  it  pretends  to  be 
and  it  is  certainly  not  a  pool  of  good  will.  My  two 
and  one  half  years  (unpaid)  as  a  volunteer  pro¬ 
ducer  have  convinced  me  of  that. 

In  Novemeber  1981,  at  a  stormy  meeting  of  the 
Gay  Mens  Department  with  General  Manager, 
Rosemarie  Reed  and  Director  Marksman,  we 
were  assaulted  with  all  kinds  of  vague,  false  and 
bizarre  charges  and  when  asked  to  be  more  spe¬ 
cific  they  merely  repeated  those  vague  charges 
and  unjustified  criticisms  along  with  the  threat  to 
dissolve  the  Gay  Mens  Department  if  we  did  not 
toe  the  line.  Manager  Reed  seemed  to  take  delight 
in  telling  us  that  Gay  programming  “sucks.”  We 
were  stunned  by  their  rudeness  and  contempt. 

The  manager  and  Program  Director  were,  in 
fact,  simply  laying  the  groundwork  for  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  Department,  which  followed  on 
January  15,  1982.  David  Wynyard,  the  then  cur¬ 
rent  Gay  Men’s  Department  director,  had  already 
been  placed  on  involuntary  leave.  Manager  Reed 
refused  to  discuss  the  reason  for  Wynyard’s  leave 
of  absence  or  the  possibility  of  his  return.  As  a 
result  1  once  again  became  Department  Director, 
pro-tern.  After  the  incorporation  of  Gay  men’s 
programming  into  the  Public  Affiars  Department 
(a  sort  of  catch-all)  which  is  headed  by  a  het¬ 
erosexual  male  who  is  in  great  need  of  conscious¬ 
ness  raising,  some  of  the  Gay  producers  refused 
to  continue.  They  felt  they  had  lost  what  little  dig¬ 
nity  they  had  been  allowed,  along  with  program¬ 
ming  autonomy.  It  was  my  position  that  all  Gay 
male  producers  should  refuse  to  work  until  inde¬ 
pendence  could  be  restored  rather  than  collabor¬ 
ate.  The  collaborationists  (and  fifth  columnists) 
won. 

At  a  recent  meeting  with  the  new  (heterosexual) 
Gay  programming  director,  I  came  into  sharp 
conflict  with  some  of  the  remaining  Gay  pro¬ 
ducers  and  the  director  over  various  issues  in¬ 
cluding  the  conduct  of  WBAI’s  management. 
The  following  morning  the  director  of  the  Public 


Affairs  Department,  Dave  Metzger,  informed  me 
by  telephone  that  I  was  no  longer  welcome  to  do 
programs.  He  accused  me  of  being  a  racist  based 
on  my  referring  to  Samori  Marksman  as  “The 
Great  Black  Father.”  I’m  not  sure  which  one  of 
those  four  words  alone  or  in  conjunction  would 
be  “racist.”  I  was  alluding  to  the  patriarchal  pig¬ 
gery  of  director  Marksman  who  is  after  all  a  black 
man,  who  like  the  “Great  White  Father”  giveth 
and  taketh  away.  The  convenient  charge  of  “ra¬ 
cism”  is  of  course  a  false  one  intended  to  serve 
various  purposes  one  of  them  being,  the  tool  for 
removing  a  troublesome,  militant  faggot,  in  this 
case,  me.  “If  you  would  conquer,  you  must  first 
divide.” 

What  is  most  disturbing  about  this  affair  is  that 
the  left  (WBAI)  seems  to  be  falling  in  lockstep 
with  the  right.  And  some  of  our  shortsighted  Gay 
brothers  at  WBAI  have  selfishly  allowed  them¬ 
selves  to  be  taken  in  by  empty  promises  from 
management.  What  is  likely  is  that  more  Gay 
heads  will  roll  at  WBAI  and  be  replaced  with  lem¬ 
onade  fairies  who  offend  no  one  and  set  Gay  con¬ 
sciousness  back  twenty  years.  Gays  at  WBAI  have 
always  been  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  listeners  and 
most  of  the  staff  and  that’s  what  it’s  all  about.  Fi¬ 
nally,  1  regret  to  say  those  same  Gay  brothers 
seem  to  have  lost  touch  with  the  aims,  demands 
and  spirit  of  the  Gay  Liberation  and  Rights  strug¬ 
gle.  The  “backlash”  has  scored  another  victory. 
Rudy  Grillo 
New  York,  New  York 

a  letter  from 
abroad 

A  Letter  to  GCN: 

Now  that  I’m  living  and  traveling  in  Latin 
America,  I  feel  a  little  like  Helen  Weinstock  in 
Israel,  responding  to  things  in  GCN  long  after 
they  have  appeared.  .  .  .  Nonetheless,  I  just 
received  the  30  January  issue,  nearly  a  month 
after  it  was  mailed  out,  and  there  are  a  couple  of 
items  that  I  want  to  comment  upon: 

In  the  front-page  story  about  voters  in  Austin, 
Texas,  rejecting  an  anti-gay  initiative,  it  is  incor¬ 
rectly  stated  that  the  CBS  program  “Gay  Power, 
Gay  Politics”  was  censured  by  the  National  News 
Council  as  the  result  of  a  complaint  filed  by  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  Over  the  years,  the 
NGTF  has  had  the  lamentable  habit  of  trying  to 
take  credit  for  the  work  of  other  people:  It  was 
Randy  Alfred,  a  San  Francisco  journalist,  who 
did  all  the  work  of  researching  and  writing  a 
22-page  complaint  to  the  Council.  I  know  —  I 
wrote  the  GCN  story  about  the  censuring  a  year 
and  a  half  ago,  when  I  still  lived  in  San  Francisco. 
NGTF,  according  to  Randy,  submitted  a  brief 
complaint  —  and  cited  his  work  as  documenta¬ 
tion.  After  the  censure,  it  claimed  in  a  press 
release  to  have  made  the  complaint  that  resulted 
in  the  censure  decision  —  a  misleading  and  dis¬ 
honest  claim,  to  say  the  least. 

I  note,  also,  the  arrest  of  Tom  Reeves  and 
Michael  Thompson  on  what  I  am  almost  certain 
are  charges  trumped  up  by  Boston  police  as  a 
result  of  their  political  activities  with  NAMBLA. 

I  am  upset,  but  hardly  surprised:  When  we  first 
formed  the  Boston/Boise  Committee  over  four 
years  ago,  many  of  us  were  concerned  that  some¬ 
one  as  upfront  and  outspoken  as  Tom  might  be 
set  up  as  a  result  of  his  defending  some  of  the 
most  misunderstood  and  hated  scapegoats  that 
our  repressed  and  guilt-obsessed  society  chooses 
to  pillory.  Now,  apparently,  this  has  happened. 
Tom  and  Michael  have  my  unqualified  support. 

On  the  same  subject,  I  recall  a  particularly  ob¬ 
noxious  letter  that  appeared  in  GCN  a  couple  of 
months  ago,  by  John  Fitzgerald  of  Boston,  in 
which  he  accuses  the  advocates  of  man/boy  love, 
across  the  board,  of  being  interested  solely  in 
child-molestation.  He  also  accuses  gay  radicals  of 
trying  to  speak  for  the  entire  gay  community.  His 
tone,  as  has  been  customary  in  his  letters  over  the 
years,  is  filled  with  hatred. 

Well,  I  speak  only  for  myself,  and  Tom  Reeves 
speaks  only  for  himself  —  indeed,  people  who 
speak  for  themselves  are  the  very  pillar  of  GCNs 
strength  and  independence.  I  remember  well, 
however,  during  the  Boston/Boise  Committee, 
when  we  were  organizing  to  fight  the  Revere  “Sex 
Ring”  that  DA  Garrett  Byrne  had  concocted  in  his 
bid  for  reelection,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Boston  Globe  in  which  he  presumed  to 
apologize  on  behalf  of  the  gay  community  for  the 
existence  of  the  “Ring.”  Had  we  taken  his  advice 
four  years  ago,  instead  of  organizing  to  fight 
back,  we  could  well  have  suffered  a  full-scale 
witch-hunt  from  which  even  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
clothed  in  his  protestations  of  respectability, 
might  not  have  been  safe. 

John  Kyper 
Mexico  City,  Mexico 


i  do 

To  Letters  to  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  all  of  your  readers, 
everywhere.  I  may  seem  naive,  but  it  is  an  honest 
appeal  with  hopes  that  many  responses  may  be  re¬ 
ceived. 

My  friend-lover  and  I  have  known  each  other 
for  several  months,  and  we  are  planning  a  “mar¬ 
riage”  relationship  in  the  distant  future  —  after  a 
long  and  meaningful  “courtship.”  We  are  both 
professionals:  he  is  a  professor  and  I  am  a 
clergyman.  We  are  in  middle  age,  and  neither  of 
us  has  had  a  lover  before.  Now  to  the  point. 

Paul  and  I  desire  to  create  a  “covenant”  be¬ 
tween  us  that  encompasses  every  aspect  of  life, 
especially  legalities.  We  also  plan  to  have  a  “mar¬ 
riage”  ceremony  that  will  probably  be  called  “A 
Celebration  of  New  Life.”  However,  in  that  we 
are  both  fairly  new  to  the  gay  scene,  we  know  of 
no  “covenants”  and/or  “marriage  ceremonies” 
appropriate  and  prior  to  creating  our  own. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  be  of  help  to 
us  by  forwarding  copies  of  same,  suggestions, 
and/or  any  other  helpful  information. 

Thanks  to  all, 

R.  Smith 
622  Plant  St. 

Utica,  NY  13502 

leaving  the  church 

Editor: 

Thanks  to  Christopher  Glynn  (2/22/82)  for 
writing  what  I  have  longed  to  say  in  response  to 
Mr.  Bronski’s  whining  anti-Catholic  diatribes 
disguised  as  book  and  movie  reviews. 

I  had  neither  the  time  nor  the  energies  to  give  to 
such  a  detailed  and  accurate  response  as  Mr. 
Glynn’s,  but  I  am  happy  that  someone  finally  said 
it. 

Mr.  Bronski’s  rather  anemic  reply  said  much. 
He  is  a  good  writer  in  general.  If  he  can  get  over 
his  Catholic  phobia,  he  could  be  excellent.  As 
they  say:  “You  can  leave  the  Church,  but  some¬ 
times  the  Church  won’t  leave  you.” 

Sincerely, 

Fr.  Robert  Nugent,  SDS 
Co-director 
New  Ways  Ministry 
Mt.  Rainier,  MD 

whose  community 

Dear  GCN, 

I  must  take  issue  with  a  recent  letter  writer  who 
strongly  objected  to  a  review  of  Michael 
Bronski’s. 

I  have  read  and  admired  Mr.  Bronski’s  writing 
for  a  long  time  and  while  more  often  than  not  I 
find  myself  in  substantial  disagreement  with  him, 
I  do  find  his  criticism  to  be  intelligent  on  the 
whole. 

A  better  letter  written  in  criticism  of  Mr.  Bron- 
ski  and  GCN  might  have  begun  by  observing  that 
GCN  does  not  frequently  go  out  of  its  way  in  be¬ 
ing  supportive  of  gay  religious  groups  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  let  alone  lesbians  and  gays  who  identify 
heavily  with  their  ethnic  background.  My  mem¬ 
ory  may  be  weak  in  this  area,  but  I  don’t  recall 
reading  much  if  anything  in  GCN  on  either  the 
national  Dignity  conference  held  last  Labor  Day 
or  the  International  Conference  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Jews. 

If  GCNreally  wants  to  bill  itself  as  being  a  pub¬ 
lication  that  regularly  covers  “gay  community 
news”  then  it  must  realize  that  there  are  many 
groups  in  the  subculture  that  do  not  share  its  po¬ 
litical  point  of  view  or  its  editorial  policies. 

Frankly,  I  would  like  to  read  more  about  estab¬ 
lished  conservative  groups  in  the  pages  of  GCN , 
and  1  would  like  to  see  political  writing  of  a  more 
moderate  or  even  conservative  philosophy  than 
the  usual  leftist  theorizing  that  seems  to  regularly 
dominate  your  pages. 

For  only  with  information  on  all  groups  in  the 
subculture  can  I  truly  be  assured  of  being  aware 
of  all  “gay  community  news.” 

Rich  Grzesiak 
Philadelphia,  PA 

era  lives 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  horrified  to  see  such  a  negative  NEWS 
NOTE  in  the  February  13  issue  concerning  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA).  Everyone  who 
has  any  hopes  of  seeing  equality  for  women  in  this 
century  is  rallying  for  June  1982  passage;  less 
than  5  months  away.  There  is  still  a  possibility  of 
passage  of  the  ERA  in  Oklahoma  since  the  same 
day  the  Senate  tabled  it,  the  resolution  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Oklahoma  House  of  Representatives 
by  Representative  Helen  Arnold.  The  ERA  can 
also  be  introduced  again  before  June  30  in  the 
Senate  under  its  rules.  NOWHERE  in  your  nega¬ 
tively  titled  (“end  of  an  era?”)  blurb  did  you  in¬ 
clude  these  facts.  This  is  just  the  kind  of  counter 
journalism  which  women  have  been  battling  for 
years.  NOW  is  spearheading  the  ERA  Count¬ 
down  Campaign,  and  would  be  very  glad  to  pro¬ 
vide  current  details  and  legislative  updates.  As 
lesbians  and  gays  we  cannot  ignore  what  the  Right 
is  forcing  upon  any  minority  ...  if  51%  of  the 
population  can  be  a  minority.  1  urge  you  to  join 
us  in  OUR  struggle  for  EQUALITY. 

Yours  for  equality, 

Alice  Goodman 
Coordinator, 

NOW-NJ  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force 
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Managing  Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  position  of  Manag¬ 
ing  Editor.  Ability  to  facilitate  a  democratic  decision  making  process,  and 
administrative  experience  within  a  non-hierarchical  setting  helpful,  as  well 
as  a  knowledge  of  gay  journalism  and  familiarity  with  the  local  and  national 
lesbian  and  gay  communities.  Applicants  should  have  a  commitment  to  gay 
liberation,  feminism  and  social  change.  Low  salary,  medical  benefits,  paid 
vacation.  Please  contact  Amy  Hoffman  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108,  (617)  426-4469. 
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Strengthening  GCN  in  the  ’80s 


Over  the  past  two  months,  we  have  taken  a  serious  look  at  the  financial  state  of 
Gay  Community  News.  As  we  tally  our  financial  accounting  for  1981,  we  face  some  good 
news  and  some  bad  news,  which  we  feel  obligated  to  share  with  our  readers. 

The  good  news  is  that  GCN  is  currently  more  financially  sound  than  ever  before. 
Those  of  you  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  paper  know  that  through  much  of  our  almost 
nine  years  of  publication  we  have  led  a  financially  precarious  existence.  During  1981  our  in¬ 
come  exceeded  our  expenses  —  for  the  first  time  —  if  only  by  a  mere  $600.  We  have  no  ma¬ 
jor  outstanding  debts  to  individuals  or  to  businesses.  We  are  usually  able  to  pay  our  major 
bills  —  rent  and  utilities,  printing  and  typesetting,  staff  salaries  —  within  a  reasonable 
time.  We  are  pleased  that  the  paper  has  reached  this  state. 

Unfortunately,  it  has  become  painfully  clear  to  all  of  us  that  our  financial  “solvency” 
has  been  brought  about  only  through  the  continued  sacrifice  of  the  GCN  staff. 
Throughout  our  “solvent”  year  1981,  full-time  staff  members  received  weekly  paychecks 
of  $100  before  taxes  for  work  weeks  regularly  exceeding  50  hours.  This  has  resulted  in  a 
staff  which  has  had  to  survive  on  a  take-home  pay  of  $82.25  a  week  or  $4112.50  a  year. 
Survival  on  this  salary,  in  the  Boston  area,  during  these  inflationary  times,  is  quite  dif¬ 
ficult.  The  fact  that  the  staff  has  not  had  a  pay-raise  —  or  a  cost-of-living  increase  —  in  3  Vi 
years  concerns  us  greatly.  For  the  sake  of  the  staff,  and  for  the  continued  well-being  and 
long-range  security  of  the  paper,  we  are  moved  to  take  some  immediate  steps  to  remedy 
this  situation. 

We  are  launching  the  GCN  Sustainer  Program  to  create  increased  revenues  to  be  used 
specifically  for  increasing  staff  salaries.  Sustainer  programs  have  been  developed  by 
various  progressive  newspapers  and  journals  —  including  the  Guardian  and  the  Nation  — 
as  a  way  to  solicit  major  contributions  from  readers  to  strengthen  the  paper’s  financial 
state.  Sustainers  pledge  to  contribute  a  certain  amount  of  money  over  the  course  of  the 
year  and  the  money  is  earmarked  for  a  specific  use.  Our  goal  is  to  increase  staff  salaries  by 
at  least  $15  a  week  by  the  end  of  1982.  To  accomplish  this  goal,  we  need  to  reach  100 
readers  who  will  each  pledge  at  least  $120  a  year  as  a  donation  to  the  paper. 

Sustainers  may  fulfill  their  pledge  in  one,  two  or  four  periodic  installments. 
Households,  families  and  organizations,  as  well  as  individuals,  may  become  Sustainers.  As 
a  Sustainer,  you  will  receive  a  subscription  to  the  paper,  the  quarterly  “ GCN  Sustainer 
Newsletter,”  and  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  party.  You  will  also  receive  occa¬ 
sional  thank  you  notes  from  our  Sustainer  Committee  and  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
you  are  helping  to  strengthen  GCN. 

We  understand  that  many  of  our  readers  will  be  unable  to  become  Sustainers  because 
of  limited  financial  resources.  We  encourage  all  of  our  readers  to  continue  to  actively  sup¬ 
port  the  paper  in  whatever  way  possible  —  by  becoming  subscribers,  recruiting  new 
subscribers,  advertising  in  the  paper,  sending  in  news  clippings  and  volunteering  at  the 
paper.  We  hope  that  the  development  of  this  program  will  increase  our  income  from  cash 
contributions  significantly. 


As  a  Board,  we  are  continuing  to  work  with  the  staff  to  expand  our  income  from 
subscriptions  and  from  advertising.  These  two  categories  comprise  the  major  portion  of 
our  income.  The  greatly  increasing  costs  of  postage,  paper  and  printing  necessitate  major 
increases  in  income  merely  to  keep  us  publishing  a  sixteen  page  paper  every  week.  We  ex¬ 
pect  increased  revenues  from  subscriptions  and  advertising  to  help  to  defray  these  sky¬ 
rocketing  costs. 

Please  seriously  consider  joining  this  drive  to  build  a  stronger  GCN  by  becoming  a 
Sustainer.  Because  we  are  unable  to  look  towards  government  support  or  corporate  grants 
to  bolster  our  financial  resources,  we  again  look  to  our  readers  who  value  the  week-to-weck 
coverage  we  give  to  issues  of  concern  to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Building  a  stronger  GCN 
will  ensure  the  survival  of  our  paper  throughout  the  difficult  years  ahead. 


— The  GCN  Board  of  Directors 


Bob  Andrews 
Richard  Burns 
Kevin  Cat  heart 


Cindy  Rizzo 
Eric  Rofes 
Urvashi  Vaid 


Beth  Kelly  Nancy  Wechsler 

THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □  _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ 

address  _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 

anti-semitism 


Dear  GCN, 

I  write  in  response  to  the  anti-Semitism  ap¬ 
parent  to  me  during  the  Lesbian  Cultural  Event, 
13  February,  which  went  unaddressed  in  the  GCN 
review,  27  February.  Anti-Semitism  manifests  it¬ 
self  in  many  forms.  The  anti-Semitism  mani¬ 
fested  in  several  of  the  preformances  did  not  in¬ 
clude  a  blatant  use  of  derogatory  stereotypes;  but 
rather,  as  I  see  it,  reflected  an  ignorance  of  and 
insensitivity  to  the  centuries  of  persecution  suf¬ 
fered  by  Jews  culminating  in  the  Holocaust  only 
40  years  ago.  That  the  recent  GCA/review  bypass¬ 
ed  mention  of  the  anti-semitic  attitudes,  the  few 
women  who  immediately  responded  to  the  anti- 
Semitism,  and  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  us  did 
not  respond,  underscores  the  need  to  further 
awareness  of  anti-Semitism.  The  anti-Semitism  1 
perceived  and  the  reasons  for  my  responses  are  as 
follows. 

The  lighthearted  and  enjoyable  spirit  of  Patty 
Wilson’s  ASL  (American  Sign  Language)  group 
set  me  on  edge  when  the  character  began  blithely 
vacationing  in  Germany.  When  she  asks  two  Ger¬ 
man  women  how  they  became  deaf,  they  draw 
back  angrily  and  sign  that  the  American  bombing 
of  Germany  in  World  War  II  affected  their 
mothers,  so  as  unborn  babies,  their  hearing  was 
impaired  in  utero.  She  relieves  her  feelings  of 
fluster  and  embarrassment  in  her  punchline. 
What  is  troubling  about  the  sketch  is  that  it  over¬ 
looks  the  complexities  of  the  suffering  experience 
in  World  War  II.  The  bombing  of  any  people  is 
deplorable  in  the  amount  of  human  suffering  it 
creates  for  present  and  future  generations.  But 
the  attitue  in  the  sketch  excludes  the  horrors  of 
Jewish  suffering  which  are  stifled  and  interwoven 
into  the  history  of  Germany:  the  state-author¬ 
ized,  systematic  annihilation  of  an  entire  people. 
It’s  unfortunate  that  while  the  sketch  was  meant 
to  be  light  and  entertaining,  it  implicity  omitted 
historical  realities  and  thereby  offended  some  of 
us  in  the  auidence. 

While  accepting  a  surprise  award  with  Pat  Mc- 
Gloin,  Gloria  Z.  Greenfield  openly  responded  to 
the  sketch.  Gloria  stressed  the  importance  of 
realizing  that  if  those  women  had  fought  and  re¬ 
sisted  Hitler,  there  would  have  been  no  bomb. 
Her  statement  was  met  with  weak  applause. 

Kate  Millet’s  exclusion  of  and  disregard  for 
Jewish  women,  their  heritage  and  experience,  was 
much  more  prevalent,  profound  and  disturbing. 
As  a  well-established  writer,  lecturer  and  artist. 
Millet  has  a  responsibility  to  her  audiences  to  pre¬ 
sent  clear,  coherent  arguements,  well-researched 
and  truthful.  We  expect  this  from  her.  While 
reciting  her  catalogue  of  torture  suffered  by 
women  through  history,  she  claimed  there  were 
large  gaps  in  history  when  no  torture  occurred. 
No  torture  of  whom?  Which  women?  Millet  over¬ 
looked  the  fact  that  Jewish  women  and  men  have 
suffered  nearly  every  physical,  psychological, 
economic  and  religious  restriction,  persecution 
and  torture  imaginable  from  70  BC  to  the  present, 
incurred  by  the  state,  religious  groups,  mobs  and 
individuals. 

Moving  into  the  20th  century.  Millet,  proceed¬ 
ed  to  diminish  and  discount  the  impact,  horror 
and  devastation  of  the  Holocaust  on  Jewish  lives 
—  not  to  mention  the  millions  dead.  Referring  to 


the  Nazi  regime,  she  said  that  fascism  is  not  just  a 
little  moment  in  History.  A  voice  called  out,  “It 
was  a  big  moment”  and  was  casually  dismissed  by 
Millet,  evaporating  in  the  unsupportive  silence  of 
the  audience.  While  Millet  conceded  that  the  Hol¬ 
ocaust  was  indeed  horrible,  she  described  it  as  an 
isolated  incident  compared  to  the  widespread  tor¬ 
ture  inflicted  on  various  groups  of  people  in  var¬ 
ious  countries  today. 

Millet  concluded  by  advertising  her  “utopian” 
artist’s  colony,  economically  supported  by  a 
Christmas  tree  farm  and  the  fostering  of  yuletide 
spirit.  Millet’s  rural  idyll-supported  through 
Christian  tradition  —  supposes  a  Christian  world 
picture  without  “deviation.”  Once  again,  this  as¬ 
sumption  negates  the  centuries  of  forced  bap¬ 
tisms  and  conversations,  the  curse-like  charge  of 
deicide,  and  the  interminable  pressure  to  assimil- 
ate/dissappear  that  Jews  bear  in  their  history. 
This  exclusive  vision  assumes  no  Jew  in  the  au¬ 
dience,  no  Jewish  lesbians,  no  Jewish  artists,  im¬ 
plies  no  Jews  in  her  colony.  What  I  heard  was  the 
promise  of  anti-Semite’s  utopia:  Judenrein  (free 
of  Jews). 

I  am  in  no  way  panning  the  entire  Lesbian  Cul¬ 
tural  Event.  Maxine  Feldman  continues  to  do  ex¬ 
cellent  work  keeping  our  spirits  and  community 
alive.  The  fact  that  the  Lesbian  Cultural  Event 
could  happen  is  cause  for  celebration  in  itself. 
Yet,  throughout  the  evening,  I  witnessed  nothing 
less  than  complete  disregard  for  the  Jewish  les¬ 
bians  in  the  audience. 

To  allow  anti-Semitism  to  continue  unchal¬ 
lenged  and  unconfronted  among  ourselves,  with¬ 
in  our  culture  and  our  Movement,  leaves  us  stag¬ 
nant  at  best.  At  worst,  by  our  silence  surrounding 
anti-Semitic  remarks  and  actions,  we  give  our 
consent  to  anti-Semitism,  we  ally  ourselves  with 
the  oppressor,  and  are  accessories  to  genocide. 
C.  LeFevre 
Watertown,  MA 


argentinian  gays 

DearGC/V, 

As  often  happens,  just  one  week  after  submit¬ 
ting  my  interview  with  founding  leaders  of  gay 
liberation  in  Argentina  (GCA/,  v.  9  no.  30), 
another  article  appeared  that  could  have  been 
mentioned  in  my  introductory  comments.  It  was 
written  by  an  Argentine  lesbian  for  the  Winter 
1982  issue  of  Connexions  entitled  “Argentina: 
Shrouded  in  Silence.”  (Send  $3  to  the  magazine 
c/o  People  Translation  Services,  4228  Telegraph 
Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94609.) 

Also,  obviously  when  my  article  was  typeset, 
part  of  the  complete  name  of  the  main  gay  libera¬ 
tion  group  in  Argentina  was  dropped.  It  should 
have  read  Frente  de  Liberacidn  Homosexual  de 
Argentina.  Without  “Homosexual”  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  a  front  of  national  liberation  in  the 
broad  political  sense  (though  the  English  transla¬ 
tion  did  state  “Gay”  and  most  readers  may  have 
noticed  this  omission). 

Steve  Forgione 
New  York,  NY 


gold  stars 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  very  pleased  to  see  Chris  Guilfoy’s  article 
about  Maxine  Feldman  and  Oasis  for  the  same 
reason  that  I  was  dismayed  that  Kate  Millet's 
speech  at  the  awards  evening  at  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  was  given  rather  short  shrift  by 
some  of  the  women  in  the  audience,  both  during 
and  afterwards.  While  I  too  have  real  difficulty 
with  some  of  Millet’s  comments  (which  unfor¬ 
tunately  could  not  be  enunciated  in  Maida  Til- 
chen’s  brief  article),  I  would  hate  to  see  all  her 
points  dismissed  out  of  hand  because  of  the 
debatable  ones.  I  believe  her  main  idea  deserves 
some  serious  thought:  she  talked  at  length  about 
the  Inquisition  in  Europe  and  the  need  to  keep 
our  struggle  in  historical  perspective,  to  study, 
recall,  and  draw  strength  from  personal  and 
organized  opposition  to  oppression  in  the  past. 

Our  knowledge  of  history  cannot  be  underesti¬ 
mated  as  a  useful  and  powerful  tool  in  the  service 
of  liberation  —  knowledge  ranging  from  legal 
precedents  to  an  understanding  of  the  inter¬ 
relatedness  of  religious,  racial,  gender-based, 
and,  of  course,  economic  oppression  and  struggle 
of  people  of  all  abilities,  sexual  orientations, 
talents,  ages,  sizes  and  stripes.  That  is,  the  big  pic¬ 
ture.  This  is  particularly  true  in  a  world  which  is 
behaving  as  if  there  were  no  such  thing  as  lessons 
learned,  in  a  country  whose  president  has  (in 
Mary  McGrory’s  words)  “a  fourth  grader’s  grasp 
of  history.”  These  are  dangerous  times. 

Guilfoy’s  article  mentioned  a  bit  of  Maxine’s 
own  herstory  —  “out”  in  a  hostile  world  before 
many  of  us  were  out,  up  front  in  Lesbian/Gay 
politics,  she  is  honest,  vulnerable,  nurturing, 
good  humored,  and  serious  in  her  consideration 
for  the  struggles  of  others  —  personal  and  poli¬ 
tical.  I  value  her  modelling. 

At  the  age  of  29, 1  would  be  stupid  to  think  and 
act  as  if  oppression  began  in  my  lifetime.  In  a  way 
then,  this  letter  is  a  thankyou  note  for  the  awards 
evening,  and  to  Maxine  herself  for  reminding  us 
that  we  ought  to  credit  ourselves,  our  press,  our 
music,  our  poetry,  and  our  personal  heroes  as  we 
go.  Frankly,  in  these  times,  I  think  we  all  deserve 
a  gold  star,  whether  we  get  an  award  or  not. 
Aileen  O’Neill 
Somerville,  MA 


loving  criticism 

Dear  Tom  Reeves, 

Having  read  your  letter  in  the  Feb.  13  GCN,  1 
wish  to  offer  my  support  and  good  wishes  —  both 
personally,  in  the  ordeal  you’re  undergoing,  and 
in  your  loving  criticism  of  the  GCA/coverage. 

I  have  never  been  in  your  present  circumstance, 
but  it  is  a  nightmare  that  haunts  me  persistantly, 
and  it  is  terrifying.  1  hope  you  have  great  inner 
strength  and  stubbornness,  and  as  well,  a  loving 
community  to  support.  Although  we’ve  never 
met,  I  would  like  to  be  included  in  the  distant 
fringes  of  that  community.  I  would  send  you 
money  if  1  had  any,  and  do  offer  my  deep  best 
wishes. 

A  week  ago,  when  I  read  the  referred-to  new  ar¬ 
ticle,  1  was  aware  of  its  editorial  (though  not  its 


factual)  short -comings.  Being  used  to  that  sort  of 
langage,  even  in  the  pages  of  GCN,  I  read  be¬ 
tween  the  police-blotter  lines  for  glimpses  of  the 
real  situation.  1  regretted  that  you  and  Michael 
Thompson  and  the  anonymous  “boy”  disappear¬ 
ed  as  individuals,  humans,  in  the  deluge  of 
spokesmen  and  attorneys,  quotations  and  allega¬ 
tions,  and  all  the  other  patriarchal  trappings.  But 
why  should  1  be  used  to  that  language  in  GCN ? 
Why  should  we  accept  this  bland  pseudo-objec¬ 
tivity  in  which  we,  ourselves,  vanish? 

I  think  1  understand  the  dynamics  that  produce 
such  journalism:  habit  and  training  (in  which 
straight  establishment  presses  have  provided 
most  of  the  examples  and  formats  for  most  jour¬ 
nalists);  a  wish  to  be  “reliable”  in  the  eyes  of  the 
readership  (which  involves  not  only  caution  when 
reporting  a  situation  in  which  facts  are  disputed 
or  more-than-usually  ambiguous,  but,  as  well, 
the  readers’  conditioned  expectations  that  re¬ 
sponsible,  reliable  journalism  may  be  gauged  by 
the  degree  to  which  it  resembled  a  Walter  Cron- 
kite  text);  an  internalized  (as  well  as  external) 
pressure  to  resemble  mainstream  newspapers 
enough  to  “earn”  the  “respect”  and  attention  of 
it  peers;  and  the  notion  that  a  countercultural  pa¬ 
per  with  a  broad  and  diverse  readership  and  con¬ 
stituency  should  be  bland  and  inoffensive  where 
possible,  in  order  to  alienate  the  smallest  possible 
segment  of  readers  when  the  paper  chooses  to  be 
upfront  on  what  it  determines  are  crucial  issues. 

None  of  that,  however,  justifies  a  feminist  gay 
newspaper  in  maintaining  straight,  patriarchal 
editorial,  reporting  or  style  standards.  Neither 
you  or  any  GCN  readers  were  well-served  by  the 
news  article.  It  did  not  give  us  access  to  you,  our 
brother,  on  whom  the  trap  has  sprung  this  time, 
nor  did  it  give  you  access  to  us  in  a  way  that  you 
need  —  and  will  need  as  State  Justice  grinds  it 
maddening  way  on.  As  well,  it  was  ill-conceived 
to  make  you  serve  as  your  own  reporter,  via 
letter,  at  a  time  when  you  are  forced  to  explain 
and  justify  and  correct  every  time  you  turn 
around. 

I  wish  you  more  courage  than  1  have,  and  great¬ 
er  resources  within  and  without;  and  more  justice 
than  the  world  usually  permits.  Thank  you  for  af¬ 
firming,  throughout  your  letter,  values  that  1  hold 
dearest;  and  for  bringing  those  values  to  GCN, 
which,  notwithstanding  my  criticisms,  has  my 
love  and  respect;  and  for  reminding  me,  when  I 
very  much  need  it,  of  a  few  reasons  to  want  to  go 
on  living  in  even  this  too  often  nasty  world. 
Yours, 

Laurence  Gold 
Madison,  W1 

gay  community 
nudes 

Dear  GCN, 

With  this  one  cancellation  notice  I  wish  to 
cancel  my  subscription.  We  have  plenty  of  pub¬ 
lications  for  nudity  and  hardons  and  too  few 
newspapers. 

Robert  Wellington 
former  Art  Director,  GCN 
Worcester,  MA 
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1978  as  the  political  action  and 
lobbying  arm  of  American  Chris¬ 
tian  Cause  (ACC),  which  has  a 
long  history  of  anti-gay  activity, 
including  participation  in  Anita 
Bryant’s  Dade  County  campaign 
and  in  the  California  Briggs 
Amendment  efforts.  In  1980,  a 
special  task  force  of  ACC  called 
“Stop  Gay  Power”  conducted  a 


campaign  to  keep  ABC-TV  from 
showing  “Adam  and  Yves,”  a 
situation  comedy  series  about  two 
gay  male  lovers.  In  fund-raising 
letters  ACC  implied  that  homosex¬ 
uals  were  encouraging  ABC  to 
produce  the  series  and  warned  that 
“militant  homosexuals  may  soon 
score  a  terrifying  breakthrough  in 
their  war  against  the  Christian 
family.”  _jUed  jrQm  Bos[on 


Thompson  and  Reeves 
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lence,  the  Boston  Alliance  against 
Registration  and  the  Draft,  and 
the  staff  of  GCN.  Supporters  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  hearing  included  boys 
who  have  known  and  lived  with 
men,  activists  in  the  gay  and  anti¬ 
draft  movements  and  the  Libertar¬ 
ian  Party,  and  administrators 
from  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  where  Reeves  teaches. 

On  February  13,  the  Boston 
Globe  ran  a  ‘  ‘correction  ’  ’  of  a  J an- 
uary  20  article,  which  had  erron¬ 
eously  stated,  on  the  basis  of  state¬ 
ments  attributed  to  Boston  Police 
Det.  John  Ulrich,  that  Reeves  and 
Thompson  were  arrested  as  “child 


the  boy  alleged  that  the  men  forced 
him  to  have  sex  with  them. 

At  least  three  Boston  area  radio 
stations  issued  similarly  erroneous 
reports  at  the  time  of  the  arrests 
but  none  of  the  three  has  broad¬ 
cast  retractions. 

Reeves  additionally  reports  that 
he  is  demanding  a  retraction  of  the 
March  3  Globe  article  reporting 
the  dismissal,  because  that  article 
still  contains  errors. 

“It’s  erroneous  because  the  re¬ 
porter  talked  to  the  district  attor¬ 
ney  but  he  refused  to  talk  to  the  de¬ 
fendants.  The  Globe  has  refused 
to  talk  to  the  defendants,”  Reeves 
said. 


Reagan  Nominee 


continued  from  page  I 
worked  together  with  a  gay  organi¬ 
zation.  “I  would  think  that  on 
those  issues  where  there  is  mutual 
interest  involved,”  Torres  told 
GCN,  “we’d  be  more  than  happy 
to  be  a  part  of  a  coalition  that  is 
working  on  issues  of  principle. 
This  coalition  by  no  means  means 
that  our  membership  condones  the 
gay  lifestyle;  there’s  still  oppo¬ 
sition  to  that  within  our  member¬ 
ship.  But  I  think  the  membership 
understood,  and  certainly  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  our  board  understood, 
that  here  was  an  issue  in  which  it 
really  was  not  a  black  and  white 
thing.  Gays  are  human  beings.  It 
has  nothing  to  do  with  their  life¬ 
style.  The  protection  of  their  civil 
rights  means  the  same  thing  to  us 
and  is  very  important  to  u.s.  To 
deny  any  one  group  their  civil 
rights  is  not  going  to  sit  well  with 
us  as  a  matter  of  principle.” 

Sylvester  told  GCN  that  several 
black  organizations  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  were  particularly  supportive 
of  gay  groups  protesting  the  nom¬ 
ination  and  that  black  groups 
played  an  important  part  in  the  ef¬ 
fort.  “Certainly  without  [Phila¬ 
delphia  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sioner]  Clarence  Farmer  and  the 
black  community’s  opposition  to 
this,  I  think  it  would  have  been  a 
much  harder,  much  longer  pro¬ 
cess,”  he  commented. 


Sylvester  says  he  has  monitored 
telephone  call-in  programs  on 
Hart’s  radio  station  and  that  50 
percent  to  75  percent  of  the  callers, 
most  of  whom  are  black  funda¬ 
mentalist  Christians,  disagree  with 
Hart’s  anti-gay  position. 

Opposition  to  the  nomination  in 
Pennsylvania,  organized  by  Syl¬ 
vester,  Philadelphia  activist  Rita 
Addessa  and  others,  reportedly  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  large  number  of  letters 
to  Pennsylvania  Senators  John 
Heinz  and  Arlen  Specter. 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Wisconsin _ 
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mentum  from  the  passage  of  Mil¬ 
waukee’s  ordinance  was  signifi¬ 
cant  in  the  passage  of  the  statewide 
bill.  Madison  has  had  a  similar  law 
on  the  books  since  1974  and  Dane 
County,  in  which  Madison  is 
located,  has  banned  anti-gay  and 
lesbian  discrimination  since  Oc¬ 
tober  of  1980,  according  to  Rouse. 

Shortly  after  the  statewide  bill 
was  signed,  Clarenbach  said  that 
he  would  renew  his  efforts,  to  date 
unsuccessful,  to  “decriminalize 
certain  laws  regarding  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  between  consenting  adults,” 
according  to  the  Milwaukee  Jour¬ 
nal. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Dare  Not  Speak 


Its  Name 


Coming  to  Power 

Writings  and  Graphics  on  Lesbian  S/M 

<?</.  by  members  of  SAMOIS 
SAMOIS,  1981 

P.O.  Box  2364  Berkeley,  CA  94702 
240  pp.,  $6.93  (add  $1.00  for  postage) 

Reviewed  by  Lisa  Orlando 

Sexuality  is  a  crucial  issues  for  any  politics  which  in¬ 
tends  a  radical  reconstruction  of  personal  life.  That 
this  is  particularly  true  of  feminism  has  been  rec¬ 
ognized  by  its  theorists  at  least  since  the  beginning  of 
the  “second  wave,’ ’and  much  of  their  earliest  and  most 
pivotal  work  directly  addressed  both  the  personal  expe¬ 
rience  and  social  construction  of  sexuality.  Rather  than 
beginning  with  a  preconceived  notion  of  female  sexual¬ 
ity,  these  early  theorists  approached  the  testimony  be¬ 
ing  generated  by  consciousness-raising  groups  in  a  pur¬ 
posefully  naive  manner.  The  issue  was  whether 
women’ssexual  voices,  long  preempted  by  those  of  “ex¬ 
perts,”  would  finally  be  allowed  to  speak. 

Those  of  us  who  participated  in  this  process,  how¬ 
ever,  knew  that  there  were  certain  constraints  on  our 
speech.  For  a  long  time  our  lesbianism  was  kept  silent 
by  an  aura  of  anxiety  stemming  from  societal  taboo,  a 
strongly  communicated  sense  that  it  was  an  issue  which 
could  destroy  the  movement  and  just  plain  fear  of 
losing  friends.  That  it  eventually  began  to  speak  was 
clearly  a  result  not  only  of  personal  and  collective  cour¬ 
age  but  of  a  growing  sense  of  the  compatibility  of  les¬ 
bianism  and  radical  feminism. 

But  there  were  other  voices  which  we  silenced  our¬ 
selves,  those  through  whom  they  spoke,  because  they 
threatened  our  precarious  freshly-constructed  feminist 
identities.  One  of  those  voices  was  that  of  sadomaso¬ 
chism.  A  friend  of  mine  remembers  a  gathering  where 
Robin  Morgan  asked  a  large  group  of  women  how  many 
of  them  had  had  s/m  fantasies.  The  vast  majority  of 
hands  were  slowly  raised.  Somebody  changed  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

Coming  to  Power ,  edited  and  published  by  Samois, 
the  by  now  infamous  San  Francisco  lesbian-feminist 
s/m  support  group,  is  a  brave  attempt  to  explore  this 

BOOK 


subject  both  in  fantasy  and  “actuality.”  It  is  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  personal  testimony,  information,  theory  and 
erotica  which  should  be  read  by  anyone  who  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  understanding  the  full  range  of  female  sex¬ 
uality.  I  hope  this  will  include  all  feminists  but,  given 
the  various  ‘ ‘feminist’  ’  attacks  on  lesbian  s/m,  my  hope 
is  probably  in  vain. 

Feminist  theory  no  longer  approaches  women’s  expe¬ 
rience  “naively.”  There  is  now  a  feminist  discourse, 
with  its  own  orthodoxies  and  “experts”  to  protect, 
from  which  certain  experiences  and  feelings  must  be  ex¬ 
cluded.  To  some,  any  woman  who  speaks  of  these  expe¬ 
riences  cannot  be  a  “feminist,”  she  must  be  “male- 
identified.”  It  is  ironic  that  an  epithet  which  was  in¬ 
vented  by  lesbians  to  attack  straight  women  is  now 
being  used  to  discredit  the  experiences  of  s/m  lesbians. 

Many  of  the  writers  in  this  book  speak  passionately  of 
the  pain  caused  by  anti-s/m  attacks,  which  they  see  as 
based  on  fear,  displacement,  false  analogies  and  misin¬ 
formation.  Martha  Equinox  writes,  “I  am  tired  of  being 
accused  by  hysterical  dykes  who  beat  up  their  lovers  of 
being  a  rapist/ brutalizer/male-identified  oppressor  of 
battered  womyn.  1  was  a  battered  womyn  for  years  & 
claim  the  right  to  release  &  transform  the  pain  &  fear  of 
those  experiences  any  way  I  damn  well  please.”  (p.30) 
Other  writers  point  out  that  most  feminist  attacks  on 
s/m  draw  uncritically  on  mainsteam  stereotypes  and 
that  anti-s/m  feminists  seem  unwilling  to  listen  to  any 
evidence  which  might  support  Samois’  definition  of 
s/m  as  a  “forum  of  eroticism  based  on  a  consensual  ex¬ 
change  of  power.”  It  is  frightening  to  see  how  feminist 
anti-s/m  discourse  appropriates  and  parallels  that  of  the 
medical  and  legal  establishments  with,  for  example, 
Rose  Jordan  (in  Lavender  Culture Jay  and  Young, ed  ) 
bolstering  her  argument  with  a  quote  from  the  Psychi¬ 
atric  Dictionary ! 

In  an  excellent  and  important  essay,  Gayle  Rubin 
examines  the  parallels  betwen  gay  and  s/m  oppression. 
She  compares  her  experience  coming  out  as  a  dyke  with 
her  experience  coming  out  as  an  s/m  person,  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  a  contemporary  s/m  feminist  with  that  of  a  gay 
communist  in  the’40s  and ’50s.  She  details  how  police 
attacks  on  the  Toronto  gay  male  leather  community  and 
the  legal  precedents  set  by  them  were  used  as  stepping 
stones  to  subsequent  attacks  on  the  larger  gay  male 
community.  She  examines  media  distortions  and  out- 
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right  lies  in  news  and  feature  stories  involving  s/m  and 
points  out  that  many  gay  and  feminist  leaders  accept 
the  veracity  of  straight  media  and  use  them  to  justify 
discrimination  against  s/m  lesbians  and  gay  men.  She 
points  out  that  the  fact  that  s/m  people,  including 
heterosexual  men,  are  often  brutally  suppressed  by  the 
state  belies  the  facile  analysis  of  them  as  the  “shock 
troops  of  the  patriarchy.” 

Rubin  also  addresses  more  theoretical  problems,  such 
as  the  issue  of  consent,  as  doesjohanna  Reimholdt,  who 
describes  how  the  “argument  of  the  Idiot- Woman”  is 
used  by  the  proponents  of  what  Rubin  calls  “femi¬ 
nism”  against  feminist  deviants:  “she  (unlike  them) 
cannot  sanely  choose  because  she  has  been  too  warped 
by  her  society,  poor  thing,  to  know  what  she  is  doing. 
The  fact  that  she  is  so  warped  is  in  turn  proven  by  the 
fact  that  she  has  chosen  this  behavior  (s/m,  promis¬ 
cuity,  reading  pornography).  Circular  reasoning  that 
completely  short-circuits  the  very  possibility  of  a 
woman’s  acting  out  of  will,  intelligence  and  autonomy 
has  been  used  too  often  against  us  to  get  by  unchal¬ 
lenged  .  .  (p.83)  Both  of  these  articles  are  crucial  to 

any  continuing  discourse  on  the  politics  of  s/m. 

Unlike  Samois’  first  book,  What  Color  is  Your  Hand¬ 
kerchief}  ($3.50,  still  available  from  the  publisher) 
which  was  entirely  non-fiction  —  including  an  impor¬ 
tant  bibliographic  essay  —  almost  half  of  Coming  to 
Power  is  devoted  to  erotica.  Although  it  ranges  in  qual¬ 
ity,  even  the  more  amateur  efforts  are  quite  enjoyable. 
Two  of  the  best  pieces  are  traditional  short  stories: 
“Mirel”  by  Janet  Schrim,  a  science  fiction  story  about 
the  adventures  of  an  earthling  lesbian  masochist  on  a 
planet  of  sexually  ferocious  cat-people,  and  “Jessie”  by 
Pat  Califia.  The  latter  relates  an  encounter  between  a 
self-described  “starfucker”  and  the  very  butch  bass 
player  of  a  women’s  band  called  The  Bitch  (no,  they 
don’t  play  “women’s  music”).  It’s  an  excellent  story 
and  works  well  as  “porn”  —  it’s  certainly  explicit 
enough  —  but  it  sacrifices  a  bit  of  excitement  to  form 
and  character  development.  In  the  other  story  which 
most  impressed  me,  “Girl  Gang”  by  Cappy  Kotz,  the 
form  itself  is  used  to  build  excitement  —  the  language, 
which  ebbs  and  flows  with  the  action ,  draws  the  reader 
into  the  single-minded  intensity  of  the  narration.  (This 
is  also  the  “heaviest”  of  the  stories,  about  a  back  room 
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A  Life  of  Her  Own 


Browngirl,  Brownstones 

by  Paule  Marshall 
the  Feminist  Press 
Old  Westbury,  NY  11368 
323  pp.,  $6.93 

Reviewed  by  Catherine  Joseph 

Paule  Marshall’s  book,  Brown  Girl,  Brownstones ,  is 
written  in  the  lilting  cadence  of  the  transplanted 
Barbadian  tongue.  This  richness  of  language  ele¬ 
vates  her  prose  to  a  high  degree  of  poetic  intensity  and 
makes  us  become  enmeshed  in  the  flesh-deep  quality  of 
the  characters  peopling  her  book. 

This  is  as  much  a  story  of  a  young  “bajan”  girl’s 
emergence  from  adolescence  to  adulthood  as  it  is  a  story 
of  her  parents’  transplanted  dreams  to  own  land  and 
buy  a  house.  The  brownstone  house  where  Selina  Boyce 
and  her  family  reside  is  the  main  backdrop  against 
which  the  tumult  of  their  lives  is  played  out.  It  is  within 
this  dwelling  that  we  meet  Selina’s  angry  and  tight- 
fisted  mother,  Silla,  whose  obsessive  determination 
foreshadows  the  disintegration  of  her  marriage;  her 
father,  Deighton,  with  whom  Selina  shares  an  open, 
easy  love  and  affection;  and  her  older  sister,  Ina,  whose 
fragile  composure  belies  her  submissiveness  to  life’s 


overwhelming  demands. 

Caught  between  the  paroxysms  of  her  parents  who 
are  locked  in  the  dead  heat  of  marital  strife,  Selina’s  life 
is  fraught  with  the  anxieties  of  just  emerging  adoles¬ 
cence  and  the  pallor  that  descends  over  the  household 
over  who  will  have  control  over  a  piece  of  land  that 
Deighton  has  recently  acquired.  The  turn  of  events  sur¬ 
rounding  the  resolution  of  this  problem  wreaks  havoc 
on  all  the  members  of  the  family. 

The  central  issues  of  this  story  revolve  around  the 
themes  of  trust,  loyalty,  anger,  betrayal  and  loss.  It  is 
through  the  voice  of  the  teenaged  Selina  that  we  per¬ 
ceive  the  mounting  conflicts  and  tensions  within  the 
Boyce  household  and  through  her  that  we  confront  and 
examine  those  issues.  The  underlying  mother /daughter 
conflict,  the  crisis  over  divided  loyalties  and  the  sense  of 
manipulation  that  Selina  feels  that  her  mother  exerts 
over  the  family  are  rendered  here  with  all  of  the  frustra¬ 
tion  and  anguish  of  someone  who  has  barely  survived 
childhood  and  is  now  forced  to  conceptualize  her  feel¬ 
ings  and  attitudes  toward  her  family  at  a  time  when 
most  adolescents  are  checking  each  other  out.  Those 
moments  when  Selina  does  have  a  chance  to  explore  her 
newly  burgeoning  body,  her  friendships  and  her  rela¬ 
tionships  to  the  world  at  large  are  moments  of  warmth, 
vitality  and  youthful  exuberance.  Within  this  setting, 
Selina  is  able  to  relax  and  act  out  her  own  fears  and  fan¬ 


tasies  and  attempt  to  sort  out  the  mounting  family 
conflicts. 

Selina  moves  through  adolescence  tackling  these  bur¬ 
dens  and  emerges  in  young  adulthood  surprised  to 
learn  that  her  West  Indian  upbringing  has  been  restric¬ 
tive  and  insular.  She  gains  some  insight  into  and  softens 
her  opinion  of  her  mother  as  a  result  of  being  the  target 
of  racist  attitudes.  She  finally  begins  to  understand  her 
father’s  resignation  and  disappointment  when  she  sees 
what  he  had  to  contend  with  in  a  racist  society.  She  is 
also  able  to  broaden  her  perspective  on  people  of  differ¬ 
ent  cultures  when  she  attends  the  local  collegeand,  after 
class,  journeys  through  the  borroughs  of  New  York  to 
see  how  other  people  live. 

Selina’s  first  sexual  encounter  is  a  huge  emotional  re¬ 
lease  and  she  is  gratified  to  heap  years  of  frustration  and 
anxiety  onto  the  shoulders  of  someone  who  is  mature 
enough  to  help  her  wade  through  her  doubts  and  in¬ 
securities.  Selina  develops  an  emotional  investment  in 
this  neo-bohemian  character  until  she  realizes  that  she 
cannot  detach  him  fromthe  emotional  stranglehold  that 
his  mother  has  him  locked  into.  Selina,  then,  reassesses 
her  judgement  and  decides  to  fulfill  her  life  without 
him.  This  realization  is  pivotal  to  her  growth  toward 
maturity  along  with  her  aforementioned  insights  into 
the  nature  of  racism  in  American  society  and  her  grow¬ 
ing  sense  of  restlessness  within  the  West  Indian  com¬ 
munity.  Selina  decides  to  set  her  cap  toward  the  land  of 
her  parents’  birth,  foregoing  plans  to  attend  medical 
school,  and  hopes  that  everything  will  work  out  all 
right. . 

Through  Selina’s  eyes  the  culture  and  the  homelife 
of  the  West  Indian  community  come  alive.  We  are 
privy  to  the  struggle  of  a  young  “bajan”  girl  growing 
up  within  the  subculture  of  a  complex  American  soci¬ 
ety.  Selina’s  voice  is  the  voice  of  all  such  cultures  where 
the  drudgery  of  factory  work,  economic  conditions,  pre¬ 
judices  and  racism  taketheir toll  on  all  the  members  of 
the  family  and  where  a  sense  of  upward  mobility  is  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  common  dream  of  buying  a  house  or 
owning  property. 

Selina’s  relationship  with  her  best  friend  Beryl  em¬ 
bodies  the  full  range  of  emotions  that  characterize  a 
shared  sisterhood  and  her  friendship  with  Rachel,  a 
white  college  student,  shows  the  mistrust  that  can  breed 
whenever  cultures  are  racially  and  hierarchically  stacked 
against  one  another.  Selina’s  sense  of  feminism  lives  for 
us  when  she  rejects  the  false  sense  of  power  that  can  be 
derived  whenever  people  exploit  each  other  for  their 
own  gain  (as  she  had  seen  happen  time  again  in  her 
family  and  community)  and  she  is  able  to  affirm  her 
own  experiences,  self-doubts,  etc.,  as  being  real  and 
valid  without  the  feeling  that  she  is  lacking  a  male  defi¬ 
nition  of  her  character  for  her  own  emotional  clarity  and 
survival. 

We,  readers,  get  the  impression  that  Selina  will  sur¬ 
vive  despite  the  demands  of  society  but  only  on  her  own 
conditions  and  we  love  her  for  it. 


Another  Love 
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gang  bang  in  a  dyke  leather  bar.)  I  can’t  compare  these 
stories  with  other  “porn”  written  by  women  for 
women,  since  I’ve  never  knowingly  encountered  any. 
They  are  far  superior  to  the  usual  commercial  trash. 

The  illustrations  scattered  throughout  the  book  are 
mostly  soft  core  but  of  the  more  outrageous  my  favorite 
is  a  small  original  drawing  labelled  “FISTFUCK.  Yea, 
some  women  really  do  like  it.  More.  More.”  In  fact, 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  things  about  this  book  is  that 
Samois  seems  determined  to  demonstrate  that  at  least 
s/m  feminists  have  a  sense  of  humor.  Many  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  have  titles  which  show  a  light  touch  (“How  I 
Learned  to  Stop  Worrying  and  Love  My  Dildo,”  “Dan¬ 
gerous  Shoes,  or  What’s  a  Nice  Dyke  Like  Me  Doing  In 
a  Get-Up  Like  This?”)  and  one  piece  is  a  selection  of 
letters  and  jokes  from  the  Samois  newsletter’s  “Dear 
Aunt  Sadie”  column.  (“How  many  anti-s/m  feminists 
does  it  take  to  screw  in  a  lightbulb?  At  least  four.  One 
to  handle  the  bulb,  one  to  critique  the  word  ‘screw,’ 
one  to  lend  professional  credentials  to  the  operation, 
and  one  to  find  common  ground  with  the  utility  com- 
pany.”) 

Coming  to  Power's  most  important  contribution  to 
s/m  lesbians  may  be  its  compendium  of  “how  to”  and 
safety  tips,  but  its  greatest  contribution  to  the  outsider 
is  it’s  wide  range  of  descriptions  of  the  subjective  expe¬ 
rience  of  s/m.  Both  the  fiction  and  the  “testimonial” 
articles  offer  a  clear  response  to  lesbian  feminists  who 
wonder  “what  a  lesbian  could  get  out  of  s/m.”  Most 
often  cited  is  greatly  intensified  sexual  pleasure.  Some 
women  speak  of  a  sense  of  exploring  the  outer  limits  of 
their  being,  others  of  self-acceptance  after  years  of  fear 
and  confusion.  “Tops”  (sadists)  describe  the  joy  that 
can  come  from  fully  experiencing  one’s  power  and 
strength,  the  satisfaction  of  figuring  out  how  to 
embody  a  lover’s  fantasies,  the  thrill  of  making  some- 
ojie  “want  it”  with  her  whole  being.  (Although  the 
majority  of  s/m  people  seem  to  be  “bottoms”  many  of 


these  women  are  “switchables”  and  describe  the  plea¬ 
sure  they  derive  from  both  roles.)  “Bottoms”  describe 
the  ecstasy  that  can  accompany  total  vulnerability,  total 
surrender  to  a  trusted  lover;  the  sense  of  power  and  dar¬ 
ing  that  comes  from  breaking  through  what  one 
thought  were  the  limits  of  one’s  tolerance  for  pain;  the 
freedom  of  finally  being  forced  to  admit  just  how  in¬ 
tense  one’s  sexual  desire  really  is;  the  peace  that  accom¬ 
panies  being  allowed  to  relinquish  all  responsibility  — 
to  stop  “being  the  strong  one”  —  for  a  brief  interval. 
One  is  left  with  an  image  of  s/m  as  a  scary  but  tremen¬ 
dously  exciting  adventure. 

For  me,  the  most  intriguing  aspect  of  these  descrip¬ 
tions  lies  in  the  light  they  shed  on  the  relationship 
between  “subjects”  and  “objects.”  This  isn’t  the  irrel¬ 
evant  philosophical  problem  one  might  suppose.  We 
all  talk  about  “objectification”  —  feminists  have  been 
particularly  angered  by  it.  And  feminist  theory  too 
often  refers  itself  to  Simone  de  Beauvoir  without  criti¬ 
cally  examining  her  allegiance  to  early  Sartrean  existen¬ 
tialism  and  its  dubious  notion  of  the  “subject,”  which, 
simple  stated,  is  the  idea  that  each  individual  seeks  to 
be  an  autonomous  self-constructing  entity  —  a 
“subject”  —  and  is  therefore  fundamentally  hostile  to 
other  “consciousnesses.”  Subjecs,  in  order  to  see  them¬ 
selves  as  “essential,”  must  see  the  Other  as  an  object. 
At  the  same  time,  each  subject’s  sense  of  “himself”  is 
threatened  by  the  attempts  of  other  subjects  to  do  the 
same  to  “him.”  In  The  Second  Sex ,  de  Beauvoir  exam¬ 
ines  how  Woman  has  been  made  into  the  Other,  the 
object,  by  and  for  Man.  The  conclusion  to  which  one  is 
drawn  is  that  Woman  too  should  struggle  to  be  a  sub¬ 
ject,  that  her  liberation  depends  on  her  entrance  into 
this  struggle  for  autonomy. 

I  think  that  many  feminists,  perhaps  influenced,  un- 
consciouslyor  otherwise  by  de  Beauvoir,  see  autonomy 
as  an  absolute  good  and  objectification  as  an  absolute 
evil.  S/m  challenges  this  whole  picture.  It  denies  that 
there  is  anything  essentially  odious  about  being  an  ob¬ 
ject  (a  “bottom”)  for  an  Other,  that  in  fact  objectifica¬ 
tion,  if  freely  chosen,  can  bring  pleasure  and  freedom 
rather  than  alienation.  And  it  transforms  the  struggle  of 


the  subject  (the  “top”)  into  a  game,  a  playful  reversal 
in  which  the  subject  is  really  at  the  service  of  her  object. 
It  is  possible  that  these  seemingly  ironclad  categories  — 
subject/object  —  can  be  “deconstructed”  by  playing 
with  (in)  them  and  that  applying  the  insights  of  s/m  les¬ 
bians  to  the  issues  of  objectification  and  autonomy 
could  prove  very  fruitful. 

S/m  also  raises  other  issues  with  which  gay  liberation- 
ists  and  feminists  hvae  not  yet  dealt  adequately.  What 
is  the  difference  between  fantasy  and  reality,  between 
‘  ‘acted-out”  fantasy  —  play  —  and  reality?  Do  we  want 
to  say  that  the  content  of  sexual  fantasy  is  directly  deter¬ 
mined  by  patriarchal  relations  and  in  turn  supports 
them?  Or  do  fantasy  and  play  have  the  potential  to  lib¬ 
erate,  move  beyond  society’s  givens?  And  how  do  these 
issues  relate  to  our  views  of  childhood?  There  is  also  the 
problem  of  power:  is  power  a  substance  which  one 
group  (men,  straights)  has  and  another  group  (women, 
gays)  hasn’t?  Or  is  it  something  more  complex  and  con¬ 
tradictory?  How  does  our  notion  of  power  influence  the 
way  we  view  interpersonal  relations  and  the  problem  of 
consent?  Still  another  issue  is  that  of  “political  correct¬ 
ness”:  how  can  we  know  that  something  is  “healthy,” 
i.e.  untainted  by  patriarchal  conditioning?  Can  we 
create  anything  which  is  untouched  by  our  culture?  Or 
is  the  “healthy”  sexuality  lauded  by  orthodox  femi¬ 
nism  merely  a  reflection  of  one  part  of  our  contradictory 
conditioning  —  the  “good  girl”  feminine  pan?  Or  the 
polite  middle-class  Puritan  pan? 

Coming  to  Power  does  not  claim  that  s/m  is  essen¬ 
tially  revolutionary,  a  sexual  practice  rooted  in  some 
pre-social  libido  which  can,  if  allowed  free  play,  shatter 
the  patriarchy.  All  sexuality  is  socially  constructed.  In 
the  process  of  constructing  its  ideal  form,  monogamous 
“vanilla”  heterosexuality,  society  also  constructs  the 
“perversions,”  which  it  allows  to  speak  only  in  shame. 
To  deny  this  shame,  to  speak  out  with  pride  and  pas¬ 
sion,  has  been  essential  to  gay  liberation.  To  claim  this 
right  to  speak  both  denies  the  legitimacy  of  the  domi¬ 
nant  ideal  form  and  forces  the  patriarchy  to  confront  its 
bastard  children.  S/m  is  equally  one  of  these  bastards 
and  its  voice  should  be  welcomed. 
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Fight  Back!  Feminist  Resistance  to  M.ale  Violence  is 
the  second  book  published  by  Clies  Press,  an  excit¬ 
ing  new  women’s  press  located  in  Minneapolis.  It 
is  a  large  format  (8  Vi  x  11)  anthology  of  short  stories, 
speeches,  articles,  graphics,  pamphlets,  photographs, 
interviews,  and  poetry.  A  fair  number  of  the  pieces  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  book  have  been  previously  published,  al¬ 
though  few  are  more  than  a  year  or  two  old.  The  book  is 
divided  into  seven  sections,  roughly  concerned  with:  (1) 
women  describing  and  naming  sexist  violence;  (2)  de¬ 
scribing  and  analyzing  the  anti-rape  and  battered  wom¬ 
en’s  movements;  (3)  women  who  lull  in  self-defense;  (4) 
preventative  self-defense;  (5)  media  violence  and  the 
creation  of  an  alternative  culture;  (6)  specific  examples 
of  anti-violence  organizing;  (7)  a  52-page  directory  of 
resource  organizations  of  all  kinds.  Topically,  the  book 
demonstrates  a  very  broad  definition  of  violence  by 
including  material  on  a  spectrum  ranging  from  rape, 
battery,  and  incest  to  institutional  (psychiatric  and 
penal)  abuse,  homophobia,  racism,  cancer,  militarism, 
environmental  hazards,  pornography,  nuclear  power 
and  weapons. 

The  contribution  of  the  book  to  feminist  political 
writings  rests  with  its  goals  in  general ,  not  its  content  in 
particular.  The  publication  of  this  book  in  late  1981  ad¬ 
dresses  two  pressing  needs  of  the  women’s  movements. 
First,  the  book  insists  on  history  (if  recent  and  incom¬ 
plete)  at  a  time  when  memory  is  being  systematically 
erased  and  altered.  In  pushing  us  to  acknowledge  that 
our  thoughts  and  actions  are  grounded  in  what  has 
gone  before,  it  helps  us  to  pinpoint  and  begin  to  answer 
questions  about  the  future  direction  of  our  movement. 
This  is  of  course  the  second  need:  to  pose  questions, 
provoke  discussion  and  respond. 

But  what  are  the  significant  questions  today  for  fem¬ 
inists  involved  in  anti-violence  work?  (One  should  note 
that  according  to  the  book’s  definition  of  violence,  this 
means  the  entire  women’s  movement  as  well  as  women 
organizing  autonomously  withint  the  mixed  left.)  Dis¬ 
tilled  from  Fight  Back!,  these  crucial  questions  fall  into 
the  general  categories  of:  (re)defining  feminism  and  its 
relationship  to  a  “movement”;  naming  the  sources  of 
sexist  violence;  exploring  female  experience  as  shaped 
by  race  and  class;  relating  to  the  state;  understanding 
the  new  right  and  challenging  it  effectively.  I  cannot 
possibly  discuss  each  of  these  categories  in  a  short  review 
and  so  will  confine  myself  to  one  or  two  issues  I  think  of 
special  interest  to  GCN  readers,  encouraging  each  of 
you  to  buy  and  read  the  whole  book  yourself. 

Without  exception,  these  questions  —  how  they  are 
formulated  and  discussed  —  have  important  political 
implications  for  individual  lives,  a  women’s  movement, 
and  feminism  as  an  ideology.  Fight  Back!,  in  spite  of  its 
comprehensive  appearance,  prioritizes  certain  ques¬ 
tions,  the  involvement  of  lesbians  in  feminist  anti¬ 


violence  activities,  to  choose  just  one  example.  In  sev¬ 
eral  articles  (“Lesbian  Consciousness  and  Male 
Violence”  by  Denslow  Brown;  “Third  World  Lesbians: 
Organizing  at  the  National  Level  to  Combat  Oppres¬ 
sion”  by  Hilda  Hidalgo;  “Action  Proposal  for  Lesbian 
Revolutionary  Movement  from  a  Lesbian  Separatist’s 
Position”  by  Thrace;  “Warriors  of  the  Luniform  Shield: 
Lesbians  and  Direct  Action”  by  Sidney  Spinster)  the 
reader  confronts  the  question:  What  does  it  mean  that 
so  many  lesbians  are  active  and  visible  in  the  movement 
against  violence  against  women?  While  each  article  is 
distinct,  the  general  trend  in  answering  this  question 
identifies  the  fact  of  lesbian  seperateness  from  men  as  a 
positive  model  for  all  women  in  resisting  sexist  violence. 
(It  is  assumed  that  lesbians  by  definition  experience 
physical,  emotional,  sexual,  and  economic  autonomy.) 
In  other  words,  fighting  back  is  best  done  by  women  for 
themselves  and  one  another.  Obviously,  this  is  true,  as 
far  as  it  goes. 

The  articles  also  point  out  the  important  and  un- 
equivocable  existence  of  lesbians  and  our  valuable  con¬ 
tribution  to  long  and  short  term  solutions  for  all 
women:  from  temporary  shelters  to  women’s  communi¬ 
ties.  (This  fact  may  seem  obvious  or  unnecessary,  but 
“Attack  from  the  Right”  by  Pamela  Johnston  is  but  one 
of  many  stories  of  how  lesbian-baiting  has  discredited 
and  in  some  cases  destroyed  feminist  projects.)  An 
example  of  lesbianism’s  modeling  potential: 

The  more  I  accepted  society’s  taboos  on  commu¬ 
nication  between  women,  the  longer  it  made  me 
a  victim.  The  more  support  I  had  from  women, 
the  healthier  and  more  effective  my  response  be¬ 
came.  I  was  also  able  to  work  through  the  process 
of  recovery  from  an  encounter  with  violence.  In 
isolation,  it  took  eight  years.  With  feminism,  it 
took  a  fifth  of  that  .  .  .  Lesbian  energy  and  con¬ 
sciousness  can  be  effective  in  preventing  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  male  violence.  (pp.  29-30) 

Note  that  the  words  “women,"  “lesbians,”  and  “fem¬ 
inists”  are  more  or  less  interchangeable  for  this  author. 
Another  contributor  takes  this  equation  one  step 
further. 

...  as  lesbians  we  can  no  longer  tolerate  the 
tyranny  of  heterosexual  enslavement  of  womyn, 
racist  oppression  and  genocide,  class  dominance 
and  murder,  ageist  brutality  toward  young  and 
old,  the  rape,  murder,  starvation  of  womyn,  and 
the  isolation  and  avoidance  of  those  who  are  men¬ 
tally  or  physically  disabled .  (p .  30 1 ) 

This  presumed  lesbian  virtue  (whatever  it  is  — 
championing  oppression?  exhuding  instant  love?  —  we 
seem  to  have  lots  of  it)  is  presented  uncritically,  to  say 
the  least.  While  the  book  does  reaffirm  the  continued 
necessity  for  a  politically  autonomous  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  it  could  and  should  also  be  asked  whether  in¬ 
volvement  in  anti-violence  work  is  reenforcing  lesbian 
silences  about  men  in  general,  and  about  male  sexuality 
in  particular.  For  example,  the  experience  of  working  in 
a  battered  women's  shelter  may  perpetuate  an  under¬ 
standing  of  male  and  female  sexuality  as  essentially 
opposite,  perhaps  one  reason  that  lesbians  are  attracted 
to  this  sort  of  political  involvement.  It  is  also  doubtless¬ 
ly  the  case  that  this  notion  of  intrinsic  difference  is  one 
of  the  reasons  that  so  many  women  come  out  as  lesbians 


in  the  course  of  “fighting  back.” 

Clearly,  we  need  more  questions  like  this  —  ques¬ 
tions  that  will  force  us  to  examine  our  basic  assumptions 
about  male  and  female  sexual  identity,  questions  that 
will  increase  our  awareness  of  how  sexuality  —  and  not 
just  fighting  back  against  male/ violence/sexuality  —  is 
a  powerful,  motivating  force  in  women’s  lives.  In  not 
pursuing  these  issues,  Fight  Back!  implicitly  accepts  a 
traditionally  biological  assignment  of  active,  violent 
sexuality  to  men  and  passive,  nurturant,  fearful  asexu- 
ality  to  women.  This  polarity  of  “masculine”  and 
“feminine”  is,  as  I  have  always  understood  feminism, 
something  to  challenge,  not  accept.  Unless  we  really  be¬ 
lieve  and  act  on  our  belief  that  this  polarity  is  an  essen¬ 
tially  political  construct,  basic  to  the  continuation  of 
sexism,  our  work  against  sexist  violence  runs  the  risk  of 
becoming  a  crusade  against  male  vice  (i.e.  sexuality) 
and  for  supposed  “female  values.”  Such  a  movement 
would  not,  I  fear,  move  toward  eliminating  sexist  vio¬ 
lence  because  it  would  not  grapple  with  the  issues 
underlying  the  masculine /feminine  polarity:  power, 
repression  and  sexuality.  These,  I  am  sure,  are  the  ques¬ 
tions  we  must  address,  pointing  us  in  the  direction, 
once  again,  of  defining  and  re-defining  feminism. 

Beyond  the  question  of  autonomy,  the  book  does  not 
seem  concerned  with  balancing  change  by  and  among 
women  (lesbianism,  for  example,  is  a  choice  made  for¬ 
ever  by  some  and  sometimes  or  never  by  others)  with  a 
demand  that  men  take  responsibility  themselves  for 
violent  behavior  toward  women,  and  have  some  genu¬ 
ine  part  in  ending  it  once  and  for  all. 

Fight  Back!  similarly  emphasizes  the  issues  of  self- 
defense  and  the  creation  of  a  women’s  culture,  thus 
continuing  in  the  direction  of  finding  the  final  (as  well 
as  the  immediate)  solution  to  women’s  oppression  in 
separatism.  While  appreciating  the  real  benefits  af¬ 
forded  women  by  separatism  and  autonomy  (the  book 
as  a  whole  does  not  really  distinguish  between  the  two), 
we  must  also  integrate  what  we  know  and  are  learning 
about  the  diversity  of  female  experience  into  our  propo¬ 
sals  for  how  and  what  to  change.  The  Fight  Back!  com¬ 
mitment  to  present  a  variety  of  voices  —  women  of 
color,  lesbians,  working  class  women,  institutionalized 
women  —  is  obvious  and  strong.  The  next  step  is  to 
allow  all  voices  to  shape  and  direct  our  concrete  anti¬ 
violence  strategies,  the  women’s  movement  as  a  whole, 
and  finally  our  concept  of  feminism. 

While  I  feel  strong  differences  with  the  politics  of 
some  of  its  contents,  Fight  Back!  pushes  important 
issues  into  the  arena  of  public  discussion.  Several  of 
these  pieces  raise  issues  about  violence  against  women 
that  arc  rarely  discussed:  “Breast  Cancer:  Power  vs. 
Prosthesis”  by  Audre  Lorde  and  “Interview  with  Barbara 
Hart,  a  piece  on  the  political  implications  of  legal 
strategies  for  women  who  kill  men  in  self-defense. 

In  a  publishing  industry  characterized  at  all  levels  by 
centralization  and  deeply  influenced  by  the  current 
right  wing  ideological  offensive,  it  is  a  necessary  miracle 
that  independent,  political  publishers  continue  to  exist. 
Clies  Press  is  one  of  these.  We  owe  projects  such  as 
Fight  Back!  our  support  if  they  arc  to  provide  a  forum 
for  our  evolving  politics  and  remain  the  voice  of  our 
lives  and  demands  for  radical  change.  Ultimately,  we 
have  no  other. 
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Lesbian  Adventures 


Faultline 


novel.  What  exactly  does  the  phrase  mean?  Fault  line  is 
not  really  about  lesbian  mothers  in  the  sense  that  it 
sheds  light  on  their  experience.  At  first  I  thought  the 
novel  w as  more  playful  fantasy  than  exploration  of  the 
meaning  of  lesbian  lives.  Surely  it  will  be  read  that  way. 
Then  it  occurred  to  me  that  for  various  reasons,  we  have 
not  really  had  in  our  literature  (with  the  possible 
exception  of  Wanderground)  a  playful,  warmhearted, 
sweet-tempered  vision  of  our  lives,  and  that  Faultline 
provides  it.  The  most  intensely  politicized  among  us 
may  resist  this  vision.  But  it  is  deeply  nourishing  and 
even  healing. 

Faultline  is  indirectly  about  homophobia.  Authorities 
of  several  sorts  are  mocked  for  their  stupidity  and 
blunders,  but  the  tone  is  playful,  not  condemnatory. 
Those  whom  the  authorities  despise  turn  out  to  have  the 
clearest  vision.  The  homophobe  is  just  another  fool  who 
argues  from  authority  instead  of  from  evidence,  and  the 
evidence  is  on  our  side.  Or,  more  precisely,  we  are  the 
evidence.  That  at  least  is  what  the  whimsical  vision  of 
Fault  line  suggests. 


by  Sheila  Ortiz  Taylor 
Naiad  Press,  1982 
Box  10543 

Tallahassee,  FL  32302 
126  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Peg  Cruikshank 


This  is  a  wonderful  novel.  Its  exuberant  comic 
spirit  and  its  craft  set  it  apart  from  other  lesbian 
novels.  The  originality  of  the  book  is  so 
impressive  that  the  author  is  bound  to  become  well- 
known. 

Faultline  is  an  adventure  story  about  lesbian 
mothers,  rabbits,  a  trailer  camp  in  Mexico,  a  bizarre 
kidnapping,  a  drag  queen /babysitter,  an  unlikely  gay 
male  couple,  a  former  hooker  with  a  heart  of  gold,  and 
a  warm  relationship  between  an  aunt  and  a  niece  (the 
main  character)  who  both  become  writers.  No  plot 
summary  could  convey  the  high  sprited  fun  of  this 
novel,  which  will  probably  appeal  not  only  to  a  large 
lesbian  and  gay  audience,  but  also  to  many  straight 
readers.  In  the  first  chapter,  the  main  character,  Arden 
Benbow,  mother  of  six,  calls  herself  “an  English  major 
on  the  skids.”  Faultline  should  be  especially  loved  by 
other  lapsed  academics  (or  “recovered  academics”)  as 
well  as  the  free-spirited  who  are  still  in  the  pay  of 
colleges  and  universities. 

On  the  first  page,  Arden  Benbow  comments  that 
“absurdity  is  really  just  an  event  out  of  context,  like  a 
beached  whale.”  What  the  novel  accomplishes 
imaginatively,  I  think,  is  to  place  lesbian  mothers 
securely  in  the  context  of  mainstream  America  and  to 
defy  anyone  to  find  this  absurd.  In  boldly  claiming  so 
much  turf  for  her  lesbian  characters,  Sheila  Ortiz  Taylor 
imbues  her  novel  with  great  seriousness. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  wisdom  in  Faultline  and  a 
wealth  of  wonderful  details  and  observations.  The 
author  refers,  for  example,  to  “that  colorless  anxiety 
characteristic  of  anybody  who  grew  up  during  the 
Eisenhower  years.”  A  fine  metaphorical  sense  is  evident 
throughout  the  novel. 

The  metaphor  of  the  title  functions  in  several  ways. 
The  story  is  set  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley.  An 
important  event  is  the  earthquake  of  1971,  which 
literally  brings  Arden  Benbow  and  Alice  Wicks 
together.  The  chapter  describing  this  event  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  descriptions  of  awakening  lesbian  love 
that  I  can  remember  reading.  In  Taylor’s  world,  quakes 
and  faultlines  become  good  metaphorical  equivalents 
for  sexual  experience,  for  unexpected  events,  and  for 
surprises  that  undermine  the  apparent  bedrock  stability 
of  the  heterosexually  conceived  nuclear  family.  Like  the 
movie  “A  Woman  Like  Eve,”  Faultline  threatens  the 
established  order  by  suggesting  that,  in  turning  their 
backs  on  heterosexual  life  and  all  its  works  and  pomps, 
lesbians  know  exactly  what  they  are  doing. 


Faultline  belongs  to  a  family  of  novels  called  episodic, 
in  which  events  are  arranged  like  beads  on  a  string.  All 
the  chapters  are  short.  It  also  resembles  the  traditional 
novel  told  entirely  through  letters  by  various  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  action;  here,  the  events  are  described  by 
fourteen  different  characters.  The  main  limitation  of  the 
episodic  form,  “lack  of  well-rounded  characters”  is 
somewhat  apparent  in  Faultline,  but  more  important  is 
the  author’s  success  in  exploiting  the  possibilities  of 
multiple  perspectives.  Later  chapters  reverberate  with 
comments  on  earlier  chapters,  something  I  was  more 
aware  of  when  I  read  the  novel  a  second  time. 

Some  lesbian  readers  will  be  dismayed  to  find  men  in 
this  novel,  straight  as  well  as  gay,  all  favorably  portrayed 
except  the  loutish  ex-husband  of  Arden,  who  tries  to  get 
custody  of  the  children.  Other  lesbians  will  grit  their 
teeth  and  say,  “Oh,  well,  why  not?”  Still  others  will  be 
delighted  to  find  a  novel  they  can  share  with  their 
straight  friends  and  relatives. 

But  it  is  just  this  wide  accessibility  that  makes  me 
wonder  if  Faultline  can  appropriately  be  called  a  lesbian 


Serious  Business  in  Funny  Pix 


Gay  Comix  #2 

Kitchen  Sink  Comix,  1982 
til  Swamp  Road 
Princeton,  WI  54968 
32  pp.,  $1.50 

Reviewed  by  Ann  Heron 

Before  I  begin  here  I  have  a  confession  to  make .  I 
found  that  I  have  approached  the  reading,  and 
therefore  the  reviewing,  of  a  comic  book  with 
some  hesitation.  Upon  further  examination,  I  traced 
the  source  of  my  problem  to  my  childhood.  My  mother 
never  approved  of  comic  books.  But  having  struggled  to 
overcome  many  of  my  mother’s  prejudices  in  the  past,  I 
have  no  excuse  to  stop  now.  Besides,  as  I  have  learned 
recently,  a  good  cartoon  is  hard  to  come  by. 

Gay  Comix  U 2  is  out,  and  the  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  put  it/do  it  on  paper  are  back.  Actually  the  selec¬ 
tions  offered  in  Gay  Comix  have  been  created  by  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men,  and  bisexuals  and  we  are  told  that  each 
artist  speaks  for  her  or  himself  .  .  .  “political  unity  is 
not  the  point.’’ 

The  comic  genre  too  often  receives  its  most  serious 
attention  from  avid  readers  of  the  New  Yorker,  or  from 
people  like  myself  who  turn  first  to  the  “funnies’’  on  a 
Sunday  morning.  Most  feel  they  left  comics  behind 
when  they  outgrew  Archie  and  Veronica.  Comics  like 
any  art  form  can  and  do  address  many  aspects  of  our 
lives  and  culture.  We  expect  comics  and  cartoons  to  be 
funny,  but  like  a  song,  a  painting,  or  a  poem,  they  can 
be  a  vehicle  for  insight  and  commentary.  Gay  Comix, 
in  less  than  20  pages,  offers  a  variety  of  approaches  to 
art,  literature,  humor,  and  the  human  sexual  experi¬ 
ence.  Full-length  comics  and  shorter  cartoons  present 
issues  ranging  in  complexity  from  a  duck  trying  to 
decide  what  to  wear  to  the  bar  on  a  Friday  night  to  a 
lesbian  dealing  with  her  latent  heterosexuality.  The 
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most  thought-provoking  selections  are  offered  by  Bur¬ 
ton  Clarke,  Howard  Cruse,  and  Roberta  Gregory. 
Burton  Clarke  tells  the  story  of  Cy  Ross,  a  black  man 
who  discovers  that  he  has  been  labelled  “Snow  Queen” 
by  his  friends.  To  prove  he  is  not  a  racist,  he  tries 
(unsuccessfully)  to  trick  with  black  as  well  as  white  men. 
Clarke’s  graphics  are  pleasing;  clear  and  easy  to  follow. 
The  story  ends  before  Cy  comes  to  any  resolution  of  his 
feelings  for  black  men  and  with  a  hint  of  further  com¬ 
plication.  Perhaps  we  will  hear  more  from  Mr.  Clarke  in 
Gay  Comix  #3? 

Howard  Cruse  introduces  Jerry  Mack,  a  Mid- Western 
minister  who  is  married  and,  as  he  puts  it,  “Blessed 


with  a  large  and  loving  family.  ’  ’  An  article  in  the  morn¬ 
ing’s  paper  has  reminded  Jerry  of  Evan,  a  man  with 
whom  he  was  deeply  in  love.  Only  when  driven  out  of 
town  by  this  man’s  father,  did  Jerry  decide  to  commit 
his  life  to  the  Lord.  We  leave  Jerry  comparing  his 
youngest  son  to  Evan  and  fearing  what  he  would  do  if 
his  son  ever  told  him  he  was  gay. 

In  Roberta  Gregory’s  comic,  “Unnatural  Desires,” 
two  women  who  knew  each  other  in  high  school  meet 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years.  They  challenge  each 
other  to  explore  the  possibilities.  For  one  this  means 
sleeping  with  a  woman,  for  the  other,  a  man.  Gregory’s 

Continued  on  page  6 
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She.  drives  so  fine 

Chasin’  that  long  white  line 
In  every  sort  of  weather 
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for  being  in  charge  of  their  relationships. 

What  we  can  imagine  depends  on  what  we  have  been 
prepared  for,  by  our  experience,  by  our  conversations, 
by  what  we  read.  But  1  find  I  resent  each  new  gay  book  or 
poetry  reading.  I  think  it  won’t  be  good  and  it’ll  be  a 
waste  of  time.  I  don’t  need  one  more.  I’m  waiting  for  the 
good  parts.  But  by  now  I’m  out.  I  keep  discovering  that 
books  and  plays  I  had  dismissed  after  reading  the 
reviews  are  indeed  very  good  — perhaps  for  only  ten 
pages  or  in  one  scene,  but  in  the  gay  world,  our  world, 
those  pages  and  scenes  are  often  worth  a  great  deal,  in¬ 
cluding  the  price  of  admission  in  good  seats  and  in  hard 
covers.  We  are  never  too  gay. 

Treasures  on  Earth  is  a  good  read,  and  on  many  levels. 
The  earthly  treasures  are  the  ones  we  are  given.  For  gay 
people  our  discovery  of  those  treasures  has  been 
liberating  for  us.  Yet  discovery  as  such  has  also  meant 
conquering  and  subversion.  Willie  discovers  he  is  gay 
and  Hiram  discovers  Machu  Picchu,  and  both  have  to 
disturb  the  world  around  them.  No  wonder  coming  out 
is  never  so  simple. 


be  pardoned  in  a  work  as  abstract  and  academic  as  this; 
some  of  these  ideas  might  just  be  too  complex  to 
explain  easily  in  ordinary  language.  But  in  this  case, 
style  overwhelms  content.  The  arguments  are  so 
ponderous,  so  rhetorical,  and  so  dry  that  there  seems  to 
be  very  little  content  indeed.  There  are  lots  of 
definitions  in  this  book,  lots  of  data,  and  lots  of  case 
studies.  But  the  authors  overstate  their  premises  and 
fail  to  draw  any  conclusions.  There  is  little  elaboration 
of  the  data,  little  focus,  and  little  clear-cut  analysis— in 
short,  there  is  nothing  new. 


Discovering  What  You're  Looking 

Treasures  on  Earth 


by  Carter  Wilson 
Alfred  A.  Knopf 
New  York,  1981 
296pp.,  $11.93 

Reviewed  by  Martin  Krieger 

Getting  to  the  g<^od  pans.  You  know,  the  gay 
parts.  The  longing,  the  touching,  the  sex,  the 
seminal  moment.  In  life.  In  a  novel.  Antici¬ 
pating.  Sex  as  proof,  the  phallic  symbol  (at  least  for 
men),  in  the  right  juxtaposition,  tumescence, 
ejaculation.  Wading  through  those  early  pages,  the 
moments  when  you’re  unsure  of  how  it’ll  come  out, 
waiting  for  hints,  scenes  where  they  seem  to  go  all  the 
way  but  don't.  Then  the  good  parts.  .  .  .  Treasures  on 
Earth  is  such  a  story,  a  coming  out  story,  not  a  fully 
realized  and  knowing  gay  situation  such  as  in  Dancer 
from  the  Dance.  It  is  a  story  of  romance,  disappoint¬ 
ment,  and  true  and  contented  redemptive  love. 

Carter  Wilson  writes  anthropological  novels.  Trea¬ 
sures  on  Earth  is  about  the  discovery  of  the  “lost”  city  of 
Machu  Picchu  in  Peru.  Hiram  Bingham  is  the  explorer 
(as  he  was  in  the  actual  discovery),  Willie  Hickler  is  the 
photographer  in  his  party,  Ernesto  Mena  is  the  resistant 
yet  desiring  Indian  Willie  falls  in  love  with.  The  tone  is 
that  of  a  movie,  like  Doctorow’s  Ragtime ,  with  many 
supporting  characters,  each  one  drafted  for  the 
allegorical  role  he  or  she  is  to  play.  No  one  has  much  of 
an  inner  life,  except  for  Willie,  and  this  is  the  story  of 
his  discovery. 

In  Treasures  on  Earth ,  coming  out  and  gay  liberation 
are  ambivalendy  associated  with  racial  hegemony  and 
domination.  Discovery  takes  over  other  people’s  turf; 
liberation  frees  that  turf  from  domination.  Romance 
seems  to  require  differences  in  power  and  culture— as 
between  men  and  women,  or  between  men  (or  women) 
of  different  colors— differences  that  translate  into 
inequality  and  acts  of  conquest.  Yet  love  is  liberating. 

What  is  discovered  when  you  discover  Machu  Picchu? 
The  Incas  did  not  need  to  have  it  discovered .  The  local 
Indians  of  1910  did  not.  Rather,  it  is  Europeans  who 
make  discoveries  in  the  New  World.  More  generally, 
relatively  powerful  and  grasping  and  curious  people 
make  “discoveries.”  They  are  likely  to  be  triumphant  in 
battle  and  have  their  story  dominate  other  peoples’. 
They  find  something,  already  there,  and  make  it  their 
own.  What  is  already  there  is  not  the  same  as  what  is 
discovered.  Discovery  is  a  way  of  making  it  one’s  own, 
transforming  it  into  something  understood  in  the  dis¬ 
coverer’s  own  terms. 

For  most  of  us,  being  gay  is  something  we  discover.  It, 
too,  is  already  there.  But  only  in  discovery  and  liber¬ 
ation,  only  in  coming  out,  does  it  become  the  role  as  we 
know  it.  The  glow  of  first  sex  or  an  actual  loving  relation¬ 
ship  as  a  gay  person.  Like  the  glow  of  seeing  Machu 
Picchu. 

For  some  of  us  who  have  the  chance,  discovery  and 
adventure  is  continuing,  renewing,  sometimes  play, 
sometimes  compulsive.  We  cannot  stay  home.  There’s 
more  new  world  to  be  found.  And  for  some  of  us,  there 
is  life  at  home,  one  or  two  discoveries,  coming  out,  even¬ 
tual  romance,  and  finally  settling  down.  Both  treasures 
on  earth,  Machu  Picchu  and  Willie’s  “gay”  life,  are  a 
product  of  modern  society.  Exploration,  in  contrast  to 
conquest,  depends  on  curiosity  and  the  need  for  amuse¬ 
ment  in  a  gilded  age.  (Think  of  the  space  program.) 
Willie  discovers  love  with  Ernesto.  But  he  settles  down 
with  Hap  Meeker,  whom  he  meets  later  back  in  New 
Haven.  Hap  is  a  dark  man  like  Ernesto,  Willie’s  “type,” 
but  now  “improved”  by  Yale. 

For  many  white  people,  color  signifies  the  savage,  and 
they  project  their  desires  onto  him.  Their  fantasies  can 
run  wild,  they  can  release  their  emotions.  (Women 
function  in  the  same  way  for  many  straight  men.  And  I 
suspect  that  this  form  of  racism  is  not  restricted  to  white 
people  or  to  the  West.)  Surely  the  savage  is  not  inno¬ 
cent,  but  his  world  may  not  have  the  gay  or  homosexual 
role  Western  males  have  constructed.  The  projection 
must  fail.  It  is  the  white  man  who  is  innocent,  who  does 
not  (want  to)  understand  what  he  is  doing,  who  roman¬ 
ticizes  to  suit  his  own  needs.  But  this  is  no  simple  story 
of  domination  or  imperialism.  Rather,  it  is  one  of  illu¬ 
sion,  mistakes,  accomodation,  affections.  Ernesto  is  as 
human  and  needy  as  Willie,  but  he  is  under  very  dif¬ 
ferent  constraints. 

Willie  tries  to  possess  and  control  his  fantasy  by 
remembering  all  about  Ernesto,  effectively  leaving 
Ernesto  no  will.  And  he  invents  a  kind  of  love  in 
Ernesto,  a  love  which  Ernesto  cannot  allow  himself  to 
harbor.  Willie  wants  Ernesto’s  eyes  to  guide  his  camera, 
seeming  to  submit  to  Ernesto.  But  in  effect  that  will 
superimpose  on  Ernesto  Willie’s  image  of  him.  The  mir¬ 
roring  would  be  complete,  the  mistaken  love  realized,  if 
Willie  controlled  Ernesto.  But  for  love  that  control  is 
deadly. 

Willie  cannot  let  Ernesto’s  eyes  take  over  his  own.  But 
in  the  end  Willie  is  saved  not  by  his  own  good  sense, but 
by  Ernesto.  Ernesto  knows  his  limits  in  his  own  world. 
The  mirroring  won’t  work.  And  then  Willie  comes  to 
understand  his  own  project  as  a  romantic  one.  He  is  a 
photographer.  He  knows  about  those  older  virtual  im¬ 


ages  that  cannot  be  printed,  that  cannot  be  made  real. 
An  older  “Uranian”  [a  term  for  a  gay  man  of  the  period] 
on  the  expedition  says  to  him  much  later,  “Hiram 
couldn’t  find  that  wretched  ‘Vitcos’  [a  "lost”  city]  of  his, 
but  out  of  wanting  it  so  badly  he  managed  to  dream  up 
Machu  Picchu.”  Willie:  “Like  me  inventing  Ernesto 
Mena  out  of  wanting  someone  like  him  so  badly.” 

It’s  not  the  sex  or  the  affectional  preference  that 
makes  this  a  gay  novel.  Nor  is  it  the  love  story  as  such, 
although  Willie’s  kind  of  romantic  love  for  Ernesto  stili 
takes  place,  and  his  more  settled  domestic  life  with  Hap 
is  surely  possible.  What  makes  this  a  gay  novel  is  the 
discovery ,  the  fact  that  life  is  not  given,  not  natural,  but 
is  a  second  nature.  We  are  not  immediately  at  home  in 
our  society.  We  must  discover  what  there  is  at  least  once 
or  twice,  if  not  many  more  times.  And  what  we  discover 
becomes  interpreted  in  terms  of  what  we  are  looking  for, 
what  we  can  imagine.  Of  course,  there  are  many  kinds  of 
discovery.  A  gay  male  novel  is  about  the  intimate 
discoveries  men  make  about  each  other  and  about  them¬ 
selves,  men  who  were  not  brought  up  for  domesticity  or 


Same  Old  Gay 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Homosexuality 

ed.  by  John  Hart  and  Diane  Richardson 
Boston,  1981 

Routeledge  &  Kegan  Paul 
206  pp.,  $9.30 

Reviewed  by  Larry  Goldsmith 


B  illed  as  providing  a  “new  way  of  looking  at 
homosexuality,”  this  book  brings  together  essays 
by  theoreticians  and  practitioners  in  sociology 
and  psychology  with  a  common  emphasis  on  viewing 
homosexual  identity  as  an  individual  choice,  as  opposed 
to  an  “orientation”  determined  by  environment  or 
biology. 

All  the  essays  make  an  important  first  step  in 
differentiating  between  homosexual  acts,  homosexual 
lifestyles,  and  homosexual  identities.  Diane 
Richardson’s  opening  essay  on  “Theoretical  Perspectives 
on  Homosexuality”  provides  a  point-by-point  criticism 
of  traditional  theories  which,  in  attempting  to  discover 
causes  for  a  homosexual  “condition,”  confuse  the 
separate  realities  of  acts,  lifestyles,  and  identities.  John 
Hart  follows  this  account  with  an  attempt  to  relate 
Richardson’s  theories  to  the  history  of  clinical  practice 
and  the  failure  of  psychotherapy  as  cure. 

As  Hart  and  Richardson  move  away  from  the  idea  of 
“homosexual”  as  a  category  to  which  a  particular  class  of 
people  belong,  they  move  toward  the  conception  of 
homosexuals  as  unique  individuals.  Their  idea  is  to 
view  homosexuality,  not  as  a  well-defined  collection  of 
behaviors  and  symptoms,  but  as  a  “complex  interactive 
process”  of  individual  development. 

Other  contributors  consider  identities  and  lifestyles 
in  the  lesbian  and  gay  male  world  and  the  problems  of 
lesbians  arid  gay  males  in  a  world  where  legal,  moral, 
and  therapeutic  principles  are  measured  on  a 
heterosexual  norm. 

It’s  a  good  start.  But  the  failure  of  Theory  and 
Practice  is  that  it  never  gets  off  the  ground.  Not  just 
Hart  and  Richardson,  but  all  the  contributors  to  this 
collection  mire  themselves  in  the  worst  form  of  social 
science  jargon.  Jargon  and  obscurity  might  grudgingly 
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Homosexuality  and  American 
Psychiatry 

The  Politics  of  Diagnosis 

by  Ronald  Bayer 
Basic  Books,  Inc. 

NY,  1981 

216  pp.,  indexed,  $12.93 

Reviewed  by  Tim  Walton 

When  the  gays  from  San  Francisco’s  Society  for 
Individual  Rights  zapped  the  1970  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  American  Psychiatric  Association, 
the  gossips  of  the  infant  gay  lib  fretted  over  the  poten¬ 
tial  cathexis  of  their  godchild’s  libido:  on  the  object  of 
the  APA’s  great  Index  of  Illnesses,  the  DSM  (Diag¬ 
nostic  &  Statistical  Manual  of  Psychiatric  Disorders,  if 
you  please),  and  on  the  objective  of  eliminating  from  it 
their  sexual  orientation.  Nor  was  their  worry  idle.  Even 
granting  that  the  APA’s  invidious  classification  of  gays 
as  sick  was  the  chief  idol  in  the  homophobic  temple  of 
this  more  pluralistic  than  tolerant  society,  yet  how  was 
this  Church  of  Mental  Health  with  its  dispersed  congre¬ 
gation  and  esoteric  services  to  be  effectively  confronted? 

There  were  no  models  for  such  a  purely  ideological 
struggle  — not  from  the  women’s  movement,  that  Great 
Mother  of  us  all  (whose  own  libidinal  energies  seem 
tragically  about  to  be  fruitlessly  dissipated  on 
the  tidebreakers  of  constitutional  amendment),  nor 
from  the  blacks  nor  labor,  much  less  from  “the 
wretched  of  the  earth.”  More  so  than  any  other 
oppressed  and  stigmatized  group,  “the  homosexual” 
(that  Magyar  neologism)  is  an  epistemic  construction 
from  the  dispersed  and  incremental  power  of  the 
modern  social  state.  Gays  might  as  easily  alter  their 
stigmatization  by  confronting  the  APA  as  an  Eskimo 
prevent  snow-blindness  by  sweeping  away  the  snow! 
Disrupting  its  conventions,  though  arresting,  would  be 
permitted  at  its  sufferance.  And  what  could  be 
expected  from  being  granted  an  audience?  For  decades, 
the  APA  had  proved  itself  impervious  to  the  argument 
and  evidence  of  Kinsey,  Ford  &  Beach,  Hooker,  Szasz, 
Marmor,  and  other  distinguished  voices  both  without 
and  within  the  psychiatric  establishment.  Indeed,  gay 
psychiatrists,  even  though  clandestinely  clubbed  into  a 
Gay-PA  of  their  own,  dared  not  speak  in  their  own 
behalf  or  on  the  behalf  of  other  gays,  so  strong  was  the 
opprobrium  visited  on  homosexuality  in  this  organiza¬ 
tion  of  enlightenment  (whose  first  though  often  ill- 
remembered  luminary,  Freud,  had  himself  seen 
homosexuality  as  no  fit  reason  for  not  certifying  an 
analyst!). 

The  zappers  might  externalize  their  own  oppression 
and  give  cheer  to  their  fellows  on  the  sidelines,  but  that 
other  church  in  Rome  could  sooner  be  expected  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  divinity  of  its  savior  than  the  APA  exorcise 
its  homophobic  demon.  The  gossips  may  well  indeed 
have  thought  a  likelier  and  more  fruitful  course  of  action 
to  be  found  in,  say,  the  enacting  of  a  civil  rights  code  for 
the  gays  in  New  York  City. 

And  yet .  .  .  on  December  15,  1973,  within  four  years 
of  that  first  systematic  disruption  (and  four  years  before 
the  DSM  was  even  supposed  to  be  revised  —  before  it  was 
supposed  to  undergo  any  revision!),  the  APA’s  Board  of 
Trustees  decided  that  “homosexuality  ...  by  itself  does 
not  necessarily  constitute  a  psychiatric  disorder.” 

The  story  of  this  remarkable  turnabout  is  the  subject 
of  Ronald  Bayer’s  Homosexuality  and  American  Psychi¬ 
atry:  the  Politics  of  Diagnosis.  It  is  an  exhilarating  book 
for  gays  to  read,  recounting,  as  it  does,  one  of  our  battles 
won.  It’s  also  an  exciting  book  to  read,  being  drama¬ 


tically  pitched  toward  the  Board’s  Dec.  15  decision. 

First,  Bayer  treats  the  curious  settling  of  American 
psychiatric  orthodoxy  on  the  ill-ness  of  homosexuality, 
the  growing  professional  opposition  to  that  dogma,  and 
the  emergence  of  gay  liberation  as  both  provocation  and 
occasion  for  dogmatists  and  dissenters  to  have  it  out. 
Then  he  rolls  back  his  sleeves  and  details  the  people, 
proposals,  alliances  and  maneuvers  that  led  — through 
four  successive  annual  conventions  and  a  hierarchy  of 
committees,  councils  and  assemblies— to  the  famous 
nosological  reversal  and  its  infamous  ballot-box  confir¬ 
mation  by  the  membership! 

Any  summary  of  these  events  (i.e.  anything  less  than 
the  book  itself)  is  a  cheat,  and  I  will  refrain  from  high¬ 
lighting  my  personal  favorites  among  the  colorful  and 
droll  incidents  in  this  history.  (No,  no  — I  can’t!  I’ll  men¬ 
tion  one:  Ronald  Gold’s  bringing  out  of  the  whole  Gay- 
PA  at  the  1973  Honolulu  convention  by  escorting  into 
their  midst  their  straight  colleague  Robert  Spitzer  of  the 
Nomenclature  Committee.  Gold  was  able  to  turn  their 
outrage  and  uproar  at  their  forced  coming  out  to  creative 
use  by  presenting  Spitzer,  who  was  generally  sym¬ 
pathetic,  with  the  oppressed  colleagues  whom  he 
claimed  never  to  have  met! —thereby,  surely,  winning 
for  himself  the  Constructive  Chutzpah  Award  for  1973) 

Finally,  Bayer  surveys  “the  aftermath  of  diagnostic 
change”  in  the  seventies  and  concludes  with  his  reflec¬ 
tions  on  why  the  APA  deleted  homosexuality  from  its 
nosology  and  what  that  deletion  and  the  baldly  political 
nature  of  its  process  says  about  the  APA,  the  value- 
riddenness  of  the  disease  concept,  and  the  tenuous 
future  for  “healthy”  homos  in  today’s  starboard-lurching 
ship  of  state.  . 

Part  of  the  drama  of  this  study  depends  on  Bayer’s 
skillful  narration  and  brisk  prose.  Part  also  depends  on 
the  clarity  with  which  he  treats  the  issues.  This  book 
wouldn’t  read  like  the  political  thriller  it  is  if  Bayer  had 
been  any  less  competent  in  either  department.  Homo¬ 
sexuality  and  American  Psychiatry  is  “must”  reading  for 
anyone  interested  in  homosexuality,  psychiatry,  or  social 
control  and  change— “must”  reading  without,  thank 
God,  being  at  all  musty! 

Bayer’s  concluding  reflections  are  worth  considering. 
Since  the  APA’s  deletion  of  homosexuality  from  its  DSM 
was  not  preceded  by  new  evidence  or  argument  and  did 
proceed  precipitately  (for  a  conservative,  scientific 
organization)  and  was  preceded  by  disruption  and  the 
threat  of  disruption  by  militant  gays,  some  have  thought 
the  shrinks  caved  in  to  the  faggots.  Bayer  denies  this, 
and  I  think  rightly.  Gays  forced  the  question  to  the 
psychiatrists’  attention,  kept  it  there  and  presented 
cogent  reasons  for  the  deletion,  but  the  psychiatrists 
ultimately  had  to  be  (and  ultimately  were)  convinced  for 
their  own  reasons.  Even  the  conditions  that  the  times 
were  volatile  and  that  psychiatrists  were  liberal  were 
merely  predisposing.  It  helped  that  the  psychiatrists  as 
physicians  could  see  and  be  pained  that  their  judgment 
of  homosexuality  as  a  mental  disorder  was  used  by  the 
larger  and  intellectually  less  refined  society  to  stigmatize 
and  persecute  gays.  It  also  helped  that  as  scientists  (or  at 
least  as  pretenders  to  science  at  the  rigor  of  sociology) 
they  could  see  that  their  judgment,  by  their  own 
criteria,  was  not  proven. 

All  these  together  by  themselves  might  have  been 
enough  to  effect  the  deletion.  But  Bayer  sees  something 
deeper  at  work  as  well:  a  fundamental  redefining,  dur¬ 
ing  this  period,  of  what  should  constitute  mental  illness. 
The  changes  which  Robert  Spitzer,  the  APA’s  unofficial 
chief  nosologist,  underwent  in  his  own  thinking  be¬ 
tween  the  1973  deletion  and  the  1978  revision  are  in¬ 
structive.  In  1973,  he  argued  that  homosexuality 
shouldn’t  be  a  disease  entity  because  homosexuals 
needn’t  experience  social  impairment  or  subjective 
distress.  By  1978,  he’d  realized  that  these  too  loose 
criteria  allowed  out  of  the  tent  (horror  of  horrors!)  all  the 
paraphiliacs  (them’s  the  other  perverts,  folks).  So  he 


devised  the  additional  criterion  of  “inherent  disadvan¬ 
tage,”  which  for  him  meant  anything  precluding  the 
possibility  of  an  affectionate  sexual  relationship  between 
adult  human  partners.  Psychoanalysts,  who  like  to  think 
everybody  inherently  disadvantaged  and  so  in  need  of 
their  immodestly  priced  services,  wanted  (reasonably!) 
to  know  why  something  precluding  the  possibility  of  an 
affectionate  sexual  relationship  between  adult  human 
partners  of  the  opposite  sex  shouldn’t  be  an  inherent 
disadvantage.  (I  — equally  reasonably— would  like  to 
know  why  “adult,”  or  even  “human,”  should  be)  But, 
in  any  case,  the  value  judgment  underlying  the  “scienti¬ 
fic”  determination  is  clear. 

Equally  clear  is  the  value  itself:  procreation.  It  doesn’t 
take  fifty  hours  on  the  couch  to  see  that  homosexual 
relationships  (affectionate  or  otherwise)  are  inherently 
disadvantaged  if  an  indispensable  purpose  of  sex  is 
reproduction.  The  dispensability,  the  urgent  dispen¬ 
sability  of  this  purpose,  however,  has  become  clear  in 
the  last  hundred  years,  during  which  humans  have 
revealed  their  bacterial  potential  for  turning  the  earth’s 
surface  into  one  vast  Petri  dish.  More  concretely,  the 
heroic  women  of  this  century  who  fought  for  (and  are 
still  winning)  their  right  to  individually  control  their 
reproductive  capacity  helped  discredit  the  value  judg¬ 
ment  that  inherently  disadvantaged  gays.  With  that 
value  unravelling  and  the  new  net  of  “sickness”  still  in 
production,  gays  slipped  out  into  the  world  of  sunshine 
and  of  health. 

But—  Bayer  argues— the  culture  at  large  is  still  homo- 
phobic,  even  if  anachronistically,  and  may  demand  of  its 
“doctors”  that  they  weave  their  nets  finer  and  recapture 
the  homosexual  malady— or  find  themselves  discre¬ 
dited.  (This  discrediting  has  already  to  an  extent  occur¬ 
red,  with  the  Justice  Department  ruling  in  Dec.  ’79 
that  — the  APA  and  the  Surgeon  General  notwith¬ 
standing— homosexuality  is  a  disease,  as  decided  by 
Congress  in  1952  (!),  and  that  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  should  continue  to  exclude  these 
blighters  from  the  fruited  plain  of  America  the 
Beautiful. 

Such  political  regression  is  admittedly  something  to 
worry  about.  But  there  are  greater  dangers,  and  con¬ 
comitantly  greater  prospects.  Queers  are  the  guards  in 
the  mod-ern  dayhoosegow  of  sexuality  We  keep  them 
straight,  the  nonqueers,  by  being  what  they  must  all- 
the-time  be  on  guard  against.  If  we’re  not  sick,  then 
maybe  they  can  relax,  have  sex  with  their  sex  and  not  get 
hairy  palms— maybe  even  have  sex  with  their  sex  and 
not  be,  by  that,  queer!  Then,  rather  than  be  snowblind, 
we  can  be  snowflakes,  dazzling  the  coined  eyes  of  the 
idols  set  on  ice. 

Of  course,  it  can  go  the  other  way.  Queers  can  become 
goodgays  (homosexual  heterosexists)  and  help  turn  the 
spotlight  on  the  next  sideshow  attraction:  the  boylovers, 
the  bushbeaters,  the  dykes  with  bikes,  or  (thank 
goodness  they’re  always  there)  the  drag  queens.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  goodgays,  aspiringly  if  futilely  monogamous 
and  not  smelling  of  themselves  when  they  come  to¬ 
gether  in  bed,  can  become  smothered  in  their  new¬ 
found  tolerance  and  find  a  niche  between  “the  hysterical 
housewife”  and  “the  terrorized  consumer”  in  the  pan¬ 
theon  of  patients. 

“We  have  to  insist  on  becoming  homosexuals  rather 
than  to  keep  on  obstinately  repeating  that  that’s  what 
we  are.”  (Foucault) 


Funny  Pix 
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story  line  is  sometimes  hard  to  follow,  as  flash- back 
scenes  are  interspersed  inithe  text  without  clear  differen¬ 
tiation.  But  this  does  not  distract  from  a  compelling 
story;  Gregory’s  characters  are  honest,  and  braver  than 
most. 

On  a  lighter  note,  “She’s  my  two-timin’,  truck- 
drivin’  Mama’’  is  presented  by  Jennifer  Camper,  a  fre¬ 
quent  contributor  to  GCN.  It  is  nice  to  see  Camper’s 
work  given  the  recognition  it  deserves.  “Two  Timin’  ” 
is  a  clever  two-in-one  story  presented  underneath  the 
lyrics  to  a  country-western-lesbian  love  song.  The  singer 
has  written  the  story  of  a  romantic  encounter,  and  the 
details  come  alive  in  the  graphics  below! 

The  cartoons  featured  in  this  book  provide  some 
good  laughs— in  particular,  Mallory,  Duck  with  a  Differ¬ 
ence’’,  and  Melissa  Bay  Mathis’  work  on  the  inner 
cover.  For  lovers  of  comic  books  or  even  the  skeptics. 
Gay  Comix  #2  offers  a  good  collection  of  work  by  some 
talented  people  ...  a  most  enjoyable  experience.  I  only 
wish  I  could  wake  up  to  the  work  of  Camper,  Cruse, 
Gregory  et  al.on  Sunday  mornings. 
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A  Passionate  Commitment  to  Feminism 


Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton /Susan  B. 
Anthony:  Correspondence,  Writings, 
Speeches 

ed.  and  with  critical  commentary  by  Ellen  Carol 

Dubois,  foreward  by  Gerda  Lemer 

Schocken  Books 

New  York,  1981 

272  pp.,  $6.95 

_ Reviewed  by  Robyn  Fizz _ 

Three  wild  cheers  for  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and 
Susan  B.  Anthony.  Long  may  they  live  in  spirit. 
Ellen  DuBois  and  Schocken  Books  have  done 
American  and  Women’s  Studies  a  great  service  in 
preparing  and  publishing  a  book  that  allows  these  two 
suffragists  to  come  alive  again,  and  inspire  new 
audiences. 

In  high  school,  my  American  history  classes  gave 
little  time  to  women’s  suffrage  or  role  in  shaping  events 
over  the  last  200  years.  I  shied  away  from  women’s 
studies  courses  in  college,  fearing  depression,  anger  or 
boredom  might  overtake  me  should  I  read  again  and 
again  of  women’s  miserably  circumscribed  lot.  As  this 
book  demonstrates,  neglect  is  inexcusable  and  all 
apprehension  groundless.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton 
/ Susan  B.  Anthony  is  the  most  rousing,  effective  anti¬ 
dote  yet  mustered  against  general  apathy  or  yawns  in 
the  classroom. 

This  well-researched  and  edited  book  unfolds  the 
history  of  two  women’s  passionate  committment  to 
feminism.  In  her  critical  commentaries,  DuBois 
interprets  the  suffrage  movement  in  Stanton’s  and 
Anthony’s  lifetimes,  dividing  4ier  discussion  of  the 
women’s  rights  movement  in  this  period  into  three 
distinct  phases:  pre-Civil  War  (1815-1861);  through  the 
War  and  Reconstruction  (1861-1873);  and  post- 
Reconstruction  (1874-1906).  While  an  overall  chrono¬ 
logical  table  of  events  might  have  been  useful  to  bridge 
these  three  eras,  we  can  draw  different  and  important 
conclusions  from  each  of  DuBois’  commentaries. 

For  example,  probably  for  most  of  us,  mention  of 
women’s  temperance  societies  evokes  an  image  of  moral 
spoilsports.  Such  a  response  has  always  been  easy,  since 
these  societies  have  generally  been  depicted  as  one¬ 
dimensional.  Yet  their  original  impetus  was  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  legally  defenseless  women  and  children  against 
drunken,  abusive  husbands  and  fathers.  Some  societies 
were  conservative,  focusing  on  women’s  moral  super¬ 
iority,  but  others  were  not.  Anthony  and  Stanton 
formed  the  New  York  State  Women’s  Temperance 
Society  in  1852.  Among  the  planks  in  their  reform  effort 
were  women’s  suffrage,  so  that  women  could  vote  “on 
this  great  political  and  social  evil;”  liberalization  of 
divorce  laws  to  make  drunkenness  just  cause  for 
dissolving  a  marriage;  an  end  to  taxation  of  women 
without  representation;  and  positive  legislation  to  give 
the  wives  of  alcoholics  property  and  child  custody  rights 
(“You  would  fain  have  women  in  the  retirement  of 
private  life;  — then  protect  her  in  the  home.”) 

Following  each  commentary,  DuBois  has  assembled  a 
series  of  documents  (six  or  seven  per  section).  These 
include  speeches,  letters,  diary  selections,  and 
reminiscences.  Like  many  schoolchildren,  I  was  taught 
to  honor  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  took  pride  in  memo¬ 
rizing  the  Gettysburg  Address.  Yet  here  are  passages 
just  as  fine,  forged  out  of  the  strongest  possible 
convictions: 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  deep  the  iron  entered  my 
soul.  I  never  felt  more  keenly  the  degradation  of 
my  sex.  To  think  that  all  in  me  of  which  my  father 


would  have  felt  a  proper  pride  had  I  been  a  man,  is 
deeply  mortifying  to  him  because  I  am  a  woman. 
That  thought  has  stung  me  to  a  fierce  decision  —  to 
speak  as  soon  as  I  can  do  myself  credit . 

(excerpt  from  Stanton  to  Anthony,  1855) 

The  talk  of  sheltering  women  from  the  fierce  storms 
of  life  is  the  sheerest  mockery,  for  they  beat  on  her 
from  every  point  of  the  compass,  just  as  they  do  on 
man,  and  with  more  fatal  results,  for  he  has  been 
trained  to  protect  himself,  to  resist,  and  to 
conquer.  Such  are  the  facts  in  human  experi¬ 
ence.  .  . 

(excerpt  from  “The  Solitude  of  Self,”  a 
speech  Stanton  delivered  when  resigning  the 
presidency  of  the  suffrage  movement,  1892) 

Stanton  and  Anthony  were  introduced  to  one  another 
by  Amelia  Bloomer  in  1851.  Despite  differences  in 
strategy  and  focus,  their  friendship  lasted  through  the 
battles  of  half  a  century.  When  the  temperance  society 
they  formed  deposed  Stanton  as  president  because  of 
her  stand  against  conservatism  and  male  voting  pri¬ 
vileges,  Anthony  left  with  her.  This  experience  stirred 
them  to  launch  a  vigorous  women’s  rights  campaign. 

In  the  late  1850’s  both  women  became  involved  as 
well  in  the  antislavery  movement.  After  the  war,  they 
and  other  abolitionists  founded  the  American  Equal 
Rights  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  forces  on 
the  issue  of  universal  suffrage.  When  several  aboli¬ 
tionists  betrayed  the  alliance  after  black  men  won 
suffrage,  Anthony  and  Stanton  became  militant 
feminists.  They  started  a  radical  newspaper,  The 
Revolution ,  in  1868,  and  shortly  afterward  founded  the 
National  Woman  Suffrage  Association. 

DuBois  charts  the  divergent  paths  of  these  two 
feminists,  and  helps  us  to  appreciate  their  distinctive 
personalities.  Stanton,  the  mother  of  seven,  was  the 
more  radical  of  the  two.  In  her  writings  and  speeches, 
she  had  sharp  observations  to  make  about  women’s 
sexual  and  political  subjugation,  attacked  the  oppressive 
bigotry  of  the  church,  and  stood  fully  behind  women’s 
self-determination.  Her  racial  baiting,  when  the 


arguments  for  black  male  suffrage  were  overshadowing 
her  own  cause,  is  the  lone  weakness  to  be  found  in  her 
comprehensive  political  thought. 

Anthony  reigned  supreme  as  a  tireless  organizer.  She 
often  delivered  Stanton’s  speeches  at  the  meetings  she 
rallied,  and  loved  to  do  so.  But  her  own  focus  — when  it 
strayed  from  the  Cause  itself—  was  the  need  for  women’s 
economic  independence  in  a  free  labor  market.  Unlike 
Stanton,  who  believed  that  women  needed  a  throrough- 
going  platform  of  social  reform  before  anything  could 
change,  Anthony  put  her  entire  being  into  getting  the 
vote.  She  wanted  no  other  issues  to  jeopardize  female 
suffrage,  and  willingly  allied  with  women’s  federations 
that  were  essentially  conservative. 

DuBois  sees  in  these  two  strategies  indexes  of  the 
success  and  the  failure  of  the  early  women’s  movement, 
as  well  as  a  suggestion  of  why,  when  women's  suffrage 
was  at  last  won  in  1920,  it  was  not  followed  by  sweeping 
social  change. 

.  .  .  Stanton  had  urged  that  women’s  solidarity  be 
based  on  an  explicit  political  program  for  social 
reform  and  women’s  emancipation  .  .  .  [Main¬ 
stream]  suffragists’  decision  to  rely  on  the  biological 
fact  of  gender  to  unite  women,  rather  than  on  more 
political  factors,  may  well  have  helped  to  strenghten 
and  rebuild  coercive  sexual  stereotypes,  thus  contri¬ 
buting  to  the  creation  of  a  new  version  of  “true 
womanhood”  against  which  a  future  feminist 
movement  would  eventually  emerge  to  protest.” 

Because  of  Stanton’s  unpopular  radicalism  on  so 
many  issues,  and  her  falling  out  with  Christian  feminists 
of  the  late  nineteenth  century,  she  has  been  chiefly 
remembered  for  her  organization  of  the  famous 
women’s  rights  convention  in  Seneca  Falls  in  1848. 
DuBois’  book  redresses  this  historical  oversight,  for 
Stanton  was  a  committed  and  controversial  feminist 
until  her  death.  As  an  historical  underdog  and  woman 
of  steely  principle  (“Society,  as  organized  today  under 
the  man  power,  is  one  grand  rape  of  womanhood,  on 
the  highways,  in  our  jails,  prisons,  asylums,  in  our 
homes,  alike  in  the  world  of  fashion  and  of  work”), 
Stanton  will,  through  sheer  oratorical  power,  attract 
readers  of  this  volume  more  magnetically  than 
Anthony. 

Yet  we  are  also  forced  to  revise  our  image  of  “the 
mother  of  us  all”  who,  through  some  strange,  unspoken 
cultural  osmosis,  is  often  remembered  as  a  frustrated  if 
courageous  spinster.  Rather,  Anthony  was  a  pioneer  of 
sure-fire  spirit,  totally  wedded  to  a  vision  of  equality  for 
women.  In  her  South  Dakota  campaign,  at  age  seventy, 
she  and  her  younger  travelling  companion,  suffragist 
Anna  Howard  Shaw,  traveled  thirsty  and  exposed  in  an 
uncovered  wagon,  forty  and  fifty  miles  a  day,  for  nine 
months.  As  Shaw  remembers,  “A  bath  was  the  rarest  of 
luxuries.  The  only  available  fuel  was  buffalo  manure,  of 
which  the  odor  permeated  all  our  food.”  Despite  her 
gruelling  schedule,  Anthony  would  sometimes  sit  up 
through  the  night  discussing  with  urgency  the  work  to 
be  done.  On  her  deathbed,  Anthony  "suddenly  began 
to  utter  the  names  of  the  women  who  had  worked  with 
her,  as  if  in  a  final  roll  call  .  .  .  they  all  seemed  to  file 
past  her  dying  eyes  that  day  in  an  endless,  shadowy 
review,  and  as  they  went  by  she  spoke  to  each  of  them.” 

How  is  it  that  this  poignant  death  is  not  as  much  a 
part  of  our  cultural  heritage  as  that  of  Nathan  Hale? 
Because  of  women’s  perennial  second-class  status,  her 
champions  have  been  neglected  or  diluted  by  historians. 
It  is  a  powerful  pleasure  to  see  the  continuing  efforts  to 
right  this  imbalance,  and  an  even  greater  pleasure  to  be 
introduced,  for  the  first  time,  into  the  full-blooded 
company  of  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and  Susan  B. 
Anthony.  They  are  heroes  enough  for  any  age. 
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In  this  fiction,  the  simple  romanticism  of  much 
earlier  lesbian  writing  is,  for  the  most  part,  absent 
—  as  it  has  been,  except  fleetingly,  from  nearly  all 
of  our  lives. 

Elly  Bulkin,  “Introduction”,  p.  xxxii 

But  there  is  not  one  story  that  I  can  carry  away 
with  me  like  a  favorite  stone.  There  are  long  jour¬ 
neys  and  suffering,  qualities  of  endurance  and 
determination.  An  unbroken  thread. 

Francine  Krasno,  “Celia,”  p.  254 

Like  Rachel  Robotnik,  the  writer  who  so  desperately 
wanted  the  world  to  read  the  journal  she  kept 
while  writing  her  famous  collection  of  stories,  Ka¬ 
le  ides  cope,  I  too,  felt  that  the  thoughts  and  feelings  I 
had  while  reading  this  new  anthology,  Lesbian  Fiction, 
should  be  shared.  But  unlike  Robotnik,  the  main  char¬ 
acter  in  a  selection  from  this  anthology,  I  did  not  dili¬ 
gently  record  all  of  the  pains  and  traumas  of  my  life 
that  have  occurred  since  I  received  my  review  copy, 
some  three  months  ago. 

Nevertheless,  I  do  remember  my  first  thoughts: 
“This  is  a  lesbian  book.  It  is  by,  for  and  about  lesbians! 
No  more  skipping  around  looking  for  the  one  or  two 
lesbian  stories  in  the  collection.  No  more  speculation 
about  the  authors’  motivations,  intentions  or  sexual 
preferences.  No  more  invalidation  of  my  existence. 

I  read  about  one  half  of  the  editor’s  introduction  and 
put  the  book  on  the  shelf  —  for  three  months.  It  was 
only  after  stepped  up  prodding  from  GCN  and  my  de¬ 
sire  not  to  disappoint  my  friends  at  Persephone  Press, 
that  I  finally  decided  to  read  the  book  and  write  this 
review. 

I  pondered  my  initial  reluctance.  Lesbian  Fiction  is, 
for  the  most  part,  designed  to  be  a  textbook.  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  wholeheartedly  in  that  context.  Not  only  is  its 
coverage  of  our  lives  and  experiences  the  most  compre¬ 
hensive  fictional  analysis  to  date,  it  is  well  organized 
and  conducive  to  classroom  use.  Indeed,  the  inclusion 
of  a  second  essay  by  Bulkin  entitled,  “Lesbian  Short 
Ficction  in  the  Classroom,”  directed  primarily  at  heter¬ 
osexual  instructors,  underscores  the  hope  that  this  book 
will  be  used  in  shoo  Is.  It  is  a  must  for  any  survey  course 
in  women  and  literature,  any  course  on  lesbianism  and 
for  any  political  study  group. 

But  for  the  individual  reader,  outside  the  classroom 
or  group  endeavor,  it  is  difficult.  As  someone  who  is  an 
avid  reader  of  lesbian  fiction  and  who  plows  through 
each  new  novel  (well  written  or  not)  in  a  matter  of  days, 
I  intuitively  recognized  that  Lesbian  Fiction  would  be 
an  awesome  task.  And  it  was. 

I  had  read  some  of  the  previously  published  stories  in 
periodicals  when  they  had  originally  appeared.  And 
although  I  reapproached  them  apprehensively,  fearing 
boredom,  1  was  pleasantly  surprised  that  I  enjoyed  the 
second  reading;  greeting  each  story  as  an  old  friend. 
Particularly  noteworthy  in  this  category  were:  Jane 
Rule’s  “In  the  Attic  of  the  House,”  which  on  the  sur¬ 
face  explores  lesbian  differences  from  an  intergenera- 
tional  stance,  but  more  importantly,  explores  different 
ways  of  being  lesbian;  two  excellent  selections  from  Jan 
Clausen’s  short  story  collection,  Mother,  Sister, 
Daughter,  Lover  (I  cannot  say  enough  good  things 
about  her  writing);  Diana  Rivers’  “Family  Reunion,”  a 
well-written  tale  of  a  lesbian  mother  coming  out  to  her 


teenage  sons  after  a  prolonged  period  of  freedom  and 
painful  change  in  a  radical  lesbian  community;  and, 
finally,  “I’m  Working  on  My  Charm,”  Dorothy  Alli¬ 
son’s  uplifting  story  which  celebrates  her  source  of 
strength  as  a  Southern  working  class  woman. 

As  for  the  stories  Id  not  seen  before,  two  were  parti¬ 
cularly  notable.  “The  Beginning,”  Audre  Lorde’s  com¬ 
ing  out  into  pre-liberation  lesbian  life.  The  story,  which 
details  the  writer’s  affair  with  a  factory  co-worker,  is  so 
well  done  that  throughout  I  could  have  sworn  I  heard 
the  whirring  and  clicking  of  machinery.  This  is  simple, 
not  simplistic,  story  telling  that  effortlessly  conveys 
emotions,  expectations  and  images.  Sauda  Jamal’s  “A 
Mother  That  Loves  You”  is  a  stirring  and  disturbing 
account  of  a  young  black  woman’s  struggle  to  live  with 
the  inherited  legacy  of  poverty  and  drug  addiction. 
While  we  may  cheer  on  her  efforts  to  outwit  The  Man, 
there  are  no  victories  here. 

Also  disturbing,  for  other  reasons,  was  Katherine 
Sturtevant’s  “Photographs  of  Energy  and  Color,”  a 
story  that  got  me  so  depressed  I  stopped  reading  the 
anthology  for  a  day.  The  theme,  here,  one  of  my  favor¬ 
ites,  is  a  lesbian  feminist’s  reconciliation  of  two  worlds: 
that  of  her  own  community  and  that  of  straight  society. 
Sturtevant’s  Maline  leaves  San  Francisco,  after  a  painful 
breakup,  to  housesit  in  a  small  town  in  Northern  Cali¬ 
fornia.  She  eventually  meets  Carol,  a  “contently”  mar¬ 
ried  woman  whose  restlessness  earns  her  a  reputation 
around  town  as  a  “bitch.”  She  and  Maline  become 
lovers,  but  they  cannot  resolve  their  political  and  life¬ 
style  differences.  For  a  while,  Carol  finds  it  impossible 
to  make  a  psychological  break  with  her  placid  existence. 
But  just  as  she  gets  in  touch  with  her  need  to  live  as  a 
lesbian  and  her  love  for  Maline,  the  latter  receives  a 
hopeful  letter  from  her  ex  in  San  Francisco  and  retreats 
back  to  the  comfort  of  like-minded  city  dykes.  Maline, 
the  great  lover  of  women,  takes  no  responsibility  for  her 
foray  into  the  world  of  “unawareness”  and  for  the 
woman  she  helped  to  change.  If  lesbian  feminists  can 
act  like  that  and  still  consider  themselves  “political,” 
then  the  word  has  truly  lost  all  meaning. 

All  selections  were  good  choices  for  an  anthology  of 
modern  short  fiction.  The  short  story  is  a  difficult  art 
form.  To  succeed  with  the  reader,  the  author  must  pre¬ 
sent  a  small  slice  of  life,  a  theme,  an  idea,  in  only  a  few 
pages.  To  succeed  with  an  anthology,  an  editor  must 
choose  diverse  pieces  that  are  tied  together  with  a  com¬ 
mon  thread.  To  a  large  extent  Elly  Bulkin  succeeds. 
Most  of  the  selections  are  good  illustrations  of  some  part 
of  that  undefinable  theme  called,  “the  lesbian  experi¬ 
ence.”  While  the  stories  aim  to  cover  diversity,  by 
speaking  to  the  lives  of  lesbians  of  differing  racial,  eth¬ 
nic,  religious,  class,  age  and  physical  ability  back¬ 
grounds,  the  anthology  as  a  whole  does  not  come  off  as 
erratic  or  disjointed.  The  editorial  selection  and 
arrangement  avoids  the  opposite  pitfalls  of  scattered¬ 
ness  and  monotony. 

In  the  midst  of  these  accomplishments  lies  a  major 
flaw  in  the  work.  The  anthology  is  biased  in  favor  of 
depression  and  despair.  Even  the  stories  that  teach  us 
about  strength  and  survival  do  so  in  somber  tones.  I 
don’t  feel,  as  Bulkin  seems  to,  that  “simple  romanti¬ 
cism”  has  been  forever  banished  from  our  lives,  along 
with,  presumably,  celebration,  happiness,  pleasure, 
and  exhileration.  While  true  that  it’s  no  picnic  being  a 
lesbian  —  or  being  working  class,  Jewish,  physically 
challenged,  black,  Asian  or  hispanic  —  there  are  real 
highs,  too.  The  strength  we  gain  from  our  oppression 
comes  not  only  from  our  struggles,  but  from  our  joy  as 
well.  Our  fiction,  to  be  comprehensive,  must  not  ignore 
this  portion  of  our  experience. 

The  anthology  includes  only  one  piece  of  joyful  fic¬ 
tion.  It  is  Elizabeth  A.  Lynn’s  “The  Woman  Who 
Loved  the  Moon,”  a  marvelous  sci-fi  styled  fable.  But 
surely  something  similar  in  tone  could  have  been  found 
to  describe  our  real  lives. 

Perhaps  this  flaw  is  pan  of  what  makes  Lesbian  Fic¬ 
tion  difficult.  But  stick  with  it.  It’s  a  testament  to  the 
talent  and  diversity  contained  in  our  community. 
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Owing  to  very  high  bank  charges  for  foreign  collections,  all  payments  from  outside 
the  USA  must  be  in  US  funds,  by  Post  Office  Money  Order.  In  Canada,  GAYELLOW 
PAGES  is  available  from  Glad  Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  2A6 


Sinister  Wisdom 


A  Lesbian/Feminist  Journal  of  Art,  Language 
and  Politics,  committed  to  dialogue  among 
women  beyond  all  assumed/existing  boundaries 


4  issues:  $10  individual 
$15  institutional 
$12  out-of-U.S. 

Single  copy:  $3.60 

Free  on  request  to  women  in 
prisons  and  mental  institutions 


Box  660 

Amherst,  MA  01004 


GAIA’S  GUIDE  -  1981 
The  Guide  Book  for  Gay  Wimmen 

This  7th  edition:  all  USA/Canada  +  Western  Europe. 
Only  $8.00  from:  NEW  EARTH  BOOKSTORE, 

24,  E.  39th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo;  64111 
(Includes  first-class  postage  and  guaranteed  discretion.) 

All  other  correspondence,  etc.  to: 

GAIA’S  GUIDE,  1 32  W.  24th  St.,  N.Y.,  NY;  10011. 
Also  on  sale  in  all  Gay,  Feminist  and 


ElrAc/c  y  To  cy  «y  ^ 
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Alternative  bookstores. 

BARS/CLUBS/RESTAURANTS/GROUPS/TRAVEL 
AGENCIES/RESOURCES/SERVICES/RESORTS/ 
BOOKSTORES/PUBLICATIONS  and  much,  much  more 
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Country  Experience  for  Young  Womyn 

A  Place  to  Fit  In 


By  Jay  Meryl 

The  pressure  of  society’s  pre¬ 
judices  can  make  the  world  a 
tough  place  for  kids  from  lesbian 
households.  County  Experience 
for  Young  Womyn,  a  lesbian/fem¬ 
inist  camp  begun  six  years  ago  in 
Northern  California,  is  a  place 
where,  for  two  weeks  each  sum¬ 
mer,  female  children  from  lesbian 
families  can  be  themselves  in  a 
supportive,  non-competitive  at¬ 
mosphere. 

“It’s  such  a  relief  to  be  here,” 
said  one  camper  to  me  as  we  car¬ 
ried  her  backpack  to  her  tent.  “I 
look  forward  to  this  every  year!” 

“At  school,  I  always  have  to 
hide  things,”  said  another  camper 
during  an  evening  discussion  on 
“Living  In  a  Lesbian  Household.” 
“Kids  always  ask  where  your  fa¬ 
ther  is  and  who’s  that  woman  with 
your  mother.  It’s  hard  to  explain.” 

“In  my  school,”  a  camper  adds, 
“the  latest  put-down  is  that  some¬ 
one  is  gay.  In  my  class,  all  two  girls 
have  to  do  is  touch  and  the  other 
kids  say  they’re  gay.” 

“Yeah,  and  how  do  they  think 
we  feel  when  they  talk  like  that? 
They  don’t  even  know  my  mom  is 
gay.  Here,  I  don’t  have  to  worry 
about  that.” 

The  discussion  on  “Living  In  A 
Lesbian  Household”  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  memorable  eve¬ 
ning  activities  at  camp.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  I,  a  lesbian/teach- 
er/parent  and  counselor  last  sum¬ 
mer,  recognized  the  tremendous 
value  of  Country  Experience,  for 
the  kids,  and  also  for  myself. 

Imagine  the  First  day  of  camp  — 
July  1981.  Six  lesbian  counselors 
had  arrived  several  days  early  to 
set  up  tents,  settle  in,  get  to  know 
each  other,  and  divide  chores  and 


responsibilities. 

Finally,  the  22  campers,  aged  7 
to  13  years,  arrive  at  the  17  acres  of 
fairly  secluded  mountain  land. 
“I’ve  been  here  every  year  since 
camp  started,”  brags  K.  to  me. 
“And  I’ll  be  here  every  year  until 
I’m  past  13.”  Sadness  appears  on 
her  face,  until  she  adds,  “And  then 
I’ll  be  back  and  be  a  counselor!” 

There  is  shyness,  laughter  and 
excitement  as  everyone  heads  for 
the  pond  for  swimming  tests. 
Later,  we  have  dinner  and  a  group 
meeting  to  welcome  campers  and 
introduce  everyone.  Our  com¬ 
munity  has  begun. 

The  contrast  between  the  first 
day  of  camp  and  my  first  day  of 
teaching  still  remains  vivid  in  my 
mind.  At  school,  I  hang  up  my  les¬ 
bian  self  in  the  coat  closet  with  my 
jacket.  Here,  the  arriving  kids  ask 
me  if  I  marched  in  the  Gay  Pride 
Parade,  and  without  hesitating, 
say,  “This  is  my  mother  and  her 
lover.  Hey,  do  you  have  a  lover?” 
It  is  exhilarating  to  throw  away  the 
mask  I  usually  need  to  protect  me 
in  my  work  with  children. 

Breakfast  is  at  8:00  each  morn¬ 
ing.  Each  day,  a  counselor  and  a 
rotating  crew  of  campers  cook  all 
three  meals  in  the  outdoor  kitchen 
under  the  cool  shade  of  pine  trees. 
The  food  is  generally  vegetarian, 
nutritious  and  high-protein.  The 
cooking  crew  takes  care  to  make 
sure  we  have  enough  food  for 
everyone,  including  whatever 
guests  we  have  as  workshop  lead¬ 
ers.  At  first,  I  am  very  nervous 
about  cooking  for  30  to  35  people, 
instead  of  the  usual  four  in  my 
family.  The  kids  are  reassuring. 
“Just  multiply  everything  by  8,”  an 
old  camper  says. 

At  morning  meetings,  we  gather 


as  a  group,  share  news  and 
thoughts.  We  review  the  day’s 
schedule  and  gather  in  groups  for 
chores.  Groups  are  mixed  by  age, 
and  everyone  helps  out  with 
gardening,  woodcutting,  animal 
care  and  land  clean  up.  While 
chores  are  being  done,  Health 
Woman  checks  in  with  every 
camper  to  see  how  they’re  feeling. 

Workshops  are  held  in  the 
mornings  and  afternoons.  Each 
year,  choices  differ  based  on  the 
skills  of  counselors  and  volunteer 
help  from  workshop  leaders,  who 
visit  camp  for  a  day  or  two.  This 
summer,  we  offer  classes  in 
carpentry,  self-defense,  theater, 
American  sign  language,  poetry, 
health,  tipi-making,  arts  and 
crafts,  weaving,  game-making, 
swimming,  astronomy,  mask¬ 
making,  percussion  instruments 
and  others!  The  kids  do  not 
wander.  They  are  given  the 
freedom  to  make  good  choices, 
and  they  do. 

The  community  at  camp  is  strik¬ 
ingly  different  than  the  sense  of 
group  in  my  classroom.  At  school, 
I  am  constantly  setting  limits,  deal¬ 
ing  often  with  respect  for  others, 
constantly  monitoring  kids’  choic¬ 
es,  often  reminding  my  students 
that  I  have  feelings,  too.  At  camp, 
these  issues  exist,  but  on  a  lesser 
scale.  There  is  a  strong  sense  of 
community  here.  Kids  care  for 
each  other  and  are  very  suppor¬ 
tive.  And,  I  have  the  help  of  five 
other  equally  concerned  women 
during  the  camp  day,  a  far  cry 
from  teaching  alone.  One  day,  the 
kids  want  to  swim  in  the  pond,  and 
I  tell  them  I’m  too  tired  to  super¬ 
vise  it.  Instead  of  groans  of  discon¬ 
tent,  a  12-year-old  says,  “Oh,  what 
you  need  is  a  backrub.”  In  the  mid- 
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Percussion  Workshop 

die  of  the  day,  with  the  hot  sun 
warming  my  back,  I  sprawl  out  on 
a  towel  and  am  given  a  massage, 
easing  any  guilt  I  may  have  felt 
about  not  watching  the  pond. 

Evening  activities  involve  the 
whole  camp.  One  night,  we  dis¬ 
tribute  paper  bags  full  of  odd 
items  found  around  camp;  the  kids 
write  and  perform  plays  involving 
these  objects.  Another  night  we 
see  a  women’s  history  slide  show. 
There  is  a  carnival,  a  disco  dance, 
a  movie,  some  singing,  or  a  group 
discussion. 

The  last  evening  at  camp,  we 
have  a  talent  show.  Most  campers 
are  involved  in  skits  and  there  is 
true  appreciation  for  whatever 
anyone  has  to  offer.  At  this  time,  1 
can  look  back  and  see  that  many 
of  the  kids  have  grown  and  come 
out  of  their  shells.  I  see  how  good 
so  many  of  us  feel  about  ourselves, 
camp,  and  the  longtime  friends 
we’ve  made.  At  our  closing  “stroke 
circle,”  there  is  not  enough  time 
for  campers  and  counselors  to 
mention  all  the  good  things  we  ap¬ 
preciate  about  each  of  us  at  camp, 
though  we  spend  two  hours  talk¬ 
ing. 

When  the  campers  leave,  the 
land  is  quiet.  There  are  just  six  of 
us  again.  We  spend  the  day  evalu¬ 
ating  the  program,  policies,  and 
ourselves.  We  have  functioned 
well  as  a  collective  of  women  from 


Jan  Goodman 
diverse  ethnic  and  cultural 
backgrounds.  It  is  hard  at  first  for 
me  to  hear  praise  about  my  work 
as  a  counselor.  1  am  accustomed  to 
a  work  environment  where  there  is 
minimal  feedback  from  other 
adults.  Also,  though  I  know  1  am  a 
good  teacher,  it  is  a  bit  embarrass¬ 
ing  to  hear  others  say  so.  Finally, 
at  the  urging  of  one  of  the  coun¬ 
selors,  I  relax,  and  take  in  the  good 
thoughts  and  feelings  about  me.  It 
is  very  healing. 

In  September,  I  return  to 
school.  It  is  hard  to  develop 
realistic  expectations  for  my 
classroom  environment,  without 
comparing  it  to  my  almost  idyllic 
two  weeks  at  camp.  1  Find  I  am  bit¬ 
ter  at  staff  meetings,  because  there 
is  no  support  in  problem-solving, 
and  because  I  cannot  be  open 
about  my  lifestyle.  Within  a  few 
weeks,  I’ve  adjusted.  Camp  is 
almost  a  separate  reality. 

Though  I  am  totally  involved  in 
my  teaching,  there  are  often  times 
when  I  flash  back  to  camp.  I  look 
forward  to  returning  next  year  as  a 
counselor.  I  see  children  from  gay 
families  in  my  school  feeling  iso¬ 
lated  and  cautious.  I  remember  the 
campers’  faces,  relaxed  in  who 
they  are.  One  conversation  stands 
out.  It  was  the  last  day  of  camp! 

Three  campers  had  plans  to  go 
to  Scout  camp  for  two  weeks. 

continued  on  payc  9 


Conference  on 
Feminism  &  Judaism 
A  Day  of  Workshops  With 
Keynote  Address  by 
Rabbi  Chava  Pell 
Sunday,  Mar.  28, 1982 
9:30-4:30  pm 
$5  (more  if  you  can / 
less  if  you  can't) 
Harvard  Hillel 
74  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

sponsored  by  the  Feminist  Task  Force  of 
Nee  Jewish  Agenda 

To  register,  for  more  information,  9  childcare 
reservations  (by  Mar.  19)  call  629-1136  or  write: 
Women's  School,  16  Kenwood  St 
Somervie.  MA  02144 
Registration  Limited  to  100 


Support  gay  prison¬ 
ers.  Read  and  ans¬ 
wer  our  prisoner 
penpal  ads  on  the 
classified  page. 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ton  a  specialty  Mass  Tech.  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2197 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work»reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 

E.  Orleons,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-3185 

David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 

Assertiveness  Training 

Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 

Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266  1 450 

Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


Plumbing 

Cheating 


Robert 

Dargon -  _  y 

825-7600  & - W-*3 
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South  End  /  Boston 


apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 


Bennett  /  Bowen  Assoc. 


619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


267-5320 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Group  forming  now  for  gay  men  who  wish  to  learn  how 
to  deal  better  with  others  in  interpersonal  situations. 
The  group  will  have  a  cognitive  —  behavioral  focus  and 
will  make  use  of  such  techniques  as  modeling  —  role 
playing  and  assertiveness  training. 

for  information  and  or  evaluation 
call  262-9116,  insurance  accepted 


45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 

Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 

Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  *24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


The  Human  Outreach 
and 

Achievement  Institute 


The  Outreach  Institute  announces  the  formation 
of  the 

Outreach  Professional  Evaluation  and  Referral 
Network  (OPERN) 

We  offer 

•  Intake  service  for  Transsexuals 

•  Evaluation  and  Referral  for  Gender  Dysphorics 

•  Coping  strategies  for  Crossdressers 

•  Workshops  and  seminars  for  helping  professionals 
(including  doctors,  lawyers,  social  workers  and  ministers) 

•  Androgyny  Awareness  Workshops 

•  Discussion  Groups  for  Adolescents  with  Gender  Issues 

•  Counseling  for  spouses  and  friends  of  Crossdressers 
For  further  information  and  details,  call  (617)  277-3453 
Tuesdays  2-6  pm,  Thursdays  1-7  pm 

or  write  to  The  Outreach  Institute 
Kenmore  Station  Box  368 
Boston,  MA  02215 

Licensed  professional  psychotherapists  and  counselors  avail¬ 
able.  Helping  professionals  from  the  6  State  New  England 
Area  are  invited  to  join  Network.  For  details  please  write  to 
the  Institute. 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

LIGHT  BLUE  HANKIE  LEFT 
ASSAULT  x 


HOT  TRASH 


Boston’s  Best  AH  Mate  Show! 


Pumping 

By  Melissa  Wills 

Michelle  Greenspan  keeps  set¬ 
ting  up  hurdles  to  test  her  strength. 
She  is  intrigued  with  power.  Phys¬ 
ical  power.  Power  that  evolves 
from  training  the  mind  to  over¬ 
come  boundaries  of  human 
strength.  Daily,  Greenspan  sweats 
with  weights.  She  is  a  powerlifter. 
She  speaks  in  sentences  riddled 
with  numbers  —  the  pounds  she 
has  squatted  or  pressed,  the  totals 
she  has  achieved.  Yet,  her  comm¬ 
itment  to  the  sport  extends  beyond 
lifting. 

“I  want  to  be  one  of  the  strong¬ 
est  women  in  the  world,”  Green¬ 
span  says.  “I’m  hoping  to  go  for 
over  900  pounds  total  in  the  na¬ 
tionals.  In  the  gym  I’ve  doubled 
350  pounds  in  the  squat.  I’ve 
doubled  165  pounds  in  the  bench 
press,  and  deadlifted  345 
pounds.”  She  pauses  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  her  hazel  eyes  mirror 
the  seriousness  of  her  next  words. 
“I  really  do  have  a  chance  to  win 
the  national  title  in  my  weight 
class.” 

Greenspans’s  next  sentence  is  a 
confession.  “I  enjoy  being  a  role 
model.  Women  come  to  our  gym 
and  see  me  lifting  a  lot  of  weight. 
They  are  amazed.  I  tell  them,  ‘you 
can  be  doing  this  too.’  I  want  to 
solidify  a  network  of  women  in 
weight  training.”  She  looks  up 
from  a  plate  of  spinach  cheese  pie, 
and  a  garden  salad.  It  is  long  past 
dinner  time,  but  Greenspan  didn’t 
leave  her  business,  The  New  Eng¬ 
land  Women’s  Gym,  (which  she 
owns  with  three  other  women)  un¬ 
til  5:30.  Then  she  was  off  to  the 
Cambridge-Ringe-Latin  School 
for  a  meeting  with  the  recreational 
director.  The  school  is  to  be  the 
site  of  a  women’s  powerlifting 
meet  which  the  N.E.  W.  Gym  is  or¬ 
ganizing. 

“I’m  so  excited,”  Greenspan 
says  about  the  school’s  pledge  of 
support.  “The  gym  and  locker 


Up 

room  are  really  nice.  Holding  the 
meet  there  will  add  prestige  to  the 
sport.” 

Organizing  a  women’s  power- 
lifting  meet  isn’t  easy.  For  Green¬ 
span  it’s  a  new  experience.  With 
the  location  set,  the  biggest  obsta¬ 
cle  is  out  of  the  way.  During  din¬ 
ner,  Greenspan  concentrates  on 
details.  Next  to  her  plate  is  paper 
and  pencil.  She  scribbles  notes  to 
herself.  These  are  reminders  to  re¬ 
cruit  score  keepers,  spotters,  and 
volunteers  to  sell  and  collect  tick¬ 
ets.  Trophies  must  be  ordered. 
These  will  be  non-traditional  tro¬ 
phies  since  they  will  have  female, 
not  male,  powerlifting  figurines. 
All  preliminary  work  must  be  fin¬ 
ished  before  April  17,  the  day  of 
the  meet.  By  then,  Greenspan  will 
have  competed  in  the  nationals. 
She  insists  she  will  be  ready  to  lift 
again  in  her  own  meet.  Her  com¬ 
petition  will  be  fierce  since  teams 
from  Canada  and  Temple  Uni¬ 
versity  will  be  among  the  lifters. 

“We’re  hoping  to  hold  the  big¬ 
gest  local  meet  for  women  in  the 
United  States,”  Greenspan  says. 
“I  like  doing  organizational 
things.  I  like  nit-working.  I  enjoy 
promoting  women’s  powerlift- 


Michelle  Greenspan 


ing.”  She  talks  about  the 
Women’s  Power  and  Physique  As¬ 
sociation  sponsored  by  the 
N.E.W.  Gym.  Its  purpose  is  pro¬ 
moting  women  in  all  areas  of 
weight  training,  body  building, 
and  powerlifting. 

“It  will  serve  as  a  network  tool. 
We  will  help  women  take  the  ex¬ 
ams  to  qualify  for  being  national 
and  international  referees  and 
judges,”  says  Greenspan,  a  na¬ 
tional  referee.  “We  will  provide 
workshops  in  areas  of  interest  to 
people  in  weight  training  en¬ 
deavors.  Friday  nights  at  the  gym 
we’ll  hold  training  sessions  for 
women  interested  in  powerlift¬ 
ing.” 

Finishing  a  third  cup  of  coffee, 
Greenspan  jots  a  last  reminder  on 
her  paper.  It  is  late,  and  there  are 
few  patrons  in  the  Cambridge  res¬ 
taurant. 

“Tomorrow  I’ll  have  a  heavy 
workout,”  she  says.  “Next  Thurs¬ 
day  I’ll  be  flying  to  Alabama  for 
the  nationals  .’’She slips  a  down 
parka  over  her  plaid  shirt,  and 
slings  a  backpack  across  her 
shoulder.  “I  accomplished  alot 
today.  I  feel  like  going  backto  the 
gym, and  using  the  typewriter.” 


Melissa  Wills 


Arts  on  the  line 


What  is  Gay  Art? 


An  Opinion  by  Patrick  Maloney 

What  is  gay  art?  Answering  this 
question  has  put  me  through  a 
strenuous  week  of  thinking.  To 
judge  something  in  equal  parts 
sexual  and  artistic  is  no  small 
demand.  The  only  possible  ap¬ 
proach  is  to  therefore  define  gay 
and  define  art  before  attempting 
to  link  the  two  as  one  specific 
entity. 

Not  being  a  psychologist  by 
trade  (but  a  painter),  defining  gay 
is  hardly  my  role  in  this  discus¬ 
sion.  I  can  only  offer  my  exagger¬ 
ated  opinion  that  we  are  all  on  this 
planet  homosexual,  and  spectac¬ 
ularly  vain  at  that.  Pushed  back 
into  the  recesses  of  insanity  by  the 
diseases  called  sexism,  classism 
and  racism,  we  have  a  universe 
which  delights  in  self-  deception, 
in  being  forever  closeted. 

Finding  a  universal  definition 
for  art  (or  fine  art )  is  a  little  more 
up  my  alley.  My  first  mentor  gave 
me  a  credo  I  still  believe:  “Art 
must  be  a  sign  of  the  times.”  It 


must  reflect  the  politics,  science 
and  culture  of  the  day.  Secondly, 
art  must  change  your  idea  about 
something,  no  small  criterion  in 
this  era  of  mass  reproduction. 
Thirdly,  art  must  be  intelligent  in 
its  form  and  technique:  the  rift  be¬ 
tween  “trash  art”  and  “fine  art” 
is  forever  wide. 

The  last  requirement  for  fine  art 
is  also  the  link  in  this  discussion 
for  what  might  be  considered  gay 
art,  and  that  is  catharsis.  It  is  the 
purge  or  release  of  the  artist’s  sex¬ 
ual  nature  which  fires  the  creative 
process.  Only  in  a  true  spirit  of  ela¬ 
tion  or  delirium  can  the  artist’s  vi¬ 
sion  command  a  compelling  pre- 
since.  Some  believe  that  to  smash  a 
sculpture  or  destroy  a  painting  at 
the  moment  of  completion  is  the 
only  proper  climax  to  the  piece’s 
execution. 

As  a  specific  entity,  therefore, 
gay  art  would  seem  to  have  its 
boundaries,  its  principles,  its  dual 
responsibilities.  But  what  about 
subject  matter  and  content?  Is  the 


gay  photographer  obligated  to 
photograph  other  homosexuals 
for  artistic  acceptance?  Is  the  gay 
poet  prevented  from  expressing 
the  joys  of  nature  because  of  its 
non-gayness?  Does  a  gay  ballerina 
refuse  to  perform  Juliet  because 
Juliet  was  straight?  Does  the  gay 
painter  avoid  pictures  of  pastoral 
romance  because  the  subject  is  a 
political  and  sexual  void?  NO  to  all 
these  questions. 

What  then,  is  gay  art?  By  the 
end  of  the  week  I  realized  that  my 
final  reaction  to  the  phrase  gay  art 
was  the  same  as  my  first:  as  an  art- 
historical  term  it  is  useless,  inac¬ 
curate  and  even  bothersome.  Es¬ 
pecially  when  you  believe  as  I  do 
that  everyone  is  or  should  be  or 
will  be  gay  —  and  when  your 
guidelines  for  art  are  as  stringent 
as  mine. 

I  feel  that  any  human  person 
who  can  honestly  accept  the  fires 
of  inner  sexuality  and  make  great 
art  at  the  same  time  is  a  special 
continued  on  pane  9 
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CEFYW 

continued  from  page  7 
They  are  nervous  and  anxious.  I 
try  to  be  reassuring,  “You’ll  have  a 
lot  of  fun  things  to  do  there,”  1 
say. 

“We  know  that,”  they  lament. 
“But  it’s  different  there.  We’ll  have 
to  figure  out  how  to  act  with  the 
boys,  and  we  just  want  to  be 
ourselves.  We  won’t  be  comfort¬ 
able  talking  about  our  families.” 

“It’ll  be  a  drag,”  one  girl  says. 
“Here,  1  feel  good.  Here,  everyone 
understands.” 

The  1982  session  will  be  held 
from  Sunday,  July  1 1  until  Sat¬ 
urday,  July  24.  The  camp  fee 
will  be  on  a  sliding  scale  from 
$190  to  $300,  with  ten  $40 
scholarships  available  to  reduce 
the  camp  fee.  In  a  conscious  ef¬ 
fort  to  have  a  racial/ethnic  mix 
of  campers,  40  percent  of 
camper  slots  are  reserved  until 
June  1  for  young  womyn  of  col¬ 
or. 

Interested  campers,  please 
send  for  an  application  to: 
CEFYW,  P.O.  Box  13,  Willits, 

CA  95490. 

Interested  workshop  leaders 
who  wish  to  spend  a  day  or  two 
at  camp  should  contact  us  by 
June  1,  1982.  (Full  time  coun¬ 


selors  will  be  hired  at  the  end  o  f 
March.)  We  are  committed  to 
increasing  our  staff  and 
workshop  leaders  to  include 
more  womyn  of  color,  so  that 
camp  will  be  a  diverse  cultural 
and  ethnic  experience  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  reality  of  our  lives. 


In  order  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  to  tow-income  campers, 
we  need  contributions  from  the 
feminist,  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munities.  Our  expenses  always 
exceed  the  money  received 
from  camp  fees.  Any  contribu¬ 
tion  would  be  welcome  and  can 
be  sent  to  the  above  address. 


The  Other  Holocaust: 
Then  and  Now 


By  Mikhael  Itkin 
Recently  I  sat  in  at  several  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  San  Francisco  Mayor’s 
Commission  on  the  Holocaust.  I 
suppose  it  should  not  really  have 
come  as  a  surprise,  but  I  am  still 
somewhat  in  a  state  of  shock  from 
learning  that  almost  all  of  the 
Commissioners  consider  the  Holo¬ 
caust  to  have  been  “a  specifically 
anti-Jewish  event  only.”  One  of 
the  members  even  went  so  far  as  to 
describe  the  destruction  of  an 
additional  5-million  people  (there 
were  1 1 -million  victims  of  the  Nazi 
Holocaust,  6-million  being  Jewish 
and  the  remainder  being  Gays, 
Gypsies,  Eastern  Europeans,  Paci¬ 
fists,  Communists,  Trade  Union¬ 
ists,  physically  handicapped, 
mental  patients,  and  others)  as 
“simply  fallout  from  the  basic 
anti-Jewish  program.”  Never 
mind  that  the  first  use  of  the 
horrendous  term  “final  solution” 
was  applied  to  Gays  by  Reichs- 
fuhrer  SS  Heinrich  Himmler,  head 
of  the  Gestapo,  who  said:  “Two 
years  ago  when  it  became  neces¬ 
sary,  we  did  not  scruple  to  strike 
this  plague  (homosexuality)  with 
death,  even  within  our  own 
ranks.”  Never  mind  that  the 
Dutch  Council  of  Churches  has 
records  of  over  a  quarter-of-a- 
million  Gay  victims. .  .ones  who 
went  to  the  death  camps  simply  for 

Art 

continued  from  page  8 
credit  to  the  universe:  artistically, 
socially  and  politically.  When  that 
artist  is  gay  and  out,  and  we  can 
fortunately  look  to  leaders  like 
Rita  Mae  Brown,  Joe  Orton  and 
David  Hockney  for  examples,  we 
obviously  strike  it  rich.  But  be¬ 
cause  Gertrude  Stein  focussed  on 
alliteration  instead  of  Alice  B. 
Toklas  in  her  poems,  her  art  is  no 
less  great  and  she  is  no  less  gay. 

In  the  end,  we  are  left  with  just 
another  controversy  of  words,  an¬ 
other  dialectic  to  pursue  in  our  idle 
moments.  For  myself,  I  have  cho¬ 
sen  not  to  utter  the  phrase  gay  art  4\ . 
in  my  discussion  of  the  arts  (al¬ 
though  I  am  also  tempted  to  do  the 
opposite,  to  define  all  art  as  gay 
art).  I  choose  rather  to  focus  di¬ 
rectly  on  the  integrity  of  the  artist 
and  the  quality  of  the  art.  If  in  the 
course  of  study  I  learn  that  the  art¬ 
ist  in  question  is  gay,  I  do  make  a 
mental  note,  smile  to  myself  for  a 
minute  or  two,  say  hurrah  for  our 
side,  and  then  get  back  to  the 
week’s  business  as  usual. 


being  Gay,  which  is  not  to  even 
begin  counting  the  Gays  who  went 
as  members  of  other  groups. 

Lutheran  Pastor  Martin  Nie- 
moeller,  in  an  autobiographical 
description  of  his  incarceration, 
wrote:  “In  Germany,  they  came 
first  for  the  Communists.  I  didn’t 
speak  up  because  I  wasn’t  a  Com¬ 
munist.  t'hen,  they  came  for  the 
Jews.  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  I 
wasn’t  a  Jew.  Then  they  came  for 
the  trade  unionists.  I  didn’t  speak 
up  because  I  wasn’t  a  trade  union¬ 
ist.  Then,  they  came  for  the  Catho¬ 
lics.  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  I 
wasn’t  a  Catholic.  Then,  they 
came  for  me.  And,  by  that  time, 
no  one  was  left  to  speak  up.” 

Once  again,  facing  a  resurgent 
fascism  today,  we  must  speak  up 
against  all  oppression — we  must 
say  Never  Again!  And,  in  order  to 
do  so  with  an  understanding  of 
what’s  coming  down  around  us,  it 
is  clearly  up  to  us  to  remember  our 
own,  our  martyred  brothers  and 
sisters,  since  clearly  no  one  will  do 
it  for  us. 

Below  is  a  list  of  fascist  hetero¬ 
sexists,  then  and  now.  See  how 
many  of  them  you  can  link  to¬ 
gether  with  their  statements  on 
homosexuality: 

A.  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell:  National 
“Moral  Majority”  leader 

B.  Prof.  Doktor  Foerster:  Sexual- 
ethik,  the  official  Nazi  text¬ 
book  on  sexuality,  1937 

C  Rev.  Dan  C.  Fore:  New  York 
State  “Moral  Majority” 

D.  Heinrich  Himmler:  in  the  1936 
Gestapo  speech  already  quoted 

E.  Adolf  Hitler:  in  his  1933  edict 
on  the  education  of  German 
youth 

F.  Rev.  Charles  Mcllhenney: 
“Californians  for  Biblical 
Morality” 

G.  Nazi  Youth  Pamphlet:  1933 
Germany 

H.  Dean  Wycoff:  Santa  Clara 
County  “Moral  Majority” 

I.  Richard  Grunberger:  The 
12-Year  Reich:  A  Social  His¬ 
tory  of  Nazi  Germany 

“Homosexuality  is  that  mark 
of  Cain,  of  a  godless  and  soul¬ 
less  cutlure  which  is  sick  to  the 
core.” 

42.  “Where  spiritual  heroism  is 
made  fun  of  and  the  sowing  of 
one’s  wild  oats  is  glorified, 
everything  which  is  perverse, 
demonic  and  vile  picks  up 
courage  to  manifest  itself 
openly;  indeed,  it  scoffs  at  the 
healthy  as  an  illness  and  sets 


itself  up  as  the  standard  of 
life.” 

43.  ‘The  teaching  of  the  youth  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  the 
community,  derives  its  strong¬ 
est  inner  power  from  the  truths 
of  Christianity.  For  this  reason 
it  will  always  be  my  special 
duty  to  safeguard  the  right  and 
free  development  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  school  and  the  Christian 
fundamentals  of  all  educa¬ 
tion.” 

44.  “We  need  some  rather  extreme 
legislation  in  some  areas  to 
hopefully  rebuild  the  emphasis 
and  credentials  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  family.  We  do  not  want 
people  to  promote  homosexu¬ 
ality  as  an  alternate  or  accept¬ 
able  lifestyle.” 

45.  “The  new  regime  has  proved 
its  claim  to  be  better  protectors 
of  family  life  by  imposing 
harsh  curbs  on  equality  for 
women,  abortion,  homosexu¬ 
ality  and  (conspicuous) 
prostitution.” 

46.  “I  agree  with  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  and  I  believe  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  one  of  those  that 
could  be  coupled  with  murder 
and  other  sins;  that  it  would  be 
the  government  that  sits  upon 
this  land  who  would  be  exe¬ 
cuting  homosexuals.” 

41 .  “1  support  anyone  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  against  homo¬ 
sexuals.  . .  .  No  form  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  will  be  permitted  in 
any  way,  shape,  or  form. 
There  will  be  laws  against  it. 
...  You  people  have  to  accept 
the  liabilities  of  your  devi¬ 
ance.” 

4 8.  “Just  as  we  today  have  gone 
back  to  the  ancient  view  on  the 
question  of  .  .  .  our  judgment 
of  homosexuality  —  a  symp¬ 
tom  of  degeneracy  which  could 
destroy  our  race  —  we  must 
return  to  the  guiding  principle: 
extermination  of  degen¬ 
erates.” 

49.  “Homosexuals  could  be  stoned 
to  death  after  a  Biblical  state  is 
created  in  the  nation.” 

CORRECT  ANSWERS: 

1-G.  2  -  B.  3-E.  4  -  A.  5-1. 

6  -  H.  7  -  C.  8  -  D.  9  -  F. 

1982,  Bishop  Mikhael  llkin.  C.L.C. 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL! 

Therapy  Group  iur_  Gay  Alen 
to  Work  on  Various  Life  Issues 
NOW  FORMING 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 


Dennis  ladarola  965-1311 


Don  McGaw 


HUMAN  SERVICES 
PERSONNEL 

A  variety  of  full  and  part-time  positions  are  available  at  our 
facility  for  the  Jevclopmentally  disabled  assisting  our  clients  and 
helping  them  develop  daily  living  skills. 

•  NEW  HIGHER  PAY  SCALE 
Starting  Salary:  $  1 1 ,628 

•  No  Prior  Mental  Retardation  Experience  Required 
Extensive  on-going  training  and  supervision  provided. 

•  Promotional  Opportunities 

•  Excellent  Benefits  Package 

•  Convenient  Location 
20  minutes  from  Boston. 

For  further  information  or  to  arrange  an  interview,  please 
contact  our  Recruitment  Office  at  (617)  894-3600,  or  write 
to  us  at  the  Walter  E.  Fernald  State  School,  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,Massachusetts  02154. 

WALTER  E.  FERNALD 

■  State  School  — — — 

We  are  an  equal  opportunity  employer  M/F/HC 


□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name _ 

address  _ 

city _ state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  Mastercharge 

name _ 

account  no.  □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

exp.  date _ signature  _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

TWO  GERMAN  MALES,  25/21  YS 
Blond,  6 '2",  178  lbs,  coming  to  San 
Francisco,  11.6  -  17.7.  Wd  like  to  stay 
w/a  nice  guy  or  two;  that  makes  travel¬ 
ing  cheaper  &  really  more  impressive 
. . .  We  don’t  want  to  be  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  Tourists,  but  visitors,  ’cause 
everyday  life  &  people  are  more  inter¬ 
esting  than  attractions.  Improving  lan¬ 
guage  knowledge  is  a  desirable  thing; 
are  you  interested  in  speaking  German? 
Maybe  you  like  to  see  Germany  —  so 
what  about  your  return  visit?  Please 
write  to  Volker  Kmiecinski,  Worps- 
weder  Str.  21,  2822  Schwanewede  1, 
West  Germany. _ (34) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
I  hope  we’ve  done  the  proper  thing 
Buying  that  old  enormous  house 
It’s  too  late  now  for  second  thought 
Just  hope  it  wasn’t  all  for  nought. 

I  love  you  more  than  all  the  sleep  I’ve 
lost.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
By  the  time  you  read  this,  we  will  have 
moved  into  a  new  abode  (barring  unfor- 
seen  catastrophe  which  I  am  always  ex¬ 
pecting  around  every  corner).  I  think 
you  will  find  the  place  a  challenge. 
Wish  you  could  be  here  with  us  now. 
We  both  miss  you  very  much, _ 

JACK  JACK  JACK 

Hope  you  will  not  hurt  your  back . . .  two 
weeks  in  a  row,  poor  baby. _ 

BARBARA  G 

“Next  year  in  Jerusalem,”  the  Jews 
used  to  say.  Maybe  we  should  call  it 
Jerusalem.  Anyway,  next  time  you 
come  to  visit,  you  will,  perforce,  see  us 
in  different  surroundings.  Wish  us  luck; 
we’re  gonna  need  it. _ 

PHONE  J/O  NORTHEAST 
Hot,  hunky,  youthful,  vers  43  yo  5 '10'', 
150  lbs  swimmer;  S&P  hair,  trim  beard, 
great  smile,  sexy  voice,  tight  buns; 
busy  prof  keep  trying  nts  &  wkends 
(617)  522-8880;  it’s  the  next  best  thing  to 
being  there! _ (33) 


"Donna, 

The  peace  of  great  prairies  be  for  you 
listen  among  windplayers  in  cornfields 
the  wind  learning  over  its  oldest  music 
The  peace  of  great  mountains  be  for 
you 

the  sleep  and  the  eyesight  of  eagles 
sheet  mist  shadows  and  the  long  look 
across.  S.” 


P&f)Sf)0T  STOCK 
WflURflOT 


f 


IkUfTCH  I 


lUOCH 


urine  * 


Jf|Tl.rrUT.  *Tw)  J.vL.v  fv»v,  ill*-  KfcrUf 

<OJ  OASHiOGToo  vr 
SomtR.via.£,  mass  oahi  w 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. _ 

GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1 ,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _ _ _ (Cj 

ROCK  THE  NITE  AWAY 
Long  Island  couple,  Sagittarians,  late 
20’s,  aware,  down  to  earth,  into  college, 
music,  partying,  life  &  hot  times.  Not 
into  head  games  or  exteriors.  Wd  like  to 
attend  Rock/New  Wave  concerts  &  ex¬ 
change  lodging  &  hospitality  w/accom- 
odating  singles  or  couples.  Call  late 
(516)  273-4828  Ray  &  Cliff. _ (35) 

ALBANY  NY  AREA  TRAVELERS 
BiWM  37,  6 ' 1 ",  180,  wants  to  meet 
other  gays.  I’m  clean,  discreet,  phone  # 
appreciated  but  not  necessary  all  let- 
ters  answered  Box  2Troy  NY  12181.  (36) 

GWM  mid  30’s  offers  rm  &  board  to 
teenager  in  ME  on  lake.  Snowmobil- 
ing  winter  boating,  swimming  summer. 
Write  details  on  how  to  contact.  GCN 
Box  499. _ _ (33) 

COME  SWING  WITH  US! 

Dance  with  your  friend/lover  to  the  Dor¬ 
sey  Orch!  Boston  Globe  Annual  Big 
Band  Ball  March  12.  No  problems  when 
we  went  last  year.  CU  there!  Out  of  the 
bars  &  into  the  Plaza!  Tigger  &  Bentley. 

_  (33) 

GWF  41  sks  GF  30-45  for  friendship  & 
love,  if  chemistry  seems  right.  I’m  hon¬ 
est,  warm  &  true;  like  movies,  lively  con¬ 
versation  &  open,  caring  self-aware  peo- 
ple.  PO  Box  71,  Wenham,  MA  01984  (34) 

GWM  5 '9",  155  lbs.  Alone  no  money 
building  own  home  by  myself.  Honestly 
need  a  gay  friend.  Pis  connect  soon 
from  anywhere.  GCN  Box  518. _ (3Q 


WOMEN  OF  THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
AREA  -  SPRING  IS  ARRIVING! 
WHAT  A  PERFECT  TIME  TO 
SOW  THE  SEEDS  OF  YOUR 
SECRET  GARDEN! 

R  U  intell,  sincere  18  to  48  alluring, 
fond  of  Amer  Indian  &  Asian  cultures, 
clean  healthy,  fit,  emotionally  &  fin  se¬ 
cure,  fun  to  be  with,  generous,  passion¬ 
ate,  considerate,  responsive,  affection¬ 
ate,  into  music,  art  &  nature:  Possibly 
Aries,  Leo,  Libra,  or  a  goat,  tiger,  cat  or 
snake  according  to  Chinese  horo¬ 
scope?  U  also  may  be  two  women 
friends,  cousins  or  twins  seeking  to  ful¬ 
fill  a  fantasy.  Into  leather  &/ or  lace? 
Nothing  hardcore.  I  am  28  of  mixed  3rd 
world  origin,  curly  haired,  5 '7",  brown 
skinned,  slim  dark  eyed,  independent, 
considerate  w/a  gd  sense  of  humor  & 
self.  My  enjoyments  include  photog¬ 
raphy  cooking  horseback  riding,  biking, 
walking,  reading  &  camping.  Am  also 
non-cig  smkr,  vegetarian,  azygous, 
highly  sensuously  expressive,  sportie, 
attractive,  pleasant,  sometimes  mellow 
w/a  capacity  for  exuberance  &  adven¬ 
ture,  captivating  &  for  real.  &  free  to 
travel  &  entertain  desirous  &  discreet 
guests  in  my  apt  1  hr  from  NYC  &  Fire 
Island  &  Vi  hr  frm  JFK  airport.  Write 
STL  799  Broadway,  suite  325  —  C29, 
NYC,  NY  10003.  Deaf  women  &  pen 
friends  welcome. _ (33) 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
DESERVE  A  BREAK  TODAY! 
Women  &  men  who  enjoy  children  & 
teens  needed  to  offer  consistent  friend¬ 
ship  to  kids  of  lesbian  mothers.  Please, 
call  weekends  before  noon  &  talk  only 
to  Julie.  491-5020. _ (33) 

CUTE  &  FUNNY  IN  NYC 
GWM  in  NYC  5'10"  180  br  eyes  bd  sk 
GM  who  loves  opera  gd  talk  politics 
arts  pref  masc  ftbal  bid  Im  brite  warm 
funny  sincere  friendly  NYers  write  to 
GCN  Box  520  gd  personality  imp.  (34) 
Athletic  female  25  Ikng  for  same  to 
share  sports,  music,  occasional  trip  to 
bars.  New  to  Northeast  region  wd  like 
to  meet  women  in  mid  20’s  w/similar  in- 
terests.  GCN  Box  521. _ (34) 

Am  interested  in  meeting  a  yng  man, 
under  23,  who  can  appreciate  an  affec¬ 
tionate  GWM,  gdlkng  35,  &  easy  to  be 
with.  Lets  talk,  Greg  267-7422.  (34) 

LF  30’s  prof  writer/col  tchr/activist  at 
home  in  arts  &  exercise,  silence  &  con¬ 
versation.  Sks  a  woman  also  settled  in 
herself.  Write!  GCN  Box  522.  (34) 

MUSCLEMEN  &  ATHLETES 
ESCAPE  CRUEL  WINTERS 
31  M  doctor  from  India  Gk  act  sks  M 
25-35  Gk  pass  who  want  2  move  2  LA  & 
needs  home  &  love  &  job.  Omar  2210 
Wishire  #285,  Santa  Monica,  CA 
90403, _ (35) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Klttery  Maine  03904. 


INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 

BOSTON  AREA 

Gay  woman  in  her  40’s,  bright,  good 
Ikng,  humorous,  lively,  political,  sexual 
skng  woman  for  whole  new  poetry, 
wonderful  conversation,  love  making, 
laughter,  escapades,  travel.  GCN  Box 
516. _ (33) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 


ROOMMATES _ 

LF  w/cat  sks  LF  24  pis  to  share  Ig  Porter 
Sq  apt.  Fireplace,  garden.  No  smokers 
or  strict  veggies.  $200  pis  util.  Avail  4/1. 
776-8454  eves. _ (34) 

Need  F  roommate  for  spacious  N  Camb 
apt  on  excellent  busline  to  Hvd  Sq.  $205 
pis  gas  heat.  Avail  Apr  1.  Joanne  (w) 
661-3570;  (h)  491-2944. _ (33) 

By  the  Pru  —  1  bdrm  apt  shared  bath 
$265/mo  inc  utils.  Pis  call  Joe  267-7422. 
This  is  a  gay  house  w/a  pleasant  friend- 
ly  atmosphere. _ (c) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

If  you  are  renting  rooms  or  space  in 
your  own  home,  you  are  collecting  mon¬ 
ey  from  renters  and  therefore  your  ad 
must  be  paid  at  the  business  rates  (see 
ad  form).  Roommate  (non-business)  ads 
are  for  seeking  others  to  share  the  rent 
you  pay  to  a  third  party,  the  landperson, 

SPRING  MIGRATION 
GM  sks  3-4  GM/F’s  to  form  supportive 
hshld,  pref  Cam/Brkln.  Non-smkng, 
semi-veg,  gay  politics.  327-7133,  Bill 
10-1 1  PM  wknts,  all  day  Sun. _ (33) 

Allston-Gay  or  strt  woman  wntd  to 
share  3  bdrm  apt  (wndfl  loc)  w/2  wmn 
(22  &  30)  &  1  cat  (age  unknown)  meat  & 
smoke  OK.  Small  rm,  but  cheap  $100 
pis  Vis  utils.  $150  sec  dep.  Pis  call 
782-5836  ask  for  Karen  or  Sue. _ (33) 

JOBS  WANTED _ 

FAST  TRACK  GAY  MBA 
I’m  33  w/a  BSBA  &  an  MBA.  8  pis  yrs  in 
HI-TECH  managing  people,  develop¬ 
ment  of  automated  systems,  re-orgs, 
$1 M  pis  cost  center,  emphasis  on  in¬ 
creasing  productivity  in  admin  proc¬ 
esses.  Lkng  for  career  opportunity, 
$45K  pis  benefits.  GCN  Box  519.  (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester  2  bdrm  near  stores  &  T,  pets 
OK,  laundry  rm,  back  yard  $300  un- 
heated.  Sec  dep  (61 7)  436-0011.  (34) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 

2  rm  efficiency  share  bath  w/one  apt. 

Safe  bldg,  heat  &  util  inc.  $225/mo. 

262-8842  owners. _ (34) 


READING  —  RTES  128  &  93 
Quiet  loc  15  min  to  Boston.  Lg  mod  2 
bdrm,  2  bth,  eat-in  kitch.  New  appli¬ 
ances,  D&D,  central  a/c,  w/w,  pool,  park, 
laundry.  Ht  &  a/c  inc.  Eves  762-1591 
(Norwood). _ (33) 

Dorchester,  Mtg  Hs  Hill,  2  bdrm,  $300 
plus  utils.  Lg  apt  in  safe  area,  storms, 
fresh  paint,  yard,  pets  ok.  282-4371  or 
491-4110. _ _ 

All  new  apt  for  rent  fireplace  deck  1% 
bdrm,  Mass  Ave  nr  hosp  trans  rec 
500/mo  htd  262-7199x636. _ (34) 

JP  1  bdrm  apt  on  ground  fl  $275/mo  inc 
ht,  1  mo  sec  dep  req.  522-8859. _ (32) 

Boston  S  End  nr  BCA  &  E  Berkeley  St  2 
rm  floor-thru:  bed/livingroom  pis  Ige 
eat-in  kitch.  Ownr-occ  bldg  $385  inc 
util.  426-6081  eves. _ (34) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

SUBSIDY  PROGRAM  MANAGER 
Boston  Building  Materials  Coop  sks  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  grant  program  to  assist 
low  income  people  weatherize  their 
homes.  Responsibilities:  designing  out¬ 
reach  &  intake  procedures,  HUD  report¬ 
ing,  quality  control  &  fund  raising.  Qual¬ 
ifications:  experience  &/ or  commitment 
to  consumer  cooperative,  management 
skills,  working  knowledge  of  Spanish 
recommended.  $16,000/yr.  Pick  up  app 
10-2  M-F,  52  Plympton  St,  Boston.  Equal 
opportunity  employer. _ (33) 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  employment.  Excellent  income 
potential.  Call  (312)  741-9780  Extension 
7245. _ (34) 

Late  Apr  to  June  30,  help  w/new  house 
gardening  painting  cleaning,  etc.  Hour¬ 
ly  wage,  own  rm.  T.  Thatcher,  W.  Tis- 
bury  Martha’s  Vineyard,  MA  02575.  (13) 

RESORTS _ 

PUERTO  RICO  —  SEASIDE 
Super  super  special  wkly-mthly  apts 
completely  equip  centrally  loc  Conda- 
do  area.  Ron  Bauer  M-F  (617)  353-1004. 
_ (33) 

FALLS  VILLAGE  INN  —  CONN 
For  women  to  be  together  ski  wkends. 
X-country  &  downhill,  rms  in  old  coloni¬ 
al  home.  Fireplaces.  11  wooded  acres. 
$1 5-30/night.  Wknds  only.  Women 
owned.  Jan  or  Karen  NYC  —  wk  (212) 
369-0741  wknds  CT  (203)  824-7479.  (39) 

SKI  VERMONT 

Two  comfortable  bdrms  in  our  charm¬ 
ing  1820s  village  cape  near  Mt  Snow, 
Stratton  for  gay  men  or  women. 
$40/dble/night  incl  bkfst.  Wknds  only, 
max  4  persons.  Dave  &  Mike  (802) 
348-7840. _ (25) 

Buccaneer  —  3  mi  N  Ogunquit  $15 
couple  quiet  indoor  heated  pool  private 
bath  TV  Rt  1 ,  Wells.  (207)  646-2140.  (25) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


FOR  SALE _ 

72  Dart  Scant  6  —  $750/bo  totally  reli¬ 

able,  never  temperamental.  AC/PS/- 
PB/Body  fair/high  mileage/never  needs 
oil/ repair  rec  avail/492-0158.  (33) 

LESBIAN  MUSIC 

Trish  Williams  new  cassette  tape 
Definitions 

On  sale  now  by  mail  for  $7.75  from 
PO  Box  11333,  Newington  CT  06111 
Strong  Woman-identified  music. 

(34) 

SURPLUS  JEEPS  $65,  CARS  $8£, 
TRUCK  $100.  Similar  bargains  avail¬ 
able.  Call  for  your  directory  on  how  to 
purchase.  (602)  998-0575  ext  6648.  Call 
refundable. _ (32) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Jamaica  Plain:  Lg  commerical  space, 
ideal  for  artists’  lofts,  starting  at 
$35,000.  Jamaica  Plain  Real  Estate 
524-5464. _ 

WOMEN’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
6  units  plus  mgr  qtrs/efficiency.  Pool, 
hot  tub,  sundecks,  tropical  grdn.  Fur¬ 
nishings,  going  business  $245,000  as¬ 
sumable  mort  9-3/4%.  Will  consider 
2nd.  Principles  only  write  2012  Roose- 
velt  Drive,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (38) 

Jamaica  Plain:  3  fam  Viet  5, 5, 3.  Lots  of 
character,  Sumner  Hill.  $78,000.  Jamai- 
ca  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464. _ 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  PARKVIEW 

Private  guestrooms  in  heart  of  Boston. 
85  Westland  Ave.  (617)  536-3608.  (33) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Calm  &  lazy  yng  woman  sks  determined 
buddy  for  moral  support  to  work  out  1 
or  2  eves/wk  and  or  Sat  aftnoon.  Susan 
254-3218. _ (33) 

SERVICES 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen, 
Shiatsu  (Acupressure) 
and  Reflexology  Techniques. 

Gift  Certificates  Available 
Tues-Sat:  12-7 
Joe  262-1000  ext  298 

/  \ 

complete  printing  service 

serving  the  gay  ft  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 
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accepted  locally  ft 
nationally 

(617)542-8280, 
(617)825-6700 
55  Broad  St,  Boston  MA  02109 
- - - y 


BACK  BAY  ASSOCIATES 

Walter  M.  Dybik,  MA.,  M.Ed. 
424-1381 
Psychotherapy 

Individual  —  Group  —  Couples 
Group  Openings  Now  Available 

Peter  L.  Stickel,  MS.,  RMT. 
266-8122 

SOMA  Neuromuscular  Integration 
Structural  Bodywork 
Free  Consultation 

Michael  Zucker,  R.Ac. 

661-4070 

General  Acupuncture  Services 
Diagnosis  and  Treatment 


GAY  &  BISEXUAL  MEN’S  GROUPS 
Experienced  therapist  working  w/mar- 
ried  gay  men’s  groups;  gay  men’s 
groups  and  individual  therapy.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone,  MA.  451-1398  or 
661-4070, _ (c) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


COMING  OUT/STAYING  OUT 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  & 
Research  —  intro  workshop  call  Susan 
Gong  666-1648/524-3293  eve.  1st  Sat  ea. 
mo.  Cal  I  for  schedule. _ (34) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)739-7803 
For  Initial  Appt. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 
change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 

4?8) 


GAY  MEN’S  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
SERVICE 
IN  BACK  BAY 

Currently  Has  2  Openings  for 
Individual  Psychotherapy 
Hours  Arrangeable 

(617)  262-9109  Boston  MA 


Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

(£) 
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Classifieds 


MASSAGE 

Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure  &  muscular  work. 
Instruction  also  available.  Trained  mas- 
seur.  Mykolas  Hazen  522-9164.  (34) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


GCN  SPECIALS _ 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  correcting.  No 
experience  necessary.  We'll  teach  you 
all  you  need  to  know!  Proofreading 
begins  5-ish  and  layout  6-ish.  22  Brom- 
field  St.  (near  Park  St.  and  Washington 
St.  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
mi^st  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.Thank  you. 

69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That’s  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  or  gay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  it,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  or 
426-4469.  


MICROFILM  READER  WANTED 
The  GCN  staff  would  love  to  be  able  to 
read  its  back  issues  on  microfilm,  but 
cannot  afford  to  buy  a  film  reader.  If 
anyone  has  access  to  a  used  one  or 
would  like  to  donate  one  to  the  office, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  QWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &Thurs,  8  pm.  35  +  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ (38) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS” 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  Info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord. 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ _ 

DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  till  midnight.  • 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women's 
mvt,  reproductive  rhts,  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  community  org,  wking 
women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available  from: 
Solidarity,  a  Socialist-Feminist 
Network,  4360  23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114. 
$3.95  (inc.  postage).  _ (c) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  266-6644 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)243-8181. 


GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  Camb  MA02138. _ (36) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymeade 
.Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd., 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands  to¬ 
gether  into  a  single  political  force  and 
to  unite  women  with  all  the  oppressed, 
we  need  our  own  political  party.  Sup¬ 
port  groups  for  men.  For  info,  send 
SASE  to  Political  Discussion  Group,  c/o 
Cambridge  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (c) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  SJ or  resume  to 
Women’s  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086 _ (8) 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome.  _ 

PRISONERS 

GAYCON  Press  Newsletter:  news  and 
other  useful  info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  U  S.  Mission  Outreach 
for  $6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners). 
Write  to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press 
Newsletter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)'s  National  Gay  Rights  Project 
has  announced  the  formation  of  a  Gay 
Prisoners'  Group  which  will  "document 
incidents  of  selective  abuse  or  discrim¬ 
ination  suffered  by  lesbian  and  gay 
prisoners  at  the  hands  of  police,  the 
courts,  jail  or  prison  personnel  or  other 
prisoners.“This  is  the  first  compre¬ 
hensive  program  for  collecting  data  on 
the  status  of  gay  prisoners.  Anyone 
having  information  about  selective 
abuse  in  U.S.  prisons  should  send  it  to 
Don  Campbell,  ACLU  NGRP  Prisoners 
Committee,  633  S.  Shatto  Place,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90005. _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you 
monthly  feminist  news,  reviews,  fea¬ 
tures,  community  forum,  calendar  & 
more.  Subs  are  just  $8/yr,  sample  copy 
$1.  545  Athol  Ave,  Oakland,  CA  94606. 
_ (1/mo) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contoocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a 
monthly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per 
year,  $10  outside  the  U.S.,  FREE  to 
prisoners.  Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord, 
Denver,  CO  80206. 


POLITICALLY  INCORRECT!! 

Get  your  copy  of  Focus's  "Polit¬ 
ically  Incorrect”  issue  available 
now  at  New  Words  and  Glad  Day  or 
directly  by  mailing  $1.35  plus  .25 
postage  to:  Focus,  OCBC,  1151 
Mass  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Hurry!  They  won’t  last. 


GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay.  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  "invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times.  1509  N.  Milwaukee.  Dept 
A,  Chicago.  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  ot  books,  send  two 
15<t  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746(516)427-1289.  (12) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press  publi¬ 
cation,  welcomes  review  copies,  au¬ 
thors’  queries,  and  subscriptions:  $5.00 
for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor  Station, 
Boston,  M  A  02123. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope,.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 
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I  TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  O 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
I  (Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of 
I  Anarchist). 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
AT  GCN.  THANKS! 

nHniiiiiiiiiuiiuuiiimiiihuimuiiuuiiinHinti 


I  Lonely  prisoner,  due  for  release  in  82 
[has  no  family  or  friends,  looking  for  real 
[friendship.  Would  love  to  hear  from  in¬ 
terested  people  out  there.  Honesty  a 
[must!  Stamps  appreciated.  Will  answer 
[all  letters.  If  you  care  write  Debra  Lee 
|FILBERTH,  #150367,  Box  147  #130 
I  Lowell  FL  32663. 


iLooking  for  a  pen  pal.  Please  write 
iDianne  JOHNSON,  06141-016,  Box  A, 
lAlderson  WV  24910. 


|l  am  18  and  have  9  months  left  to  serve 
|l  would  like  to  correspond  with  some- 
Dne  that  I  can  relate  with.  Christine 
iMarie  TULLO,  BA  #2409,  7th  floor,  550 
|w.  20th  St.,  NYC  10011. 


1 1  am  a  young  female,  age  23,  under  the 
[sign  of  Capricorn.  I  love  anything  that 
[means  being  free  with  the  mind-soul 
|body.  But  mainly  love  is  my  gay  way  of 
[life.  Anyone  interested?  Dawn  Marie 
[Lee  Schreiber,  Box  C  #N07067,  Dwight 
I  IL  60420-0319. 


|My  sign  is  Virgo.  I  enjoy  dancing,  social 
drinking  (no  drugs).  I  would  like  to  write 
dhisticated  older  women  (26-45).  I'm  in 
Ithe  Cal.  Institute  for  Women.  Roxanne 
|MUNOZ,  W15623.  C.l.  W.  Frontera,  CA 
191720. 


I’m  in  desperate  need  of  that  special 
someone  with  whom  to  make  my  life 
complete.  So,  if  you’re  interested  in  one 
who  is  sexy,  loves  for  real  and  will 
come  anywhere  for  that  special 
someone,  then  write  soon.  Thomas 
Plaisance  #93247,  Camp  J-G-4-L-4, 
Angola,  LA  70712. 


Gay  Black  man  in  prison.  Family  and 
friends  have  turned  their  backs  on  me, 
need  true  friends.  Attending  college. 
Frankie  Allen  159367,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


Lonely  prisoner  looking  for  correspon¬ 
dence,  likes  to  draw  and  like  poems.  Be 
honest,  ask  anything,  will  answer  all 
honestly.  David  John  O’Brien  B-32942, 
C.T.F.-C.  X-Wing  #103,  P.O.  Box  686, 
Saledad,  Ca  93460. 

Lonely.  Wishes  to  correspond  with 
someone  who  is  understanding  and  sin¬ 
cere.  Richard  C.  Lash.  #151-790,  P.O. 
Box  57,  Marion,  OH  43302. 


Alive  and  vibrant,  even  if  I’m  locked  up. 
Drop  me  a  line  and  find  out  for  yourself. 
Larry  W.  Clay  #5323,  P.O.  Box  30, 
Pendleton,  IN  46064. 


I’m  a  young  man  doing  very  lonely  time 
in  a  very  backward  state  and  would 
really  love  to  hear  from  some  beautiful 
people  who  care.  I’m  on  the 
Disciplinary  Unit;  always  locked  down 
and  desperately  need  to  know  that 
there  are  still  people  out  there  willing  to 
care  for  a  person  although  they  may 
have  made  a  mistake.  Are  there  any 
who  would  not  mind  dropping  a  few 
lines?  Darrell  A.  Dunaway  92274,  P.O. 
Box  97,  McAlester,  OK  74501. 


Gay  male,  very  sincere  young  man 
wishes  to  correspond  with  other 
sincere  individuals.  I'm  looking  for 
friendship  and  a  companionship 
situation.  Prison  is  a  very  lonely  place,  I 
need  to  hear  from  you.  Will  answer  all 
replies  promptly.  Thank  you.  Joe  Wells 
#107541,  Box  514,  Granite,  OK  73547. 


In  prison  and  need  a  friend  to  write  to 
me.  My  MOM  and  Dad  don’t  write  any 
more.  Please  write  and  I’ll  send  a 
picture.  Thanks.  Ernie  Callahan,  P.O. 
Box  900-25073,  Jefferson  City,  MO 
65102-0900.  


I  am  a  SATANIST  and  would  like,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  get  in  touch  with  someone  who 
is  also  a  SATANIST.  I  would  just  like  to 
get  a  good  correspondence  going  now, 
but  am  also  interested  in  getting  into  a 
personal  relationship  when  I  get  out.  I 
will  be  returning  to  Hudson,  NH  when  I 
get  out.  I  have  met  several  gay  men  in 
here  and  have  made  friends  with  them. 
My  name  is,  Daniel  B.  Graham  #40375, 
K.  Hall  Cell  220,  P.O.  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  MO  03102. 


I'm  called  Snookie,  I’m  very  sensitive, 
tender  and  most  willing  to  express  my 
more  intimate  feelings.  In  search  of  a 
compassionate,  understanding  individ¬ 
ual  with  whom  I  may  exchange  some 
highly  impassioned  letters,  which  will 
help  me  defeat  these  fits  of  deep  de¬ 
pression  and  lonliness.  Justice  Mays 
#39413,  Box  900-AD.  SEG.  C-54,  Jeffer- 
son  City,  MO  65102. 


Dallas,  Texan  temporarily  displaced  in 
this  Oklahoma  prison  seeks  correspon¬ 
dence  from  someone  who  is  young-at- 
heart,  seeks  the  finer  things  in  life  and 
has  the  capacity  to  care  for  someone.  If 
this  fits  you-write  to:  Robert  Wagner 
#74035,  Star  Route  B,  Box  220,  Hominy, 
OK  74035.  


My  hobbies  and  interests  are;  all  water 
sports,  playing  chess,  auto  racing  and 
demolition,  good  living,  pornography 
and  sex.  At  present  I  am  not  corre¬ 
sponding  with  anyone  who  wishes  to 
write.  Craig  A.  Martin.  #062823  Box 
1560,  P.O.  Box  1100,  Avon  Park,  FL 
33825. 


I  am  presently  an  inmate  in  the  segrega¬ 
tion  unit  (the  hole)  of  the  Federal  Peni¬ 
tentiary  in  Lewisburg,  Pa.  Aside  from 
periodicals  and  some  magazines  I  don’t 
correspond  with  anyone  and  would  like 
to  do  so.  I  am  willing  to  answer  all  who 
care  and  understand.  I  would  appreci¬ 
ate  anything  you  could  do  the  help 
brighten  an  otherwise  dismal  situation. 
Robert  Brochard  16004-013,  P.O.  Box 
1000,  Lewisburg,  Pa.  17837. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


I  need  mail  trom  young  guys  not  in  pris¬ 
on  to  write  to  and  develop  a  relation¬ 
ship.  I  get  out  in  13  months.  I  have  no 
funds,  no  family,  no  lovers.  I've  been., 
seriously  thinking  about  suicide.  I  live1 
in  a  one-man  cell  and  have  been  since 
1975.  All  you  young  guys  send  mail  and 
photos.  I  need  someone  to  care  for  and 
be  cared  about.  Write  real  soon.  Re¬ 
spectfully,  Larry  Beerli  A-00310,  Box 
87- N2-6-28,  Menard,  IL  62259-0087. 


Vietnam  Vet  now  in  prison.  Came  home 
ashamed,  we  fought  a  war  and  lost. 
Came  home  to  a  shattered  marriage  and 
life.  Booze,  drugs  and  now  prison.  Fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  rejeted  me.  Is  this  the 
thanks  we  get?  I  need  strength  and  love 
through  correspondence.  If  there  is 
anyone  who  cares.  Gay  man,  5 '10',  185 
lbs.,  34  yrs.  old  and  will  answer  all 
letters.  Frederick  Thomasser, 
20117-148  M-Unit  B-8,  P.O.  Box  W,  Lorn 
Poc,  CA  93438. 


I  am  a  young  gay  inmate  and  really 
would  like  to  have  someone  to  write  to 
me.  My  hobbies  are,  of  course,  loving 
men,  photography.  Love  has  no  age, 
please  write.  David  Yates  #158294,  777 
West  Riverside  Drive,  Ionia,  Ml  48846. 


Need  someone  not  of  Washington  to 
parole  to.  Would  like  to  go  to  a  gay  mon¬ 
astery  or  start  one.  Will  be  able  to  pa¬ 
role  4/1/84  it  takes  time  for  the  paper 
work.  Robert  Scott  #624655,  Cedar  B-11, 
P.O.  Box  900,  Shelton,  WA  98584. 


Loneliness  has  eroded  my  hesitancy,  to 

place  a  pen-pal  ad,  away  and  here  I  go 
. . .  Italian,  born  in  San  Diego,  very  lib¬ 
eral  minded,  I  am  a  rock  music  fan,  a 
barber  stylist  by  trade.  My  hobbies  are 
varied  because  I  enjoy  doing  just  about 
anything  that  is  pleasurable  and  fun. 
The  ocean,  concerts  and  the  bedroom 
are  my  three  favorite  spots  to  practice 
my  hobbies.  I’m  not  an  intellectual  or  a 
dummy.  Just  an  up-front,  every  day  kind 
of  person.  Age  and  physical  beauty 
aren't  significant  to  me.  I’ll  answer  any 
and  all  mail.  I  don’t  know  if  you  can  help 
me,  but  even  if  not,  have  a  nice  day  . . . 
Frankie  Ignazio  047589,  P.O.  Box  747, 
irke.  FL  32091. 


My  name  is  Charles  Clark,  I  am  33  yrs. I 
old,  5’7”,  155  lbs.  I  am  presently  doing 
time  here  at  London  Correctional  Facil¬ 
ity.  I  am  writing  to  ask  a  favor,  which  is 
to  place  a  small  ad  in  your  paper  for  me. 

I  am  lonely  and  depressed  and  need 
someone  to  write  to  who  can  under¬ 
stand  what  it  is  to  be  lonely.  Please  un¬ 
derstand  that  my  plea  is  not  for  a  hand 
out  but  a  hand  up.  Each  day  at  my  mail 
call  I  am  passed  over  and  no  one  seems 
to  care  enough  to  visit.  I  need  someone 
to  care  for  and  to  know  that  others  care 
for  me.  I  do  not  wish  to  regress  as  many 
of  my  peers  have.  Many  here  are  bitter, 
apathetic  and  have  accepted  defeat  in 
the  game  of  life.  I  want  to  live,  hence  I 
have  turned  to  you  because  I  refuse  to 
give  up  on  human  kindness.  Thank  you. 
Charles  Clark  #150841,  Box  69,  London, 
OH  44140. 


I’m  lonely  too.  I  have  been  here  for  four! 

years  trying  to  face  the  world  alone.  1 1 
would  answer  anyone’s  letter  who  I 
writes.  I'm  also  looking  for  a  long  I 
friendship  and  relationship.  Alien! 
Longmre  #88801,  Camp-J-Gator-4-L-9, 1 
Angola,  LA  70712. 


My  name  Is  Calvin  and  I  am  looking  fori 
someone  to  write  to.  I  live  in  Cincinnati.  I 
Calvin  English  160-782,  15802  St.  RTE.  | 
104,  Chillicicothe,  OH  45601. 


Lonely  gay  man,  who  is  also  a  prisoner,  ] 
would  like  to  correspond  with  others. 
Michael  Bennett,  #44045  U/28,  Parch- 1 
man,  MS  38738. 


I  am  a  gay  male  who  spends  24  hours  a  I 
day  in  an  8’xlO'cell.  I  need  very  much! 
to  hear  from  all  the  guys  In  the  free| 
world.  I  will  answer  all  mail  that  I  re-| 
ceive.  Bobbie  Schriver  #93782,  Camp  J,| 
Gar  3-L-4,  Angola,  LA  70712. 

Currently  serving  10  to  40  years  flat  I 
time,  now  age  35.  Hoping  to  secure  a  re- 1 
lationship  and/or  permanent  correspond 
dence  with  individuals  between  ages  18| 
and  45  as  many  that  can  resond  to  this[ 
ad  over  a  protracted  period.  I’ve  been  a[ 
biker,  a  truck  driver  of  rigs  8  wheelers, [ 
I’m  6  feet  tall,  Irish,  brown  hair,  blue[ 
eyes,  175  lbs.,  very  lonely  needing  lots[ 
of  correspondence  from  all  over.  Appre-| 
ciate;  Jack  Allen  Hall  #146823,  P.O.  Box| 
779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855. 


Calendar 


TVs  sta?.. 

QC  d 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  volleyball  Jay  262-4896; 
swimming  227-5363;  basketball  236-1914;  gen¬ 
eral  outdoors  events  #s  John  275-1336  and 
864-0823. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society 
Monthly  Concert/Sociats  for  lesbian  and  gay 
music  lovers.  Fourth  Sunday  of  month. 
Phillips  Brooks  House  (Harvard  Yard)  3pm. 
FREE!  Info:  742-7997,  236-4888  or  266-9423. 
Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events., 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Steln  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 


coming  events 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Hotline  (426-9371)  is  back  in  regular  service 
Mon-Fri  6pm-Midnight  (and  hopes  to  get 
enough  volunteers  to  expand  services  to 
other  hours  soon)! 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Second  Wave,  a  feminist 
journal  of  radical  politics  and  literature,  Is 
opening  its  collective  to  new  members. 
Currently  all  members  of  the  collective  are 
white  and  we  would  especially  welcome 
lesbian,  heterosexual,  and  bisexual  women  of 
color  with  radical  and  anti-racist  politics. 
We’d  like  new  members  with  experience  or 
interest  in:  layout,  graphics,  advertising, 
fundraising,  editorial  work,  sales  and 
distribution.  Info:  Sally  232-0117. 


mar  9  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  potluck  for  people  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  at  the  Cauldron  in  some  way:  performing, 
maintenance,  rehearsing,  networking,  produc¬ 
ing,  imagining  a  strong  lesbian  and  gay  base. 
7:30pm.  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop, 
off  Harrison). 

Salem,  MA  —  Pizza  Party  at  As  You  Like  It 
Restaurant  sponsored  by  North  Shore  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alliance.  7pm.  All  you  can  eat  for 
$4.  203  Essex  St.  Info  and  reservations: 
741-0607. 

Worcester,  MA  —  ‘  Pink  Triangles,”  a  film  his¬ 
tory  of  gay  and  lesbian  oppression.  Discus¬ 
sion  follows.  8pm.  0L218,  corner  of  Main  & 
Downing  Sts.  Clark  U.  8pm 

The  deadline 


Framingham/Mllford/Franklln,  MA  —  Trl- 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages ' 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607,  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

'Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 

monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoasl  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesblan/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 

5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.jf:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pnT  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 
Cembrld ge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam-’ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. _ 

Pitslleld,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 

442-7772.  _ _  _ 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691, 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-' 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland' 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  andfor  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm.  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  meets  every  Wednesday. 
Info:  583-8447  or  586-1503. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2VS  meets  to 
organize  community  against  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  mavor's  office.  Info:  723-6327. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out” 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354-8807 

Boston,  Ma  —  Project  Place  offers  Hotline 
Counselor  Training  beginning  each  month 
and  would  like  more  people  from  the  gay 
community  to  know  of  its  availability. 
Orientation  every  Wed  6:30pm.  32  Rutland 
Place  (South  End).  Info:  262-3740. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media* 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679;, 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35+  i 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-6Q2H 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247.  . 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

thursday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ.  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 

"Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St, 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay1 
People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian! 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
5?6-5979.  J 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Boston,  Mm  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay: 
Hjstory  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 

community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 


friday 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426  4469.  THANKS! 


Hartlord,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of ’Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women’s  Services  cen-  ■, 
ter,  499-2425. 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord’s  Men’s  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis- 


saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


VY\ 
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10  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task 
Force  will  meet  at  New  Words  Book  Store  to 
help  organize  a  march  against  nuclear  at  the 
UN  June  12.  186  Hampshire  St.  7:30pm.  Info: 
Maida  426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Fran  Chelland  and  Lori 
Tennanhouse.  355  Boylston.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Community  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Male  Chorus  now  in  formation.  Meet¬ 
ing  for  all  women  and  men  interested  in  or¬ 
ganizing  or  contributing  ideas.  Sponsored  by 
Merrymount  Music  Society.  Info:  Rachel 
742-7997,  David  776-7563  or  George  666-9087. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  divorcees  Sophie  Parker 
and  Tita  Wernimont  perform  "Bedtime  Stor¬ 
ies,"  an  original  play  tracing  the  nightlives  of 
two  women.  Also  appearing  Michele  Feld- 
heim,  jazz  pianist  and  friends,  Somewhere, 
295  Franklin  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's  Center  has 
informal  discussions  open  to  all  women  every 
Wed  eve.  This  week's  topic  is  Class.  46  Pleas¬ 
ant  St.  8pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Boston  NOW  Lesbian 
Task  Force  will  hold  its  monthly  meeting  at 
the  NOW  office,  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  at  7pm. 
New  members  are  very  welcome.  Info: 
661-6015. 


11  thurs 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
VOLUNTEER  PROOFREADING.  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Topic 
Rap.  8pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  Topic  this  week  is  "Monog¬ 
amy  or  not” 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's  School  will 
hold  classes  taught  by  women,  for  women,  in 
Lesbian  Literature,  Struggling  Against  Ra¬ 
cism,  Self-defense,  Seeking  our  Voice  thru 
Writing,  and  other  topics.  Sliding  scale  or  free 
if  you  can’t  afford  it.  Register  Mar  11  and  12 
for  classes  starting  Mar.  21  Info:  492-4845. 

12  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
7-9:30pm.  Beginners  very  welcome.  Info: 
661-7223. 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
VOLUNTEER  NIGHT.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  JUICY  DETAILS!  IT'S  FUN!! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Purim  Party:  en¬ 
tertainment,  food,  singing,  dancing  and  cos¬ 
tumes.  8pm  312  Memorial  Dr.  Info:  254-0907. 
All  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ski  Sugar- 
loaf.  Info:  John  (617)  275-1336. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Five  independent  chore¬ 
ographers  present  "Speaking  with  our  real 
voices,"  an  evening  of  new  dances.  Tonight 
and  Sat  eve  at  8:30pm.  First  Baptist  Church,  5 
Magazine  St.  (Central  Sq).  Info  and  reserva¬ 
tions:  491-5372  or  354-3566. 

13  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Self  help  workshop  for  fat 
women  who  want  to  celebrate  their  bodies. 
Topics  include:  the  fat  liberation  movement; 
food,  fat,  health,  and  illness-debunking 
myths;  and  others.  ASL  interpreter  available 
Info:  522-9213  (voice)  or  492-2936  (TTY). 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Westtern 
New  England  planning  supper.  Info:  Peter 

(413)  734-1251. 

Boston,  MA  —  Join  us  for  the  founding  con¬ 
ference  of  the  Mass.  Solidarity  Coalition:  So¬ 
cial  justice,  jobs,  peace  and  equai  rights. 
Bring  lunch.  Coffee,  tea  and  donuts  provided. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  (corner  of  Boylston  and 
Arlington  Sts.).  9:30am-5pm.  Info:  262-6333  or 
661-0577. 

Boston,  MA  —  Women’s  Day  Latin  Celebra¬ 
tion.  Noche  Latina!  Comida  y  refrescos.  Bien- 
venidos  Companeros  Gay!  $4  donation.  Caul¬ 
dron  Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph  (near 
Dover  T  stop).  Info:  628-4384  eves. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  MAXINE  HERSELF!  355 
Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington  St.)  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  EVERYBODY  WEL¬ 
COME!  $5. 


14  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  Irom  2  to  5pm  at  St,  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea¬ 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

17  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  discussion  group  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  7  to  9pm  at  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea¬ 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 


for  Calendar  items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


